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your way to Minnetrista’s new exhibit!
Bugs: Outside the Box

Discover bugs up close and larger-than-life—through enormous insect replicas at Minnetrista! View a butterfly with a
five-foot wingspan, a beetle with pinchers the size of your head, and a giant cicada that’s as tall as a person! Explore insect
anatomy, observe preserved bug species, and reveal how insects have evolved over time in this creepy-crawly exhibit!

Wicked Bugs

Explore the relationship between bugs, humans, and the natural
world in this eerie exhibit—unveiling the darker side of
bugs and their path of destruction throughout history.
Discover the louse that conquered Napoleon’s
army, which insect is responsible for
ravaging entire continents, a
gardener’s most-unlikely
nemesis, and which pest
is the deadliest!

On exhibit:
June 1–August 25

Connect with us online!

1200 N. Minnetrista Pkwy. Muncie, IN 47303 • (765) 282-4848

14113EX

Minnetrista.net
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Welcome

a note from the editor

The Informer Magazine

The Informer is published quarterly by the
Indiana Assocation of Home Educators
(IAHE) to provide information, inspiration,
and support to homeschool families.
Subscriptions are FREE upon request. The
mailing list for The Informer is never sold
or rented.
The articles in this magazine reflect the
freedom of home educators in Indiana to
choose from a wide variety of homeschool
philosophies and teaching methods.
Opinions and attitudes expressed in
articles do not necessarily reflect the
beliefs of the Indiana Association of Home
Educators. IAHE does not endorse or
advocate any one method or philosophy.
The Board encourages each home
educator to seek God’s will in determining
what is best for him, his school, and his
students.

ADVERTISING

Advertising is available on a first-come,
first-served, space-available basis. For ad
information and rates, please download
our Advertiser’s Packet on our website or
contact
advertising@iahe.net.
We
appreciate the advertisers who help
us to bring this publication to you.
Please let them know that you saw
their advertisement.
Publication of
advertisements
does
not
signify
endorsement of items or services offered.

ARTICLE SUBMISSIONS

Please see The Informer’s Writer’s
Guidelines at www.iahe.net or contact
writing@iahe.net.

COPYRIGHT

© by the Indiana Association of Home
Educators. Permission is needed to reprint
any portion of the magazine, except
where noted. Please contact us at
informer@ iahe.net.

SCRIPTURE VERSIONS

Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken
from the New King James Version®. Copyright
© 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) and
(NIV1984) are taken from the Holy Bible, New
International Version®, NIV® Copyright © 1973,
1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission.
All rights reserved worldwide.
Scripture quotations noted (K JV*) are
paraphrased translations by the author from
the King James Version of the Bible, and are
reprinted with the author’s full permission to
use them in the context of this article.

Woo-hoo! It’s almost convention time! The convention team has been working for
months to bring together an event that helps “Refine Us, O Lord.” Who among us
could use some fine-tuning? A boost? Some refreshment? I sure could. And I know
a lot of homeschooling families who could as well. (I bet you do too.) I hope you’ll
invite others to join you at this year’s convention.
In this issue, we’ve put together a little preview of the inspiration and encouragement
you’ll find when we gather at the State Fairgrounds at the end of May. Gregg Harris
and Dr. Brian Ray have a passion for equipping homeschooling families to educate
and disciple their children more effectively. You won’t want to miss their keynote
addresses.
We’ve also included a sneak peek at some of our workshop speakers and vendors.
Yes, you’ll have to balance that ever-pressing convention question – Shop or rest
your feet while learning? I hope you’ll take the opportunity to do some of each.
Oftentimes, we know that many homeschool conventions are geared toward moms.
This year, there are great options for dads, teens, and children also. But don’t take
my word for it. Check out the convention section and visit www.iahe.net for even
more details.
Also in this issue, you’ll find some great opportunities for engaging with those
around you, whether it is with your family, homeschool families in crisis, or through
participating in civic matters. Don’t forget to have some fun this summer! Take a
field trip. Launch a potato. Go for a hike in the woods. Enjoy!
I can’t wrap up a preview of what’s ahead in this issue without thanking our
advertisers. We’re working hard to bring you an excellent, God-honoring
publication. And we couldn’t do it without the organizations that are supporting
our efforts through their advertising dollars. Would you take a moment and thank
them for their service to the Indiana homeschooling community? Help them see
that their advertising is making a difference!
I hope you’ll engage with the community of home educators in Indiana if you
haven’t already. Get to know another family. Build relationships. Share ideas. Let’s
help, encourage, and refine one another—together!
Enjoying the journey,

Jennifer Mayhill
Managing Editor
informer@iahe.net
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Regional
Representatives
serve the homeschooling
community throughout
Indiana. Each representative is
a veteran homeschooler who
can help answer the questions
of a family just starting out.
They also communicate with
local support groups in their
region and keep them up to
date on changes in the
law and activities
throughout the state.
You can contact your regional
representative for information
about spelling bees, sport
clubs, book fairs, curriculum
advice, workshops,
standardized testing and
convention information. They
can also help you find a
support group in your area, or
if none is available, they’ll help
you start one.

