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Third grade. Just back to school. First writing assignment of the year. And I could not remember how to spell
the word was. I sat there in shocked disbelief, trying to sound out the word. No dice. I couldn’t even look it
up. How can you look up a word you don’t know how to spell?
My brain had somehow emptied out during the summer, and I was left alone in my agony.

		
		

Most likely, your children’s brains are emptying out as well, so let’s explore some activities that will keep them engaged
in writing without freaking them out.
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PROVIDE A TIME AND A PLACE WHERE WRITING—AND THINKING—ARE NOT ONLY POSSIBLE BUT
ALSO INVITING

Allow for a time in your home when all mobile devices, tablets, games, radios, and TVs are off. For children, there truly is no such
thing as multi-tasking, and why should there be? Do we want to create multi-taskers, or do we want to encourage writers and
thinkers? This downtime, this boredom, will open the door for deeper activities.

Is there a place in your home you can dedicate to quiet and contemplation? Have some fun notebooks of different sizes nearby and
plenty of colorful pens and pencils. Include bean bag chairs or exercise mats. Make room for a pet if your child writes better with a little
friend around.
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support group in your area, or
if none is available, they’ll help
you start one.
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through iDonate. Be sure to visit
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community throughout
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a veteran homeschooler who
can help answer the questions
of a family just starting out.
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date on changes in the
law and activities
throughout the state.

by Sharon Watson
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Writing: Let’s Make it Easier This Summer

PORTER

LAKE

TIN

There are now MORE ways
than ever to support the IAHE
when you shop online!

CREATE A FAMILY KEEPSAKE

Region 1

Region 9

Toby & Cindy
Miller
812-442-0756
r9@iahe.net

One Christmas we had so many family members visit us that I made a little booklet, like an autograph book, for everyone to comment in
and sign. Then I hung it on the tree. Today, that’s one special, little booklet, for it reminds me of a gathering of certain people that might
never happen again.

Region 2

Region 10

You, too, can create a keepsake you and your family will treasure for years. Buy a notebook and decorate it to reflect your family and their
interests. Then keep it available in a prominent place for members to write in all summer.
Your family can record special events, iconic “What I learned today” entries, large tasks completed, funny or sad “firsts,” how your family
pulled together to get through a troubling time—really anything you want. I think it will be a keeper for years to come.

Region 3

Region 12

PROVIDE FUN AND LIGHT WRITING PROMPTS

Blair & Chelsea
Todd
574-242-8595
r1@iahe.net
Jason & Stacy
Hanaway
260-350-0993
r2@iahe.net
Jeff and Lori
Bennett
765-461-8218
r3@iahe.net

Greg & Kimberly
Laskowski
812-508-9030
r10@iahe.net
Jeff & Millie
Leis
812-923-7807
r12@iahe.net

Region 4

Region 13

Region 5

Region 14

Region 6

Region 15

Chris & Betty
Broshears
317-501-9319
r6@iahe.net

Jeff & Tammy
Hierholzer
765-395-7137
r15@iahe.net

Region 7

Region 16

Pat & Kathy
Balke
574-594-3815
r4@iahe.net
Warren & Karen
Whitesell
765-435-2206
r5@iahe.net

Shawn & Amy
Canaday
317-773-3855
r7@iahe.net

Steve & Rebecca
Barnes
765-857-2330
r13@iahe.net
Paul & Pam
Drook
317-331-7973
r14@iahe.net

Shawn & Theresa
Slinkard
812- 480-3115
r16@iahe.net

Region 8

Bobby & Sherry
Love
812-290-5686
r8@iahe.net

Eager and reluctant writers appreciate writing prompts for two reasons: (1) the ideas fire their imaginations and (2) the results are not graded.
Here are a few you can use this summer:
Rewrite the ending of a movie you have recently watched.
Write about what you would rather be doing right now.
In H. G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds, Martians invade a quiet little town. Write about something invading your town or neighborhood. It
can be fun or serious. Write it as a story or like a journalist writing installments for a newspaper.
What one thing will you regret if you come to the end of summer and have not done it?
Construction is going on near your house, apartment, or trailer. Lots of dirt is being dug up, and the pit is quite deep. One night, you visit
the construction site and, there in the dirt, you find . . .
Take the verses your pastor or priest preached on last Sunday and write three new points for a new sermon.
You just found a dinosaur egg. What happens next?
How would you rearrange your grocery store?
You visit a nearby park and see that people are having a family reunion. You decide it would be fun to pretend you belong to that family,
so you mosey on over to their pavilion or picnic tables. What happens next?
What fun, strange, quirky, serious, ironic, ridiculous, boring, or life-altering thing did you learn today?
For more ideas, visit WritingWithSharonWatson.com/2-summertime-ideas/ and WritingWithSharonWatson.com/writing-in-summer/.
Subscribe to my newsletter while you are there, and you will receive two fresh writing prompts every week and three free writing lessons.
Yours for a more vibrant summer,

Sharon
SHARON WATSON is a “retired” homeschool mom and the author of Jump In, Apologia’s popular middle school writing curriculum recommended
in Cathy Duffy’s 102 Top Picks for Homeschool Curriculum. She’s also the author of The Power in Your Hands: Writing Nonfiction in High School. Make
a literature class possible this year with Sharon’s newest course Illuminating Literature: When Worlds Collide. Photo by Esther Moulder of ClickPhotography.biz.

For all other regions,
please contact the IAHE Office at

office@iahe.net
317-467-6244
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Have the confidence to equip your child!
QUALITY ACADEMICS, ENCOURAGEMENT & ACCOUNTABILITY
FREE 3-Day Parent Practicums

3-Day Practicums serve to encourage
and equip you in your homeschool.
We’ll be exploring science
classically and discovering
the Art of Inquiry.
Visit www.parentpracticum.com

What is Classical Conversations?
FOUNDATIONS (K4-6th Grade):

Bring structure and accountability to your homeschool
as you provide your child with a strong educational
foundation. Science experiments, art, music, and even
Latin are just a few of the subjects that you and your
child will experience together.

Save the Date!
IAHE Home Educators’ Convention

April 28–30, 2016

ESSENTIALS (4th-6th Grade):

Gain confidence as you and your child enjoy learning
language structure and analysis, writing structure and style,
and arithmetic speed and accuracy in a community that
motivates and inspires.

CHALLENGE (Junior High and High School):

Sharpen your child’s ability to reason and defend a biblical
worldview through facilitated discussions with his/her peers.
This dialectic discussion is rooted in the integration of
Christian, classical academics.

C

Coming Spri
ng
& Summer
2015!

Practicums coming
to Indiana
May 4-6
Evansville
May 19-21
Greenwood
June 2-4
Columbus/Seymour
June 3-5
Winona Lake
Week of June 15
Indianapolis
August 4-6
Fishers

lassical
onversations

®

Classical Christian Community

To find a community in your area or to learn more about upcoming 3-Day Parent Practicums,
contact us at Indy@classicalconversations.com.