Region 1

Region 9

Dennis & Tamra
Wells
219-689-6091
r1@iahe.net

Dan & Shawn
King
765-620-2820
r9@iahe.net

Region 2

Region 10

Jason & Stacy
Hanaway
260-350-0993
r2@iahe.net

Greg & Kimberly
Laskowski
812-508-9030
r10@iahe.net

Region 3

Region 11

Kevin & Mari
Doerr
765-413-7978
r3@iahe.net

Dave & Eve
Drew
812-827-2326
r11@iahe.net

Region 4

Region 12

Pat & Kathy
Balke
574-594-3815
r4@iahe.net

Jon & Debbie
Sweetland
812-944-0912
r12@iahe.net

Region 5

Region 13

Warren & Karen
Whitesell
765-435-2206
r5@iahe.net

Steve & Rebecca
Barnes
765-857-2330
r13@iahe.net

Region 6

Region 14

Dave & Becky
Bowyer
765-342-7442
r6@iahe.net

Tom & Lisa
Heady
765-763-8405
r14@iahe.net

Region 7

Region 15

Shawn & Amy
Canaday
317-773-3855
r7@iahe.net

Cameron & Jennifer
Mayhill
765-461-5340
r15@iahe.net

Region 8

Mark & Tara
Bentley
812-667-6955
r8@iahe.net

For all other regions,
please contact the IAHE Office at

office@iahe.net

Indiana

Field Trips

Check out the following!

Fair Oaks Farm
Morgan-Monroe
State Forest
Exotic Feline Rescue 		
Center
Joseph Moore Museum,
Earlham College

Does your family school year round? Perhaps
you’re looking for an educational escape
during the hot months of summer. Check
out these Indiana field trip ideas submitted
by a few of our IAHE Facebook fans.
FAIR OAKS FARM
Need a Fair Oaks Farms grilled cheese fix?
Organizing a family or group outing in the
country? Want to plan a field trip that your
students will never forget? No matter what
your deal is, Fair Oaks Farms is the place
to be. A family destination conveniently
located between Chicago and Indianapolis,
Fair Oaks Farms is the perfect destination
for any playful soul. Hang out with family
and friends, chow down on the best grilled
cheese sandwiches in the land, learn about
modern dairy farming, or watch a baby calf
being born.
$6 to $10 per person
www.fofarms.com
Fair Oaks, IN (Region 1)
All ages

6 the informer | www.iahe.net

MORGAN-MONROE STATE FOREST
Looking for a great outdoor experience? Consider Morgan-Monroe
State Forest. Experience native plants and animals while hiking the
trails with your group, climb to the top of a fire tower, and enjoy
the playground equipment with young children. When bringing
a group, consider contacting forestry services for additional
educational opportunities.
$1 to $5 per person
www.in.gov/dnr/forestry/4816.htm
(765) 342-4026
Martinsville, IN (Region 6)
All ages

TURKEY RUN STATE PARK
Turkey Run State Park has a nature center with a planetarium show
at 2:00 PM each day. The nature center also has an observation bee
hive, reptiles in cases, and a sitting room where you can watch and
listen to songbirds. You can also hike on beautiful trails which have
interesting rock formations.
$5.00 per car Fri.-Sun. and no fee during the week.
$1 to $5 per person
www.turkeyrunstatepark.com
(765) 597-2635
Marshall, IN (Region 5)
All ages

Located in Clay County, the center will host group field trips or
families can also visit on their own. Check out the website for
info and photos.
$6 to $10 per person
www.exoticfelinerescuecenter.org/home.html
(812) 835-1130
Center Point, IN (Region 9)
All ages					
Photo credits: Grilled cheese, dairy cows, cheese & barn: Fair Oaks Farm;
Forest photo: sxc.hu~ Krappweis; leopards & lioness: Amanda Runge

JOSEPH MOORE MUSEUM, EARLHAM COLLEGE
This museum has free admission and a planetarium shown to
visitors on demand. Put those critical thinking skills to the test
while browsing the exhibits and be prepared to discuss the Biblical
view of the age of the earth with your children. With that viewpoint
in mind, the exhibits are extremely interesting and educational.
Visit their website for more details!
www.earlham.edu/joseph-moore-museum
(765)983-1303
Richmond, IN (Region 13)
All ages

Encore exists so that the process of choosing
an instrument is relaxed, enjoyable, and fun.

EXOTIC FELINE RESCUE CENTER

We invite you to visit the store and experience
Encore for yourself.

With over 230 exotic felines calling the EFRC home, they are
one of the largest rescue centers in the United States for abused,
unwanted and neglected exotic felines.

Do you have an idea for a fall field trip?
Let us know!