WWW.CLASSICALCONVERSATIONS.COM
6 the informer | www.iahe.net		
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like a family. A real family. This is where I sat with the little girl,
for hours, building a relationship without the necessity of many
words. My new little friend is an orphan. She has no biological
parent living; however, Pastor Carlos and his wife have taken her
in as their own. There are genuine relationships happening. The
rescued are now rescuing; and by that I mean the older kids are
pouring into the younger kids. The care is intimate and sincere.
There is no institutional feel...for that, my heart welled up with
deep joy.

When Our Eyes Met
was not sure how, as I knew the language barrier was going to be difficult.
Oh how I ached to instantly master Spanish! Fighting back tears, tears of
sorrow for her pain and tears of joy that I knew we would fast be friends,
we continued to stare into each other’s eyes. Neither of us spoke. Trying
to process my emotions, I knew I was glad we had come, as a family, to the
mountainous area of Nicaragua. We were beginning what some might call a
short term mission trip.
On January 27th, we boarded a flight in Cincinnati, connected to a second flight in Atlanta, and finally
landed in Managua, Nicaragua seven hours later. My husband, my nineteen year old son and our youngest
daughter, eight, were all excited to explore this new undiscovered land. Our goal for this trip was to decide
if we were a match to partner with Flutemaker Ministries (flutemakerministries.org). Our spirits were
open and excited for what the next week would bring. Our hope was that it would not be an isolated short
term mission trip at all but more of a beginning to a long term relationship.

8 the informer | www.iahe.net		
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When I saw the little girl sitting on the bench,
and our eyes met, I knew we would connect. I

Photos by ben nelson, region 8

—Mary Nelson

Our first stop: a city dump. In our local hometown of Moores Hill,
Indiana a local dump is where we drop off our trash, discard our
unwanted, or rid of our junk. In Nicaragua a dump is home to
many children. Literally – their home. They dig for food. They
dig for clothing. They dig for treasures. Visiting our first dump
in Nicaragua caused my stomach to turn, my heart to ache and
my head to hurt. Even having lived in Africa for a year, during our
adoption, I had never seen the likes of what outstretched before
me. Watching the barefooted kids romp around and the adults
scavenge through the refuse was something I could not fathom to
actually be one’s reality. It caused a deep pain. It was not any too
soon for me when someone shouted that we needed to board our
bus taking us toward our final destination. I cried out to the Lord
on behalf of those kids as we pulled away.
The next several days would be spent with some kids in Somoto,
Nicaragua. Somoto is a rural city almost bordering Honduras.
This is where I knew “the kids of Cascabel” had been rescued by
Pastor Carlos Baez. Pastor Carlos, an amazing man of God, was
able to scoop them up and provide a shelter of sorts. Erik Sampson,
president of Flutemaker Ministries, shared, “On his very meager
salary, he was unable to feed them very often. The children were
malnourished and without resources or protection. Sleeping in
empty bags of rice and beans on a concrete floor, their home had
no electricity, no doors, no windows, no water, and no bathroom.”
Now, in 2015, the children live in a beautiful home. They have
plenty of food, electricity, doors, windows, and running water.
They even have more than one bathroom! Arriving at the home
gave me such hope‐‐it was like a new life. The children there were
well behaved, nicely dressed, and I could clearly see they were

Our family took our first trip to Nicaragua in February of 2015
but it certainly will not be our last. We have another trip in the
tentative stage of planning for 2015 and a definite trip during
February of 2016. The whole idea behind short term mission trips
is controversial. Some say short term trips do more damage than
good, and during our year in Africa we found that to potentially
be true. However, to rule out or diminish the value of short term
mission trips is a shame. Erik Sampson was on a short term mission
trip in 2006 and because of his passion for helping, a new and
promising future became a reality for over twenty‐five children.
God used Erik’s unforgotten passion.

One branch of Flutemaker Ministries is helping handicapped
children in rural areas. Flutemaker Ministries calls these kids
an extension of their family, and an offshoot of our trip was to
visit some of them. Seeing the hardship of children trapped in a
nonworking body sitting in archaic wheelchairs, unable to tap
into any part of society, was challenging. We saw severely gnarled
up bodies that require intensive care. A common occurrence for
women in Nicaragua who give birth to handicapped babies is to
see their husbands walk out the door for the last time. Caring for
these children carries an unwanted stigma and many men make
www.iahe.net |
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the choice to walk away. This leaves the woman in a real bind–
she is not able to find work as she needs to care for the child(ren).
Almost all of these women live in homes without running water
or electricity. Outhouses are difficult for everyone to use but can
you imagine carrying an unresponsive child to the potty, multiple
times a day, without help? Oh I long for these children to welcome
their new bodies in eternity!

THE STRATFORD
EXPERIENCE

From my perspective, short term mission trips can ignite beautiful
flames of change. Pastor Carlos, the feet on the ground in Nicaragua,
was the hands and feet of Jesus. Rescuing these children was an act
of obedience. He is caring for orphans. He is caring for the poor.
He is touching the untouchables. All that said, on a church offering
of a few coins and a baggie or two of kernels of rice he certainly
was not in a position to do much more than to care. His caring
and Erik’s passion provided a long term solution for twenty‐five
kids. Pastor Carlos believes these kids will be Nicaragua’s future
lawyers, doctors, and hopefully politicians. Raising up a generation
of future leaders could turn Nicaragua around and all because of
a short term mission trip.

There are websites, churches, and books filled with ideas. I
would say your yield of return would be worthwhile against your
investment of inquiry. Flutemaker Ministries has a website and
would be thrilled to receive a donation. Maybe your church would
want to get involved in a work in Nicaragua, or you would like to
donate items the children need? Feel free to e‐mail me with any
thoughts or questions: ronmarynelson@gmail.com. Who knows,
maybe your child would want to join us on our next trip! I know,
for our family, dreaming big, reaching out, and fueling the passion
for God’s impoverished children has brought lasting rewards.
Remembering the gaze into my new little friend’s eyes gives me
renewed energy for the kingdom. May God richly bless your efforts
to raise children who care about those that could be considered the
“least of these.”
MARY NELSON is married to Ron and they are the parents

to five children. Their homeschool experience dates back to
1994 and they have another ten years to go. Ron’s airline job
has allowed the family to travel extensively taking them into
the world of poverty. This practice changed the direction of
the family and they now minister to artisans living in poverty around the world
through the venue of fair trade.

10 the informer | www.iahe.net		

—Tara Bentley

BETHEL THEATRE STUDENTS
GET SO MUCH MORE
Theatre students get the experience of a
lifetime when they attend the Shakespeare
Festival in Stratford, Ontario. The festival
motivates and inspires Bethel’s productions.
Past trip highlights have included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Amazing performances
An opening night gala
Backstage tours
Watching a changeover of sets
Props and costume shop tours
Meeting the cast and crew
Workshops and discussions with actors
and designers
• And much more!
Learn more about this and other great
opportunities at BethelCollege.edu/Theatre

depositphotos.com: #28707029

What can you do as an individual or a family? Broadening your
children’s worldview beyond their electronic devices, their pressing
sporting events, and their fashion requirements will yield Godly
returns. As Christians we are called to be intentional about what
we embrace. Our kids all have electronic devices and so forth;
however, we believe kids grow in immeasurable ways by humbly
approaching the least of these. I would never say a family or an
individual needs to go to a third world country to do this. In fact,
those that strive to make a difference in the life of another living
in poverty, without ever “going” are the real heroes.