View all of the fine instruments from
“The Studio” at:
www.encoreorchestral.com/studio
5282 E 65th Street
Indianapolis, IN 46220
www.encoreorchestral.com
317.577.3434 • 1.800.974.4713

www.iahe.net |
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Home School
Foundation’s
Ambassador
program comes to

INDIANA
—by Debi Ketron

offers assistance to
homeschooling families
with various needs:
widows
single parents
special needs
military families
curriculum relief
disaster relief
& more

The Home School Foundation (HSF) is a nationwide organization whose mission is to bless
homeschool families during a time of crisis and to further the cause of home education.
HSF is the charitable arm of the Home School Legal Defense Association (HSLDA) and
was founded in 1994. These two organizations work together in their mission to help and
support the homeschool community. HSF offers assistance to homeschooling families
with various needs: widows, single parents, special needs, military families, curriculum
relief, disaster relief, and more.
“Several of Arizona’s homeschool families have been blessed through assistance from HSF,
including our own family. Our oldest son was diagnosed with an aggressive form of leukemia
in 2010 and we know firsthand the blessing that HSF can be to a family faced with a sudden,
substantial, and uncontrollable hardship. After seeking treatment in four different medical
institutions across the country over a 25-month period, our beloved son went home to be with the
Lord at the end of November, 2012. As we look back at our family’s home-life and homeschooling
journey during this time, we are forever grateful for the practical help, encouraging notes,
and prayer support offered by the HSF. Under the shadow of uncertainty and unforeseen
medical expenses, we never had to worry about whether or not we would be able to continue to
homeschool. Now it is time to give back, and I am personally honored to serve as the Arizona
State Ambassador for HSF.” (C. in Phoenix, AZ).

8 the informer | www.iahe.net
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HSF

Do you know a homeschooling family in
your community who is in crisis? The Home
School Foundation may be able to help.

Give Your Time

Give Your Talent

How You Can Help Bring HSF to Indiana

Give Your Resources

Make a cash donation to HSF. You can put your money to work
in a variety of ways that have eternal consequences and express

GIVE YOUR TIME

timely compassion. If you donate, please write “Indiana” on the

“A faithful ambassador brings healing.” Proverbs 13:17b (Amplified)

memo line of your check to ensure your funds are used to help
an Indiana homeschooling family in need. Credit card or debit

Pray for the work of the HSF and that the Lord will bring

card donations can made on the HSF website. All donations to

together homeschool families in a significant way, so that no

HSF are tax-deductible.

substantial need or situation of crisis goes unaddressed.
Give an HSLDA membership scholarship. Even though
Consider serving as a Community Ambassador in your home-

the best support system includes combination membership

school support group or community. You can serve as the contact

in a local support group, a state support organization, and a

person, regularly coordinating prayer and identifying needs

national support organization like HSLDA, many times families

within your own network. Ambassadors assist with service

cannot afford to do all three. For this reason, the HSF offers the

projects and share substantial needs with the state coordinator.

Members Helping Members Fund so families in need can apply

Our goal is to have a Community Ambassador from each support

for a scholarship toward the annual membership fee.

group in our state.
Use “Clicks” for homeschooling when shopping online for
Organize a fundraiser. Community A mbassadors are

items that you are going to purchase anyway. Become familiar

encouraged to organize at least one fundraising event a year.

with the participating product and service providers and add the

There are many ways to raise funds on behalf of the HSF that

link to your computer for easy shopping. All proceeds from this

your support group families can rally around as an annual

link support the The Compassion Fund.

service project.
GIVE YOUR TALENT
“You will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with
Dwellings.” Isaiah 58:12b (NIV)
Offer service or trade skills to a family in need. When a
crisis or disaster hits, families often find it difficult to continue
funding their homeschooling efforts because of sudden and
uncontrollable expenses. Having extra volunteer hands help
with home repairs, painting, yard clean-up, plumbing needs,
moving services, child care, or professional services can be a
huge help to the family. What talents or skills do you have that
you are able to offer to a homeschooling family in need in your
area? Just being willing and available is a huge blessing.
GIVE YOUR RESOURCES
“Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: To

Purchase the HSLDA Cookbook: Family Favorites from the
Homeschool Kitchen. A portion of the purchase price goes to the
Compassion Fund.
As we are building a base of Community Ambassadors in Indiana,
contact me directly about your specific skills or offer so I can put
you in touch with the right contact.
Thank you for making it a priority to homeschool your children
and for considering ways that you can encourage others to stay
the course even during a difficult season in their life. Together, we
have the opportunity to connect with struggling homeschooling
families who may not otherwise be helped.
IAHE Board Member DEBI KETRON is the Indiana State
Ambassador for the Home School Foundation. Contact
her at instateambassador@gmail.com. Learn more at
www.homeschoolfoundation.org/volunteer.

look after orphans and widows in their distress.” James 1:27a (NIV)

www.iahe.net |
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Why Be Involved in Politics,
When Things Look So Bad?
—by Micah Clark
According to surveys, homeschool students, graduates, and
parents tend to be better informed and more involved in civic
matters than public school families. Research has shown that homeschool graduates are more likely to vote, write a letter to the editor,
or attend a public meeting than their peers educated in government schools.
So, why an article titled, “Why Be Involved in Politics?” The
emphasis in this article is on the later half of the title, “When Things
Look So Bad.” Only the most naive have not noticed how our nation
has declined in recent years. Our fiscal condition is unsustainable
and nearly catastrophic. The same is true for our moral condition.
Need proof? According to the Heritage Foundation, three federal
programs out of thousands, Social Security, Medicaid, and
Medicare, consume more than half of the U.S. budget today. By
2025, these three entitlement programs alone will consume all tax
revenues collected in that year. According to Morality in Media,
four out of five 16-year-old boys today regularly view Internet
porn. These two facts alone spell major, unprecedented changes
for the face of our American society as we know it.
So, with things so bad, why spend time investing ourselves in

1.