10 Simple Ways
to Show Appreciation
The homeschool community is blessed by the dedication and
service of incredible moms and dads. From the statewide efforts

of the IAHE Board of Directors and Regional Representative couples, to local support group leaders
and co-op teachers, hundreds of parents volunteer countless hours to provide opportunities for
families and the students around them.
Do you have someone that has made a difference in your homeschool journey?
Now is the perfect time to tell them how much you appreciate what they have done. Be sure to include your children in the process as you
remember and acknowledge all of the people that have poured into your lives and made a difference.
QUICK & PUNNY THANK YOU GIFTS
“You’ve been the highlight of my year!”
A small set of highlighters, gel pens and post-it notes.
“Thanks for being a cool teacher!”
A gift certificate to your local ice cream parlour.
“You’re a STAR!”
Dinner and movie tickets for two.
THE OLD FASHIONED WAY
Take the time to make a phone call and tell someone you
appreciate all that they have done.

HOMEGROWN GRATITUDE
Bake a cake or cookies for someone special.
Deliver a freezer meal to a family in a busy season of their lives.
Cut a bouquet of fresh flowers for someone that helped mentor
you when you started homeschooling.
RELAX & RECHARGE
Pamper someone special with a pedicure or massage.
Offer your services to clean with a friend “just because” you care.
Give the gift of inspiration with an encouraging book or
magazine gift subscription.

www.iahe.net |
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Go to the beach. Lake Michigan’s beaches are better than the
ocean. No crabs, no salt and best of all, no sharks. While there,
tour a lighthouse. www.michigancityparks.com/index.php/
washington-park-and-beach
I challenge you to eat dinner outside more than you do inside.
Make your dinner time a phone free zone. Linger when the meal
is done. Watch the sunset and enjoy each other.
For night time entertainment, skip the television. Join your kids
in a game of ‘Hide and Seek’ or ‘Murder in the Dark.’
While you enjoy this sunny season, take the opportunity to
spend more time with Jesus. The freedom from other obligations
frees us to pursue Him more.

Summer:
Places to Go and
Things to Do
—Debbie Spence

Think of ways to slow down, ways to fellowship, and ways to bless
others. Before you know it, seasons will once again change and our
pace will quicken and this summer will only be a memory. Make
sure it is a good one.

I still look forward to summer, just as
I did as a child, maybe even more now.
Days seem shorter and time passes more
quickly than when I was young. As a young
girl, summer seemed to stretch before me.
Now, I just blink and the months fly by. I
want summer to linger, and I want to linger
with it. Summer is an opportunity for our
children to have some old-fashioned fun
and for dads and moms to join in.
I invite you to throw off your shoes,
wiggle your toes and have some fun. Turn
off the electronic devices, get outside
and remember why this used to be your
favorite season. In case you lack ideas, or

12 the informer | www.iahe.net		

your children are moaning from boredom
after the first week, these suggestions
will enrich any summer vacation. Just as
people now opt for staycations instead
of vacations, these fieldtrip and outing
suggestions include ideas for fun right at
home.
Start by finding a porch swing or lawn
chair and sit outside. Feel the breeze
on your skin and the sun on your face.
Listen to the birds and the rustling
leaves. Have your children close their
eyes and count the number of different
bird calls. Spend time thanking God for
everything you become aware of as you
stop and rest.

Take a drive down a back road, corn on
the right, soybeans on the left, and green
as far as you can see. Meander.
Pick some f r uit. Indiana has an
abundance of “You Pick It” farms. Find
one near you at www.pickyourown.org/
IN.htm Pluck strawberries for jam and
blueberries for pies. Yum!
Head to your local farmer’s market. Buy
an Amish pie or fresh tomatoes. Pick
up an extra pie and take it to a friend or
shut-in.
Girls ages 5 to 99 will adore the
M u s e u m of M i n i a t u r e Hou s e s
and Other Collections in Carmel.
www.museumofminiatures.org/

depositphotos.com: #26232625 & #10825609

the shelf as lawn chairs call our names. Summer always brings the hope of freedom from the required;
not only for school-weary children, but also moms are ready for a break. Before you continue on
auto-pilot and sign your kids up for all the regular summer activities, try to remember the summer
vacation of your childhood. We waited anxiously to throw off our shoes, sleep in, and play outside. We
were thrilled with the thought of no homework and nothing in front of us for the next three months
except fun and freedom. Our children need to experience the summers of our youth.

depositphotos.com: #11605110

We are finally free from the grip of winter. Summer, the long
dreamed-of season, has arrived. School books are tossed on

Experience history. Indiana offers historical re-enactments
for The French and Indian War, The Revolutionary War, The War
of 1812, and The Civil War. Re-enactments offer a trip back in
time with the sights and sounds of the past. Some options include:
www.billiecreekvillage.org/Civil_War_Page.html
www.spiritofvincennes.org/rendezvous/index.htm
www.angolacivilwardays.com/Home.html
www.kohkohmah.com/
www.showmegrantcounty.com/grant-county-attractions/
mississinewa-1812/
www.angelfire.com/in3/34IN/
www.tcha.mus.in.us/feast.htm
Summer and good books just go together. Choose a read-aloud
and head outside with your kids. Spread a picnic blanket and
bring the lemonade and cookies. Tom Sawyer, is a summertime
must. The Wind in the Willows, Anne of Green Gables, The
Hobbit and Peter Pan are all delightful adventures that will
enrich your summer.
Beatrix Potter stated, “I remember I used to half believe, and
wholly play with fairies when I was a child.” Create a fairy garden
with your children.
Grab a jar, grab a kid, and head out into the summer night to
catch fireflies.
Do you remember drive-in movies? No one could see and no one
could hear, but oh they were such fun. A summer night is great
for a movie. Find a drive-in near you. www.driveinmovie.com/
IN.htm
All kids should fish. Check this sight for the nearest location to
you, and don’t forget the mosquito spray. www.aa-fishing.com/
in/indiana-kids-fishing.html
Make homemade ice cream! www.youtube.com/
watch?v=0E2GHyl6UgU

DEBBIE SPENCE is a 20 year homeschooling veteran who has

found the value of a slower pace. After writing her blog, Time Out
for Tea and Tidbits, for four years, she has taken her own advice
and spends time with her 14 year old twin daughters, stopping
and smelling plenty of roses. Debbie and her husband Steve
have enjoyed 32 years of marriage and raising five children. Her newest
adventure is as the owner of Mama’s Cupboard in Kokomo where she sells
items that foster mother daughter togetherness. You can find her blog at
http://debbiespence.com/
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A Homeschooler in

think were possible. There’s a certain sense that homeschoolers have,
that homeschoolers can be very independent and entrepreneurial. And
really, those values that I learned in homeschooling, branching out and
doing something new that I haven’t done before, those are really the
same things that inspired me to run.”