WE SHOULD NOT MAKE DECISIONS ABOUT
GETTING INVOLVED BASED UPON WHO IS
WINNING AND LOSING.

‘Are we winning?’ is the wrong question. If an intruder broke into
a home in the middle of the night, what parent or grandparent
would wait and wonder if they could stop the intruder before they
grab a gun, a baseball bat, or call 911? No good parent would say,
“Well, I can’t win, so what’s the use? We’re upstairs. Have it your
way.” Why? Because their children are worth protecting. The
important question is not “can we win if we get involved in these
cultural battles?” The real consideration is that America, with all
her problems, is still worth defending.

2.

IF WE ARE CHRISTIANS,
WE ARE COMMANDED TO BE INVOLVED.

the public arena? Here are five reasons I believe we need to get

In Matthew 22, Christ is asked, “What is the greatest of the

involved:

commandments?” The answer is to love the Lord your God with

10 the informer | www.iahe.net

5.

all your heart, soul and mind. We are also commanded to love our
neighbors as ourselves. Compassion for others should cause us
to be concerned. Care for the unborn, the elderly, and the poor

families, and people of traditional values than the media will

mantra of “why should I care as long as it doesn’t affect me” is a

ever let be known. There were 35 million “evangelical born

dangerously humanistic lie that Christ followers should reject. It is

again” Christians who voted last year. This represents 26% of

easy to forget in this information age that headlines and data, such

the electorate, compared to just 10% for the highly discussed

as 55 million abortions since 1973, 46 million divorces since 1970,

Hispanic vote. Most estimates conclude that at least 20 million

7 million Americans addicted to legal prescription drugs, and 1.4

evangelical Christians didn’t even bother to vote. We, who know

million bankruptcies in 2011, represent real lives of hurting people.

that the future is in the Lord’s hands, also know that we all have a

TRUE COMPASSION OFTEN REQUIRES

duty to “render unto Caesar the things that are Caesar’s.” Today,

PUBLIC ACTION

what Caesar needs most is our voice for Christian values in the
public arena.

When the abolitionists rose up to fight slavery, we do not have
records showing that church congregations simply traveled to the

Regardless of how recent events and news headlines make you

South to give plantation slaves water, bandages, or medicine for

feel, or even if they just make you worry about America’s current

their wounds from the field manager’s whip. True compassion

condition, the public arena desperately needs you. Your elected

ultimately required government action and intervention. There

officials need to hear from you. Remember too, that your support

are some times when civic action is the most loving thing one can

of IAHE, and groups like the American Family Association of

do for their neighbor.

4.

A PROPER PERSPECTIVE

We understand that there are far more Christians, homeschool

should drive us to be involved in the public arena. The growing

3.

WE SPEAK UP BECAUSE THE BIBLE GIVES US

Indiana, are an important part of your civic involvement.

IF NOT US, THEN WHO?

Micah Clark and his wife, Cherie, have two home-educated

children, nine-year-old Ben and ten-year-old Olivia. Micah is
the Executive Director for the American Family Association of
Indiana and the Legislative Advisor for the Indiana Association
of Home Educators. Micah works with various issues before
the Indiana General Assembly and in the culture, which impact
Hoosier families. You can learn more about AFA at www.afain.net.

There is a saying that nature abhors a vacuum. If people of faith
and values do not speak up, other voices will prevail in our system.
Those voices may be among the first to end our homeschool
freedoms, religious liberties, or even something as foundational
as the 2nd Amendment.

YOU can help make it possible!
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—by Gregg Harris

—Mary Lawson Carney

Way back in 1986, I heard him
at a conference. We started
homeschooling the very
next school year.

—Debbie Ralph Burks

We heard him in London, Ontario
in the early 90s before
homeschooling was well known in
Canada. I still remember some of
the things he spoke about, and he
definitely influenced own decision
to homeschool.

—Jeff & Beth Rockwell,
Ontario Christian Home
Educators’ Connection

12 the informer | www.iahe.net

The IAHE is pleased
pioneer Gregg Harris

to have homeschooling
as one of our keynote

speakers for this year’s convention. Many Indiana families credit the Harris family
as the inspiration behind their own decision to homeschool. We are looking
forward to hearing Gregg share his message with the next generation.
His sons are also reaching the next generation. Joshua Harris, wrote
I Kissed Dating Goodbye. Alex & Brett Harris are founders and co-hosts of
www.TheRebelution.com and co-authors of Do Hard Things. Here is a preview of
some of the thoughts Gregg will share.