Politics

The debate over how much flexibility parents have when choosing
where to have their child educated has been a hot topic recently in
the Statehouse. The school voucher program, for example, allows
parents to receive state money when sending their children to a
private school. Thousands of students have used this incentive
since it was voted into law back in 2011. Being homeschooled
means Wesco approaches issues dealing with education from a
different perspective than his fellow legislators. Wesco says he has
always supported giving parents the most choice. It is parents, after
all, who are most equipped to know what is best for their child, he
contends.

—John Hanlon

“It was kind of a crazy idea way back in the late
70s, early 80s when they first decided to start
homeschooling,” he comments on his parents’
decision to homeschool their ten children.

Wesco was born and raised in the northern
Indiana town of Mishawaka, where his
family has lived for several generations.
Through the influence of his parents and
grandparents, he and his siblings developed
a great respect for America’s history.

“I grew up with a strong emphasis put on
our nation’s Christian heritage and on things
like our Constitution and Declaration of
Independence and what our forefathers
believed were important parts,” Wesco
remarked.

Though his parents were diligent to vote
in each election, they were not politically
involved in the community. As his passion
developed, he became what he calls a
“news junkie,” reading news--especially
government and political news--on a daily
basis. Politics was something stewing on
the back burner for Wesco until he found
a chance to participate in a hands-on way.
“I had an interest in current affairs and politics.
But it didn’t really turn into anything until
about 2007, when I volunteered to help out on
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After that experience, Wesco got involved
with several other campaigns until, in
2010, he decided to run for office himself.
Thanks in part to an army of homeschool
families and other volunteers, as well as
months of personally going door-to-door
to drum up support, Wesco won the
general election with 68 percent of the
vote. At age twenty-four, when he became
Indiana’s District 21 State Representative,
Wesco was nine years younger than the
youngest Indiana legislator. Some of them
had served in the legislature for as many
years as Wesco had been alive! During the
campaign, when a local TV reporter asked
about his relatively young age, Wesco
responded,
“I believe in the Bible, I believe in the principles
that are in the Bible. I try my best to live my life
by those principles. If I’m any different from any
other 24-year-old out there, that’s the reason.”

He believes his educational background
provides a unique perspective for someone
working in the Statehouse.
“I think being homeschooled encouraged me
to think outside of the box, to think things
were possible that other people might not

depositphotos.com #254791941

Indiana state legislature, not because of his many political
accomplishments but rather the fruit of a decision his parents
made years ago. While there are a handful of homeschooling
fathers in the Indiana General Assembly, Wesco says he is the
first homeschool graduate in modern history to hold such a
position. He was homeschooled from kindergarten all the way
through high school.

a campaign for a man who was running for
mayor of South Bend,” Wesco recalls.

timothy wesco photos: joel wesco

State Representative Timothy Wesco
is unique among his colleagues in the

The job of a state representative is more than just voting on bills.
Many days are filled from morning until evening with committee
meetings, events with groups or constituents, and reading
upcoming bills.
“I find the work very challenging.” Wesco adds, “In fact, it’s the most
challenging work I’ve ever done, but also the most rewarding. One of
the challenges that’s most difficult is recognizing that you can’t please
everyone.”

of positive comments from people who view homeschooling in a positive
light,” Wesco says.

In May of 2013, Wesco’s father, a pastor, presided over his marriage
to Katie Walsh, who was also homeschooled. Wesco says they are
seriously considering homeschooling their own children, if and
when the time comes.
“Homeschooling would definitely be an option that we would seriously
consider for a number of reasons. I think it allows us to tailor the education
of our children specifically to each child and it also, I believe, will give
them more one-on-one teaching time than could be had in a traditional
school. It will also allow for us to be able to teach our values and our faith
to them in a way that might not be taught in another school setting,”

Currently serving his second term in office, Wesco offers some
advice to those who would like to enter the world of politics.
“I would say volunteer as much as you can in the political realm. You will
gain invaluable experience and when the opportunity presents itself, if
you feel so led, run and do so bravely and give it all you’ve got. You will
be surprised,” he asserted.
JOHN HANLON recently graduated with a bachelor’s degree

in journalism and communication from Grace College in Winona
Lake, Ind. He and his four siblings were homeschooled from
kindergarten through high school. He works full time as a web
producer/assignment desk editor at WISH-TV in Indianapolis.

During the 2014 session, Wesco voted to give Hoosiers a chance to
vote on a constitutional amendment defining marriage as between
one woman and one man. Although the bill stirred up controversy
in both parties, Wesco never wavered on his vote.
“If marriage can be anything or everything, it means nothing. Marriage
is between a man and a woman, and I believe the people of Indiana are
demanding a right to vote on the amendment,” he firmly stated.

How do his colleagues react when they realize that he was
homeschooled? Although Wesco says people recognize that he is
sort of an “anomaly,” he has never sensed anyone looking down
on him.
“It’s kind of like people are curious about my background but don’t
necessarily judge it as a negative background. In fact, I actually get a lot
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The

action violated a person’s or an entity’s religious freedom. “Relief ”
means a court can grant declaratory or injunctive relief, or
compensatory damages, or both. If the person prevails against the
government, the court may also order the government to pay the
cost of litigating the case.

TRUTH

about the RFRA
and How It Might Affect

A “person” is defined as an individual, a religious organization or
group operated primarily for religious purposes, or a for-profit or
not-for-profit entity that practices a religious belief held by one or
more individuals who control and have substantial ownership of
that entity. Examples would be a Catholic hospital, a closely-held
company like Hobby Lobby, a larger company if it fits the definition,
and even IAHE. Homeschool support groups and co-ops might fall
into this definition, either as a group operating with a religious
purpose or as a non-profit that practices a religious belief.

Homeschoolers
in Indiana

Indiana Association of Home Educators (IAHE) testified in favor of Senate Bill (SB) 101 because religious
freedom is one of two pillars (the other is parental rights) that allow homeschoolers to remain free
of burdensome government regulation.
THE ORIGINAL RFRA (SB 101)
The RFRA is not about giving a license to discriminate. Rather, it
is a balancing test the courts must use when deciding free exercise
of religion claims. It is always used as a defense (shield) in a lawsuit,
but never determines the final outcome. The religious person is not
always the defendant (for example, in prison cases, the religious
person is the plaintiff). It means it can be invoked only when a
government entity’s statute, ordinance, resolution, executive
or administrative order, regulation, custom, or usage allegedly
infringes upon a person’s free exercise of religion.
The RFRA establishes what is known as the “strict scrutiny” test
to determine if government may substantially burden a person’s
free exercise of religion by requiring the governmental entity to
demonstrate that (1) the statute, ordinance, etc. is in furtherance of
a compelling government interest and (2) it is the least restrictive
means of furthering that compelling governmental interest. In
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other words, the government entity must find both a compelling
reason for the rule and that rule must be the least restrictive way to
accomplish it. The mere fact that the rule applies to everyone and
is not aimed solely at restricting a person’s free exercise of religion
doesn’t matter.
The Indiana law allows a private party lawsuit only if there is a
government statute, ordinance, etc. that substantially burdens the
free exercise of a person’s religion; however the government does
not have to be a party to that lawsuit for an individual to assert
the RFR A defense. The government has an unconditional right
to intervene in that private lawsuit in order to defend the law in
question. You would never use the RFRA in a civil or criminal suit
if no government action was involved that prohibited a person from
exercising his or her religious freedom.

depositphotos.com #7123280

The Indiana Religious Freedom Restoration Act (RFRA) gained
nationwide attention during the 2015 legislative session. The

SB 101 image: amanda runge, region 8

—Camille Cantwell

THE “COMPROMISE” TO THE RFRA LAW
Shortly after Governor Pence signed SB 101 into law, it was
modified by SB 50 which we will call the “compromise.” This
compromise states that the RFR A does not: (1) authorize a
provider (defined below) to refuse to offer or provide services,
facilities, use of public accommodations, goods, employment, or
housing to any member or members of the general public based
on race, color, religion, ancestry, age, national origin, disability,
sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, or US Military service, and
(2) establish a defense to a civil action or criminal prosecution
for refusal by a provider to do those things in number one above.
In other words, the RFRA cannot be invoked as a defense in certain
discrimination cases, but keep in mind a government law must still
be in place. This section removes the RFR A defense in certain
circumstances; however, it does not grant civil rights protections
to anyone! That can only be done through federal, state, and local
civil rights laws.
Since there is no statewide ban on discrimination based on sexual
orientation or gender identity, this only applies to the localities
(currently twelve) where ordinances are in place. So in areas of
Indiana where there are no local ordinances, there would be no
use for the RFR A defense since there are no laws prohibiting
discrimination based on sexual orientation or gender identity. But
this law goes beyond sexual orientation and gender identity, so it
is important to understand state and local Civil Rights laws with
regard to discrimination and the situations listed above.
So, while the RFRA was never about discrimination and gave no
license to discriminate, it quickly became a political football by
some to say that it was. Now that SB 50 was passed, the RFR A
carved out one area of law, our civil rights laws, where the RFRA
defense can no longer be used.

However, it is important to note that the RFRA can still be used
in many other situations when government actions infringe on a
person’s or an entity’s free exercise of religion. More importantly,
even in civil rights actions, the compromise did not remove a
person’s constitutional right to assert a claim that a governmental
entity’s statute, ordinance, etc. infringes upon a person’s or an
entity’s religious freedom. The Indiana and federal constitutions
remain intact!
One important note is that the compromise defines “provider” as
one or more individuals, partnerships, associations, organizations,
LLC’s, companies, corporations and other organized groups
of persons (emphasis added). Homeschoolers and groups of
homeschoolers might under some circumstances fall into this
definition.
However, it excludes a church or “other nonprofit religious
organization exempt under 26 USC 501(a)” which includes a
broad category of federal tax exempt groups. It also excludes an
individual such as a minister, rabbi, or priest when he or she is
engaged in a religious or educational function of the church or
other nonprofit religious organization or society. Homeschool
groups might be excluded as a “provider” if they have taken steps
to become a “nonprofit religious organization” and by qualifying
and maintaining their tax exempt status under federal law.
IMPLICATIONS OF THE “COMPROMISE”
ON THE RFRA DEFENSE
No person or entity has lost his, her, or their free exercise of religion
rights under the United States and Indiana constitutions. Even if a
person cannot use the RFRA defense in certain state law or local
ordinance matters, he or she is still able to sue the government or
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The RFRA only allows relief against the government entity – not
between private parties – and only if the court finds a government
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another individual when a government action infringes upon his
or her free exercise of religion. Nothing has changed with regard
to current law, and nothing in the original bill or compromise bill
changes this fact.
This law does not give any civil rights protections to classes of
people that are not already protected under current law. It does, in
certain cases, remove the RFRA defense where state or local civil
rights laws are in place.
This law does not give a person a right to a private cause of action
unless a government law or action is involved. Then and only then
can a RFRA defense be raised.
This law, as amended, could result in more litigation to test the
boundaries of the RFR A law and the boundaries of when the
RFRA defense can and cannot be invoked.
Indiana has not had many free exercise infringement claims.
Current Indiana court cases do not spell out any clear standards
to determine when government laws infringe on a person’s

The Original
Homeschool
Planner

free exercise of religion or religious conscience under the State
Constitution. The Indiana State Supreme Court has been and
always will be the final arbiter in such matters.
FINAL THOUGHTS
RFRA is still a good law because it spells out the standards that a
court must use (except when RFRA is not allowed to be used) in a
free exercise of religion case. The compromise has some potential
problems for homeschoolers, although they are not detrimental
because no one’s Constitutional rights have been removed or
criminalized. Every person and entity whether for-profit or
not-for-profit who believes government is infringing upon their
free exercise of religion continues to have the right to bring their
claim before a court in Indiana (or federal court when a federal
issue or law is involved).
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Most people will continue to homeschool without giving the
RFR A or the compromise much thought. However, this is the
time for homeschool support groups and co-ops to seek legal and
accounting assistance to make sure your group is in compliance
with all local, state, and federal laws. IAHE believes this law has
spotlighted God’s mercy in allowing homeschoolers, homeschool
support groups, and homeschool co-ops to get their houses in
order. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.
LEGAL DISCLAIMER: The information contained in this article (i) is intended for
consideration by the general public and is not intended to convey or constitute legal
advice, (ii) does not create or constitute an attorney-client relationship, and (iii) is not
a substitute for obtaining legal advice from a qualified attorney. You should not act
upon any information contained herein without first seeking qualified legal counsel
on your specific matter.

A message from Debi Ketron,
IAHE Director
of Government Affairs:
Thank you to all of those who were
a part of our team this past session.
IAHE is truly grateful for the role
you played in helping to protect our
homeschool freedom.
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CAMILLE CANTWELL graduated summa cum laude with a
degree in Journalism and Political Science. She worked for the
Wisconsin State Assembly and Governor Tommy Thompson until
1989. She received her law degree at Regent University and was
admitted to practice law in Indiana in 1993. Her law license is
currently on “inactive” status. She has been a member of the IAHE Government
Affairs Committee for the past two years. She and her husband homeschool their
two sons. Her oldest son, Nathaniel, will be graduating from high school this year
and is a legislative intern with IAHE.

HEDUA
is homeschooling!
Visit hedua.com to discover planners,
magazines, downloads, articles, and more.

Free

Sample!