Where
does
our de cision to
homeschool fit

homeschooling is morally superior or
mandatory for my salvation, but rather
because it is wise.

into God’s larger purposes in our lives? Are

W hen we ca n demonst rate t hat

we to homeschool as a matter of preference,

homeschooling is in fact a great example of

or of conviction? Should we homeschool

the goodness and wisdom of God’s ways, we

at any cost, or are there times and places

win more young parents to homeschooling,

where other educational options should

and for that matter, to faith in Christ

be considered?

Himself. We don’t have to homeschool, we
get to homeschool because it is better in

I believe in homeschooling. My late wife,
Sono and I have homeschooled our own
children since 1981. I’ve continued to
homeschool even through hard times.
My decision is based, not on a view that

every way.
We are called to shine as lights in the midst
of the darkness of this world. Shining
as a light involves being a stark contrast
to whatever is going on around us. Our

photo from sxc.hu ~szajmon

Gregg and Sono were pioneers
in both the homeschooling
movement and in being the face
of homeschooling in the early
years. Gregg’s influence has had
a profound effect still being
felt today by the ministry of HIS
children to OUR children.

decision to homeschool our children should be part of this

velvet on the tabletop and spread his diamonds out over the cloth.

adventure of shining as lights in the midst of the darkness of

Each diamond shines with a stunning magnificence because of the

this world.

backdrop provided by the darkness. Our God is a great jeweler.
He is not frustrated by the darkness of

The way we go about homeschooling

this world. He has provided a way for us

also allows us to shine as lights in the

and for our children to shine as lights in

midst of the darkness. There are many

the midst of the darkness. “Greater is he

philosophies of education represented

that is in us than he that is in the world.”

even in the homeschooling movement.

And because of the Gospel we not only

I personally embrace what I call

can live well in this world, we can bring

delight-directed study. My role as a

others back to God through our ministry

parent and as a teacher is to protect their

as ambassadors for Christ.

mental junk food and to instead spread before my children an

Homeschooling is one very important part of my lifestyle as an

educational feast. This approach is inspired by the proverb which

ambassador. It is for that reason that I homeschool my children. It

tells us, “Great are the works of the Lord, they are pondered by all

is wise. It is as a matter of conviction because I want to shine.

who delight in them.”
So, even within the homeschooling movement we have opportunity
to shine as lights by providing a clear contrast between what we
are doing and what others around us are doing. But this shining

Gregg Harris’s greatest delight is to explain the Gospel to

someone who does not yet trust God enough to obey Jesus
Christ as Lord. He and his late wife, Sono, have been involved
in the Christian homeschooling movement since 1980. Gregg
introduced Christian homeschooling to over 180,000 families
through The Home Schooling Workshop, and wrote The
Christian Home School.

responsibility is not a license to be judgmental or legalistic. To
the contrary, it is a call to respect the rights of others to do things
differently.
Under the Lordship of Christ we are free to do whatever we
believe to be most glorifying to God. We have tremendous liberty
to do what we believe will bear the best fruit as a display of his
goodness and his wisdom in our circumstances. When we choose
to do something that is startlingly different from those around us,

Chalk Dust Company
s Quality Math Programs -- Basic Math-Calculus I
DVDs, accredited books, student technical support

s 15 Years Serving the Homeschool Family
s Discounts - see www.chalkdust.com

it should not be a cause for pride or feelings of superiority. Rather,
it should be our opportunity to provide a better way for others to
consider. Our goal is to win others to the goodness and wisdom of
God rather than to offend them and drive them away.
We are living in a time of great social and political transition. The
world in which we live is racing rapidly toward greater darkness,
calling good evil and evil good. Unless we see another Great
Awakening in our nation, our children and grandchildren will have
to live in a much darker world.
There is no reason for us to be discouraged by the changes we see in
the world around us. When a jeweler wishes to place his diamonds
in a magnificent display he will often spread out a piece of black

Dana Mosely
FREE DVD Evaluation Sampler

800-588-7564

(aka Uncle Buck)
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mental appetites from being ruined by

A Fresh Look at
the Discipleship
of Children
—by Brian D. Ray, Ph.D.

information for our organization.

—Debi Ketron

One of my early fears about
homeschooling was about how
would my children stack up
academically. I knew my wife and
I would could see our progress on
training disciples for our Lord, but
what about academics? Dr. Brian
Ray’s research not only erased my
fear, he gave me great comfort
on how well home educated
students were doing across
America. Come hear what the
latest research is telling us about
home education.

—Frank Franks

The IAHE is pleased to have homeschooling expert Dr. Brian Ray
as one of our keynote speakers for our 2013 convention. Dr. Ray
has been a vital leader in the homeschooling movement since 1990. We are looking
forward to hearing him share more about his work and his homeschooling ministry.
Here is a preview of Dr. Ray’s message.

Chr is tians ke e p
trying to come to
ter ms with the
education – teaching, training, and
indoctrination – that is given to the large
majority of children and youth from
Christian homes in state-run (i.e., public)
schools. Some have already sent their
children away to public schools to be
taught there, some are considering doing
so, and some have grandchildren in them;
others are church leaders who are trying to
determine what counsel to give to parents
about the education of their young.
A nd many Christian parents tr y to
rationalize the placing of their children
in government schools. Three key points
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should be kept in mind while considering
the substance and “place” of education.
First, from the very beginning, one of
the main reasons for the founding and
existence of “common schools” (i.e., what
are now called public schools) in the U.S.
was the control of one group of people over
another group of people.
Second, many people think there has
never been as much controversy over
the public-school system in America as
there is now. But whether the “system’s”
level of controversy is now at an 8 on a
10-point scale and it had never exceeded
a 7 before this decade is a red-herring
fallacy. Some historians might say that the
acute controversies many decades ago split
groups of people more than they do today.
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Every year at the Legislative Day,
the IAHE distributes Dr. Ray’s
studies to the legislators at the
Indiana Statehouse. We are
pleased that we have a respected
pioneer in the homeschool
community providing statistical

Third, and perhaps most importantly, it is time for American

or their children under the tutelage of pagans or nonbelievers?

Christians to admit a few things that most have wanted to ignore

Or, does He forbid this?

for a long time. The first is that our states’ public (government-run)
schools were never designed to lift up the name and truth of the

A stripped-of-culture and simple biblical reading of the word

Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to lead children and teens to enjoy

of God reveals that parents – fathers in particular – are clearly

and serve Him forever, and to teach students that all persons,

given the authority and responsibility pertaining to the education,

including those in government-run agencies, should bow their

upbringing, and discipleship of their children. Fathers are urged to

knee to the King. There never existed the “good old days” when

walk and commune with their children on a daily or more-frequent

this was the main purpose of state-controlled schooling in the U.S.

basis. Parents are to provide an environment for their children that
word at any and all times of the day. Fathers are exhorted to teach

believer should carefully try a thought experiment that is backed

all the ways of the Lord to their children, in detail. Fathers’ hearts

up by a little work and energy. Imagine oneself as an alien to the

are to be toward their children, and then the children’s hearts will

word of God and human society. Imagine putting aside one’s own

be toward their fathers and God will be glorified.

childhood and all the biases picked up from one’s community, one’s
own K-12 schooling experience or college background, one’s local

Parent-led home-based discipleship clearly fits the teachings of

church, one’s favorite Bible teacher, one’s denomination, and one’s

scripture. Institutional schooling in which parents, especially

civil nation. And then imagine picking up the Bible and reading

fathers, are not the main disciplers of their children and not

from Genesis 1:1 through the end, and asking the following

authentically engaged in their children’s hourly and daily lives,

questions:

does not fit the pure and cloudless teachings of God’s word.

• To whom does God give (prescribe) the responsibility for

Dr. Brian Ray is a leading international expert in research
on homeschooling. He is the president of the National Home
Education Research Institute (NHERI) and founding editor of
the Home School Researcher. He has published numerous
journal articles and books, and testified regarding educational
issues to legislatures and in homeschooling court cases.

and authority over the teaching, training, and indoctrination
of children?
• Does God prescribe for His people to willfully put themselves
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Education
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encourages meditation on, the reading of, and discussion of God’s
A fresh start is needed in American Christians’ thinking. Every

Reaping What

Sown
You’ve

—by Skeet Savage
“Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law does he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that
brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatever he does shall prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff
which the wind drives away. Therefore the ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the Lord
knows the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish” (Psalm 1:1-6, KJV*).

Academic excellence, in the eyes of the world, and as evidenced by
our contemporary society, is held in great esteem. College students

“... we know that we all have knowledge. Knowledge puffs up, but charity
edifies” (1 Corinthians 8:1, KJV*).

taking courses for academic credit show far more diligence to
master the content of the material covered and thereby meet the

The highest goal of education is purposeful preparation for a

requirements of the course than those who are simply sitting in

lifetime of service, and ultimately, for eternity. As Christian

for the purpose of auditing the class. This is, in part, because there

homeschoolers, our goal is to make disciples of our children for

is no real expectation on the part of the student that he or she

the Lord’s service and the glory of God. If we are to be successful

will ever encounter a situation that will call for certified mastery

in attaining that goal, every morsel of knowledge that we impart

and application of the information being imparted throughout

must be infused with the practical application of God’s wisdom.

the course.

Knowledge can easily be spouted off the top of one’s head, but
wisdom will always be demonstrated in the day-to-day out-workings

When knowledge alone is emphasized for the sake of achievement,

of a life.

the Bible warns that the student will surely become puffed up in
his pride and arrogance; thinking himself to be superior to others

If we allow a solely academic approach to educating our children,

because he “knows” more than those around him. A heart that

which focuses on mental collection of facts, data and various

manifests an outpouring of selfless love is of far greater value than

forms of information yet requires no practical application in

a head full of knowledge.

the life of the learner, we are setting the stage for children who
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RATHER THAN SIMPLY TELLING OUR
CHILDREN HOW THEY SHOULD LIVE,
WE MUST SHOW THEM.
will ultimately become “hearers only”

The smartest kid on the block is not

them to stumble and fall short of the prize

and not doers of the Word of Truth.
“... receive with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls. But be doers
of the Word, and not hearers only, deceiving
your own selves. For if any be a hearer of
the Word, and not a doer, he is like a man
beholding his natural face in a glass: For
he beholds himself, and goes his way,
and straightway forgets what manner
of man he was” (James 1:21-24, KJV*).

necessarily the most shining light when it

that is set before them.

mirror which enables us to “take a good

our children to take stock, not only of
what they believe, but of whether or not
their deeds line up with what they profess
to believe.