1

#

MOST READ

HOMESCHOOL
MAGAZINE

&

psst! Save an ADDITIONAL 30%
...with our Planner Bundles!

NEW!

TEEN GIRL
MAGAZINE

www.iahe.net
| the informer
hedua
.com 21

Find opportunities for service that complement your teen’s interests:
If they love animals, they can volunteer at an animal shelter or
pet rescue organization.

Encouraging Teens for

Service

Musical teens could arrange to play for residents at a nursing home
or rehabilitation hospital.
Teens with artistic or crafting abilities could make cards and
deliver them to a children’s hospital or nursing home.
Teens interested in history would learn a lot by playing BINGO
with nursing home residents and visiting with them. “Adopt”
some grandparents!

—Anne Campbell

How about working at a soup kitchen or delivering Meals on
Wheels for teens with culinary interests? Or baking treats to
drop off at the fire station?
Athletic teens might volunteer with an afterschool program
for kids.

More than just clocking
volunteer hours for high

Teens with an entrepreneurial spirit could raise money for
missions or to purchase a needed item for a children’s home.
Do your teens love to shop? They would have fun packing toys
for a charity at Christmas. Or they could ask for clothing donations
from neighbors and family for a women’s shelter.

school requirements, ser vice
oppor tunities provide valuable
learning experiences for teens. When

First make time for service projects as part of your teen’s
weekly schedule. Pick a regular day and time for service,
and write it in their planner. Treat it like you would
treat music lessons or other weekly commitments
so that it isn’t viewed as an “if I have time” activity.
Not only does this create accountability, but it also
shows that the service project is a priority.
Teach teens that service should also be a daily habit.
Holding a door open for someone, retrieving a stray
shopping cart, or even taking out the garbage without
being asked are all acts of service. These habits lay the
foundation for their futures as caring, compassionate
young adults instead of being selfcentered and
feeling a sense of entitlement. Something might
even end up being a lifechanging experience.
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If your teen is considering a career in the medical profession, she
can volunteer at your local hospital.
depositphotos.com #3984648

teens participate in service projects, they
benefit their communities, increase their own
compassion and awareness, and they even get
a chance to socialize! In addition, they learn
to take initiative, develop a work ethic, and develop
their worldview. But where do you begin to get
your teens to “unplug” and see the world outside
themselves?

Also, find opportunities that push them out of their comfort zones
from time to time:
Make “blessing bags” for the homeless.
Learn about human trafficking and what you can do to help.

convenient —
study when and
where you want

ONLINE
DUAL
CREDIT
from

TAYLOR UNIVERSITY

Volunteer at a crisis pregnancy center.
Get involved in a political campaign and be an activist for issues
that matter to you.
Go on a mission trip!
Whether or not your teen plans to attend college and needs these
volunteer hours on his transcript, encouraging him to look outside
himself and serve others will translate to a selfconfident, caring
person with a little more to show on his resume.
This article originally appeared on the Home Educating Family’s blog: http://hedua.com/
blog/encouragingteensservice/

ANNE CAMPBELL , mommy to three boys (who think they live
in a zoo!) is in her twelfth year as a homeschool teacher with
the support of her husband of 27 years. A former public school
teacher, Anne’s joy is encouraging other homeschool parents
that they are qualified and able to take charge of their children’s
education. When she started on her homeschool journey, Anne’s oldest son was
in kindergarten, and they decided to take it one day at a time, one year at a time.
Now she has one student in high school/college dual enrollment, one in middle,
and one in elementary, and all still at home. You can read more by Anne at her
blog, Learning Table.
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*Special Note: The 53rd Annual Amish Acres Arts & Crafts
Festival is August 6-9*.
Prices for Amish Acres are quite varied as activities are offered
either a la carte or in packages. General admission is $12.95 for
adults, and $4.95 for children 4-11 years old. Admission is valid
for two days.
www.amishacres.com
Napannee, IN (Region 4)
ROPKEY ARMOR MUSEUM
Ever wonder what it would be like to see a military tank in person?
How about what it would be like to be a howitzer cannon operator?
Military and history enthusiasts will relish in their journey to the
Ropkey Armor Museum. For over 30 years, the Ropkey family has
been collecting, maintaining, and refurbishing all sorts of light
and heavy military artillery and has it on display for visitors to
see, experience, and learn more about. Their primary interest is
military tanks, and they have over 100 tanks in their collection.
Their mission is to preserve military heritage for generations to
come.

— Jean-Ann Miller

Admission is FREE, but donations are welcome.
www.ropkeyarmormuseum.com
Crawfordsville, IN (Region 5)

HOLIDAY WORLD & SPLASHIN’ SAFARI
Looking for some thrills this summer, but don’t want to travel too
far from home? Holiday World and Splashin’ Safari is a great place
for Indiana families to visit and play. Holiday World has been voted
the cleanest park in the world for the past 10 years running. They
offer free soft drinks, free sunscreen, free parking, and free WiFi.
One ticket price gets you in to both the theme park and the water
park. Holiday themed rides and activities, food offerings ranging
from burgers to Thanksgiving Day dinners, some of the top rated
roller coasters and water rides in the country, and brand new rides
& attractions are opening on a regular basis (2015 brings the all
new Thunderbird roller coaster).
*Special Note: The Rock the World Christian Music Fest featuring
Newsboys and Crowder is on August 22.*
You can continue the fun holiday theme by staying at one of
these locations: Lake Rudolph Campground, Santa’s Lakeside
Cottages, or Santa’s Lodge. Other lodging and camping facilities
are conveniently located near Holiday World as well.
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Tickets range from $36.99 - $44.99 per person; children 2 and
under are free. Discounts for online purchase; Military Discount;
Police/Fire/EMS Discount; and Late Arrival (after 3pm CDT).
Park operates on Central Daylight Time.
www.holidayworld.com
Santa Claus, IN (Region 16)
AMISH ACRES: HISTORIC FARM & HERITAGE RESORT
Travel back in time to a simpler, more rustic life at Amish Acres.
Amish Acres is the only Amish farm to be listed in the National
Register of Historic Places. Amish Acres provides a fun and
insightful adventure for the whole family. Come learn the hows and
whys of the Amish life on this working farm. Time has virtually
stood still here for the past 100+ years. Some of your activities
may include Amish buggy rides, craft demonstrations, shopping
at one of their shops filled with homemade and local items, family
style Threshers Dinner, or even live theater at the Round Barn
Theater. You can come for the day or come for a few days and fully
immerse yourself into this quaint relaxed culture. Amish Acres
offers lodging at two locations: The Inn at Amish Acres and The
Nappanee Inn.
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time with your family than vacationing in and around Indiana! Whether your family likes nature or
history or thrills, we think we have you covered. Special thanks to our Facebook friends for the great
suggestions of fun in Indiana.

depositphotos.com #11067974

Warm sun, long days, break in schoolwork (or maybe not) all
signs that it is time for a road trip. What better way to spend

SQUIRE BOONE CAVERNS
What do bats, ziplining, and lye soap all have in common? You
can see and/or experience all of them at one of Indiana’s treasures,
Squire Boone Caverns! Discovered in 1790 by Squire Boone and
his brother, Daniel, this area of southeast Indiana was then settled
and developed into a new village. Squire Boone Caverns offers you
several fun adventures for your family including cave tours, grist
mill, pioneer village, and, if going underground is not your thing,
you can now zipline over the caverns and village.
*Special Note: 1700s Rendezvous Weekend. Reenactments and
demonstrations of 18th century America. June 27-28.*
Cave Tour Prices are $16 for adults; $8.50 children 6-11; free for
children under 6. Various prices for all other activities.
www.squireboonecaverns.com
Mauckport, IN (Region 12)
ALBANESE CANDY FACTORY
Ooey, gooey, yummy goodness! Charlie may have had his fun at
Willy Wonka’s Chocolate Factory, but we have our own little piece
of candy heaven at the Albanese Confectionary in Merrillville!
Gummy bears, gummy butterf lies, chocolate covered almonds,
roasted mixed nuts…the list goes on and on. Self guided tours are
offered so you can see and learn about the making of the “World’s
Best Gummies”.

Tour Prices: Free (self guided tour within the store; can watch
candy being made, videos and candy sampling)
www.albanesecandy.com
Merillville, IN (Region 1)
DEEP RIVER WATER PARK
With 12 water attractions including a wave pool, lazy river, tube
slides, extreme drop slides…there is aquatic fun for your whole
family. Bring your cooler with picnic goodies or eat at one of their
waterside eateries.
Tickets are $20.95 pp to $24.95 pp depending on day of the week
and date within the summer months.
www.deepriverwaterpark.com
Crown Point, IN (Region 1)
INDIANA DUNES STATE PARK
Sand dunes over 20 stories high. Breath taking sunsets over the
endless water. Sandcastles and surf in fresh water. The Indiana
Dunes State Park offers a relaxed beach vacation plus hiking,
nature trails, bird watching, fishing, and camping. The majestic
Lake Michigan and the surrounding dunes are an outdoors loving
family’s playground.
*Special Note: Do not miss the Indiana Dunes Visitor Center
(1215 N St Rd 49 N, Porter) to help you learn more about the lake,
the dunes, and their ecosystem.
$5 Daily Entrance Fee Per Vehicle
http://www.in.gov/dnr/parklake/2980.htm
Chesterton, IN (Region 1)
INTERNATIONAL CIRCUS HALL OF FAME
Lions and tigers and bears oh my! Ok, not quite, but come bring
the kids or just the young at heart and discover the history, art,
and tradition of the life under the big top. The International
Circus Hall of Fame is open May 1 – August 31, but the real fun
and excitement happens during Circus Week, July 11-19. You can
meet international circus performers, take elephant rides, hear the
calliope concert, and see a big top parade!
Admission $10 for adults, $8 for children, 5 and under free.
www.circushof.com
Peru, IN (Region 15)
JEAN-ANN MILLER is a second generation homeschooler
who is currently homeschooling four children in elementary
to Jr. High. She owns and operates a small business with her
husband. Jean-Ann loves Jesus, her family, the outdoors, and
her numerous farm animals.
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KNOW & MEET THE REAL NEED
Like most children, our girls outgrow their clothes and shoes at an
alarming rate. It can literally happen from one week to the next.
When we see children wearing worn or ill-fitting clothes in Haiti, we
instinctively want to pack our duffels full of our gently worn clothes
and hand them out to everyone we see. What we learned is that the
real need of most of our boys and girls in Haiti is black dress shoes.
Educated children are the future of Haiti. If you don’t have dress
shoes, you are not allowed to attend school. Haitian tailors make the
required uniforms, but shoes are often hard to obtain. Guess what we
decided was a better thing with which to fill our duffels? We collect
black dress shoes from friends and family, from garage sales, and
from our own girls’ pile of outgrown items.
On our trip last October, we packed a bag full of girls black dress
shoes for the church to distribute to children as they found need.
In November, Eline, the wife of our field missionary, told us of the
blessing it was to give a pair of those shoes to a young girl named
Chrissne who needed them so she could go to school. Chrissne is 12
years old and works two jobs to help her family. Part of the money
she earns helps her go to school. With her hard work and the gift of
a simple pair of shoes, she is now able to attend school.

— Cameron & Jennifer Mayhill

Sharing is hard. Toddlers don’t naturally share
toys. Busy people have trouble sharing their
time. We really don’t prefer to share dark chocolate. But, sharing can
also be easy. It’s fun to share a great new recipe, photos of the kids, or a
homeschool curriculum idea that has really worked for us.

When we get busy – when we’re behind in planning or grading, when the house is a mess, or
when we feel overwhelmed – we find sharing doesn’t happen as much or as easily. Sharing
a meal with a new mama takes having the right groceries on hand. Sharing an evening with
a discouraged friend means making sure someone can take care of the kids. Being ready to
share can take some planning.
In 1 Timothy 6:18, Paul is encouraging Timothy with these words: “They are to do good, to be
rich in good works, to be generous, and ready to share.” This is a great reminder to all of us
as we homeschool our children, serve in our churches, and look for opportunities to be used
by God in our communities and, hopefully, around the world. Just like teaching math takes
knowing the materials, planning the lesson and following through, being “generous and
ready to share” takes intentional preparation so that we can do so effectively and regularly.
Our family serves stateside with Haitian Christian Outreach in fundraising, communications,
and leading short-term teams. We’ve learned first-hand that preparing to serve will result in
more blessings for those we serve because we can really meet true needs.
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Be Ready To Share

It would have been fun to give the gently used outfits that our girls
had worn to the girls in Peredo. But we can fit a lot of shoes into one
duffel bag. And each pair of shoes represents one child being able to
attend school, receiving a solid biblical and academic education, one
meal a day, and needed health care.

PLAN AHEAD
Small or large. Locally or internationally. Sending or going.
Collecting and giving or serving and helping. Let’s all use 1
Timothy 6:18 to spur us on to good works. Use these tips to help
your family become intentional about serving:
Consider various opportunities for service in your homeschool
just like you consider different history and grammar curriculums.
Find a mission or ministry that reaches out to the materially
poor.
Get to know the ministry’s needs. Talk with the staff and/or
missionary. Ask what they really need.
Fill the need. Be creative about how God might be asking you to
meet the needs you discover. Involve others and dream big!
Serve with them. This is a real way to share in the work. Maybe
you can serve once a month in your hometown or once a year
on a mission trip.
Whether it is internationally or in your local community, our
prayer is that you will find what Frederick Buechner described:
“The place God calls you to is the place where your deep gladness
and the world’s deep hunger meet.”
CAMERON & JENNIFER MAYHILL and their two daughters
are a missional homeschooling family. Active members of Kokomo
Area Schools at Home (KASH), the Mayhills are passionate about
families practicing biblical discipleship through the education
of the next generation. They currently serve with Haitian
Christian Outreach – Cameron as Director of Development and Jennifer as
part-time Communications Director. To learn more about HCO, visit
www.haitianchristian.org.