“ E x a m i n e y o u r s e l ve s ,
whether ye be in the faith;
prove your own selves”
(2 Corinthians 13:5, KJV*).

“As you have therefore received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in Him — rooted and built
up in Him, and established in the faith, as
you have been taught, abounding therein with
thanksgiving. Beware lest any man spoil you
through philosophy and vain deceit, after
the tradition of men, after the rudiments of
the world, and not after Christ” (Colossians
2:6-8, KJV*).

Some may even choose to leave the straight
and narrow path for a time and, instead,

look” at ourselves, making note of any
blemishes or anything out of order. While

Rather than simply telling our children

take the world’s “scenic route” which will

it is common for the young to want to hide

how they should live, we must show them

carry them away from the ways of holiness

from scrutiny and shrink from examination

both by word and example how to follow

and righteousness.

(and that goes for many who are older, as

Christ. One of the most important and

well), the Psalmist had the right attitude

powerful things you can do as a Christian

Yet, if we have made the Biblical training

when he invited careful inspection of his

parent to teach genuine Christian living is

and discipleship of our children our

inner nature and external behavior:

to “practice what you preach.”

number one educational priority, we have
a promise that the seeds of God’s Word

“Search me, O God, and know my heart; try
me, and know my thoughts, and see if there be
any wicked way in me, and lead me in the way
everlasting” (Psalm 139:23-24, KJV*).

It is a well-known fact that a person
can “cram” all sorts of information into
their heads and barely retain it just long
enough to “pass the test.” Yet, knowing
something “off the top of our heads” does
not equate coming into a full possession
of a practical working knowledge, coupled
with understanding, which enables us to
skillfully utilize and apply that information
throughout our lifetime.
“Even a child is known by his deeds, whether
his work be pure, and whether it be right”
(Proverbs 20:11, KJV*).

W hereas some parents are inclined to

planted in their hearts will not return

say, “Do as I say, not as I do,” we must

void and we can have every hope of one

recognize the truth that “actions speak

day being able to say, along with our dear

louder than words” and must take seriously

Brother John, “I have no greater joy than to
hear that my children are walking in the truth”
(3 John 1:4, KJV*).

our position as role models for our children
so that we can boldly challenge them,
even as the Apostle Paul did with his own
disciples: “Be followers of me, even as I also
am of Christ” (1 Corinthians 11:1, KJV*).

We have just a few years in which to equip
our children with a sure foundation that
will provide them with a solid footing for
every step they take on their journey here
on earth. There will be plenty of people
along the way who will do their best to
uproot the faith of our children and cause

Featured Convention Speaker

The Word of God serves as an effective

comes to moral integrity. We must teach

Yes, those carefully and faithfully planted
seeds will, one day, take root and become
strong, healthy and mature plants which
will bear much good fruit. That’s a promise!
				
Skeet Savage is the founder

of Wisdom’s Gate Ministries, and
editor of Home School Digest,
An Encouraging Word, and
Brush Arbor Revival quarterly
magazines. She is the author
of numerous books including Choose Wisdom,
Homeschooling for Eternity, and Letters to
Grandma (vol 1 & 2). She is a powerful inspirational/
motivational speaker.
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Growing in Christ Through
the Game of Basketball

—by Jim Dawson

homeschool parents across the country. While homeschool basketball is thriving nationwide,
Indiana is blessed to have 18+ competitive teams located throughout the state. Each team is locally
run by dedicated parents who spend countless hours teaching, coaching, scheduling, cheering,
encouraging, and driving in order to provide their homeschool student athletes with a quality team
sport experience. Did I mention driving?
If this activity were just about competition or physical exercise, I would venture to say it would not
have enjoyed the longevity or the success the league has experienced. Instead, homeschool basketball
offers an opportunity for young men and women . . . okay, Moms and Dads too . . . to grow in Christ
as they experience the victories and disappointments of playing on a competitive team.
In particular, consider the story of one homeschool basketball team, the Indianapolis Eastside
Golden Eagles, and some of the very special young men who I have come to know through my
family’s eight years of participation. Since its beginning in 1994, the Indianapolis Eastside Golden
Eagles Sports Club boys’ basketball program has won an unprecedented seven Indiana Christian
Basketball Alliance (ICBA) varsity state championships.
At this writing, the team, accompanied by over 100 family members (and rabid fans), is preparing
for a trip to Springfield, Missouri to compete in the 22nd annual National Christian Homeschool
Basketball Championships (NCHBC). Over 350 homeschool basketball teams from twenty states
will converge in Springfield to contend for a national title in several different age and gender levels of
play. The Golden Eagles junior high team and nationally ranked varsity squad will head into battle
with the varsity team’s goal of bringing home to Indiana for the first time, the much-sought-after
NCHBC Varsity Gold Ball Championship trophy.
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all photos by Steve Blackwell. On the left, top: Caleb Taylor, middle: Michaiaih Murray, bottom: Isaiah Brooks