With a little planning and knowing the true need, we were able to be
generous and ready to share. We had great joy knowing we had met
a true need, not just something we had perceived as a need. And it’s
something that is easy for us – or anyone – to keep doing.
DREAM BIG
Last August, a pastor friend came to Haiti and wanted to do
something significant. Richard’s church wanted to dream big. They
were ready to share and be generous in meeting a real need.
Our school in the small mountain village of Kapotyer was bursting at
the seams. The classes that couldn’t fit into our church building were
meeting in three makeshift classrooms built with plywood walls with
a piece of scrap tin for the roof. It was just enough to provide a little
shade from the hot sun.
Richard’s church of 120 people in rural West Virginia raised $10,000
in four months to meet this need. They provided an additional 1,000
square feet of new classroom space and school benches. They worked
together. They combined their efforts. And they trusted God with a
big dream of sharing and being generous.
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Want to Help?
There are several ways you can get involved. Make dresses
yourself, host a sewing party, visit the Little Dresses for Africa
headquarters near Detroit or even donate pillow cases or even
funds to cover shipping.
Please visit www.littledressesforafrica.org for more
information.
PLEASE SIZE before sending: group small, mediums, large
sizes. Feel free to add pockets or lace! All styles and patterns
will be appreciated by the little girls. Avoid buttons and
zippers!

Why 99-Year-Old Lillian Weber Is Not Retired
—Jackie Franks

We size them by length from the shoulder to the hem.

Small = size 2, 3, and 4 (16-22 inches long)
Medium = size 5, 6, and 7 (24-28 inches long)
Large = size 8,9, and 10 (30-34 inches long)
X-Large = size 11 and above
(anything over 35 inches long)

She has no plans of retiring anytime soon. By May 6, 2015*,
when she’ll celebrate her 100th birthday, Lillian Weber hopes

to have sewn and donated her 1,000th handmade dress for young girls in Africa. Lillian begins
a new dress every morning at her home in the small town of Bettendorf, Iowa, to benefit Little

Along with investing in her family, Weber said the dresses are now
part of her life’s mission. “I think that it’s very important to have
something different for these little girls,” she says. “I imagine four
or five of them standing in a row, and they’ve got a little dress on
and they’re all different.”

“I feel the good Lord has given me this to do.” ~Lillian Weber
The people at Little Dresses for Africa have named Lillian their
“sewing celebrity.” The organization has even launched a personal
shipping fund for Lillian’s dresses.
“I never get tired of looking at them,” says Rachel O’Neill, founder
and director of Little Dresses for Africa. “She likes to do the little
extras, and believe me, [the little girls] love it.” O’Neill personally
delivered some of Lillian’s dresses to Malawi in October 2014. “She’s
my hero,” O’Neill says. “When someone like Lillian goes the extra
mile, it shows.”
Lillian’s daughters help by cutting out the fabric, and Lillian takes
it the rest of the way. “She can thread a needle at 99; I can’t thread a
needle and I’m not near that old,” said Linda Purcell, one of Weber’s
daughters. “She makes the dresses because it helps her stay busy and
staying busy keeps her out of a nursing home. She says she has no
intention of slowing down or retiring.”
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“If I’m still able to do it, I’ll continue all the way through because I
know I’m making little girls happy. And that is very, very important
to me.” ~Lillian Weber
What a better place this sad world would be if all of us who were
able-bodied said ‘no’ to retiring to the TV set or some other
inwardly-focused pastime and decided to re-tread to serve others.
Oh, that our hands would be used to love a neighbor, near or far, as
we would want to be loved ourselves.

photos: www.littledressesforafrica.org

Dresses for Africa, a registered 501c3 Christian nonprofit that sends dresses overseas to impoverished girls in Africa
and beyond. It is reported in Africa that girls wearing a new little dress are much less likely to be abducted, abused, or molested
because the new little dress shows that someone cares about them. Each dress takes four hours for Lillian to complete from start
to finish, and it’s been her daily hobby for the past three years. To date, that has amounted to a whopping 855 dresses!

“If I’m still able to
do it, I’ll continue
all the way through
because I know I’m
making little girls
happy. And that is
very, very important
to me.”
~Lillian Weber

What a cool role model!
Lillian Weber is the kind of woman I want to be when I’m 99! Do
you know of another senior who is making a difference?
“This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for
us. And we ought to lay down our lives for our brothers. If anyone
has material possessions and sees his brother in need but has no
pity on him, how can the love of God be in him? Dear children,
let us not love with words or tongue but with actions and in truth.”
~1 John 3: 16-18.
*This article is a reprint from Deep Roots at Home. http://www.deeprootsathome.com/
why-99-year-old-lillian-weber-is-not-retired/

JACKIE FRANKS has been a wife to her husband and a teacher
of her children in the home for 40 years. Now a new season has
come, and with the blessing of her husband, she writes her blog as
an encouragement to herself and others. (Titus 2: 3-5).
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Advertise in The Informer! Promote your homeschool
family-owned business, place a classified ad,
or advertise a ministry, service or educational
opportunity that is directly related to home education.
Contact advertising@iahe.net for details and rates.

TIPTON BOOK SALE
GENESIS UNITE HOMESCHOOL SOCCER
Looking for homeschoolers interested in playing
on a homeschool travel soccer team in the Greenwood area.
Please text contact information to (317) 225-0457

HSF Ambassadors help families homeschool through hard times.
Visit www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer to learn more.
Home School Foundation
... the charitable arm of HSLDA

Explore Indiana..
Underground & Above
Historic Corydon, Harrison County where you can
visit Indiana’s First State Capitol and discover the
beauty that lies beneath at one of our three caves.
Just 2 hours from Indianapolis

thisisIndiana.org
888-738-2137
stacyp@thisisIndiana.org

#10535

June 2nd, 2015 / Noon to 4 P.M.
Tipton 4-H Building, 1200 S. Main Street
80+ tables, free admission and workshops, snack bar. $5 table.
Patricia Shuck TiptonBookSale@aol.com or (765) 513-8545
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Since 1983

Fly into a Faerie Exploration
at Minnetrista!

Minnetrista Explorer Bags

Available Year-Round
Explorer bags lead you on exciting explorations with all the necessary gadgets inside! The bags change
regularly, so come back soon to try out a new one!
Faerie Hunt Bag
Explore the books and gardens that inspired Elisabeth
“Betty” Ball’s faerie poetry!
Learn about the 100-year legacy of faeries at
Minnetrista.

Search for faeries across the beautiful campus.
Don a crown and scout out faerie rings.
Send a note by Faerie Post!

Visit Minnetrista’s Front Desk or minnetrista.net/explorer-bags for more Explorer Bags
and to discover Adventure Cards.

1200 n. minnetrista pkwy.
muncie, in 47303 765.282.4848
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