“Mom and Dad, I want to play basketball.”
It’s a rather common request heard by

But more important than any state or national championship is the

their lives into the young men of the Golden Eagles, coming

camaraderie of a very special group of these young men, the senior

alongside parents to build character and integrity into each

class of 2013, who have been playing basketball, and growing in

player. Former mini-squad coach Paul Burris, former junior high

Christ together, for several years. These young men have been

coaches Vernon Murray, Matt Chamberlain and Zach Wesseling,

teammates since they embarked on this journey together on what we

and current JV/Varsity coaches Bryan Gannon and Mark Lehman

Golden Eagles families affectionately refer to as the “mini-squad,”

have made a tremendous impact and have been a great support

or, our elementary boys team. Seniors Isaiah Brooks, Cameron

for parents in teaching the value of self lessness, integrity, and

Dawson, Tim Gannon, and Michaiah Murray have worked hard,

teamwork. Further, these men all subscribe to and teach each

learned to be a team, and supported each other. They have rejoiced

player that: no matter the outcome of the game, win or lose, our

(and cried) together through victory and defeat. They have prayed

Lord deserves the glory. Given that, the scoreboard has little

and grown together in their walk with Christ and have developed

importance. Coaches, on behalf of all Golden Eagles parents, thank

relationships which undoubtedly will last into their adult years.

you. You have made a huge difference.

Lisa Heady, mother of 10-year-old Ben (Golden Eagles first year

Eight years of basketball has provided sweet memories I won’t

mini-squad), offered this comment after observing this group

soon forget. Part of those memories includes developing treasured

of young men: “As a novice looking in at these boys, I have been

friendships between families. We have driven thousands of miles

impressed at their teamwork. It is certainly possible for each of

together to musty little gyms all over the Midwest. We have taken

them to have sought to be the ‘star,’ but their success, I believe,

over motel common areas, playing Euchre well into the wee hours.

comes from the fact they work together toward a goal.”

We have shared sweet victory and bitter defeat. We have shared joy;
we have shared sorrow. We have watched our young boys grow into

She adds, “I find it heartwarming the way the older boys include

young men. We have worshipped together and prayed together.

the younger ones and cheer them on. At the first tournament of

We, too, have grown together in Christ.

the season, I lost track of Ben and went to find him. There he was,
lined up with the Varsity boys all practicing free throws on an open

Who would have imagined that one boy’s simple request of, “Mom

court. The older boys were coaching and encouraging Ben. Believe

and Dad, I want to play basketball” would lead to the tremendous

me, that was impressive!”

blessing that being a member of the Golden Eagles basketball
organization has been to our family. We give Him all the glory

Wow. As a homeschooling parent, what more could you ask for?

for the blessings He has bestowed this organization. And to our
seniors, we say, “Godspeed.” Thank You, Lord.

Noticeably, something in this journey of building a basketball team
has taught these boys life lessons. Competition itself offers each
player – and parent, and coach – a frequent opportunity to evaluate
the spiritual condition of his or her heart. As Jesus said in Luke 6:45
(NIV), “A good man brings good things out of the good stored up
in his heart, and an evil man brings evil things out of the evil stored
up in his heart. For the mouth speaks what the heart is full of.”
These lessons occur both on and off the court, and I have been

Jim Dawson and his wife, Maria, have three children;

sons Jordan and Cameron, and daughter Nicole. They have
been homeschooling for twelve years. This was their eighth,
and final, season with the Eastside Golden Eagles Sports
Club. Jim and Maria own and operate a catering business,
OnSiteCaterer.com.

Editor’s Note: We are happy to report the Golden Eagles finished 6th nationally
and won a Silver Ball Trophy. The Jr. High team placed 6th in Division 1-5A.
Michaiah Murray, Tim Gannon, Caleb Taylor, Isaiah Brooks, Jonah Hartsburg, Dan
Clark, and Crosse Witten won individual awards. And ESPN SportsCenter featured
a fast break/dunk play by Cameron Dawson and Caleb Taylor. Congratulations,
Golden Eagles!

thankful for the group of dedicated, godly men who have poured
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The Six Ws of
Entering College
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smart investigative work and answering six probing questions: Who, What, When, Where,
Why, and In What Way (How). Getting accurate answers will help you to successfully complete
the application process, ensure that you have made decisions that are right for you, and be on your way to
a successful college career.

“The process
can be
straightforward
…and fun!”

According to the National Center for Education Statistics, there are nearly 4,500 degree-granting
institutions in the United States; 106 in Indiana alone. Having so many options can be overwhelming,
but once you start narrowing things down, the process can be straightforward...and fun!
WHO…AM I?
Know yourself. What are your strengths, talents, struggles, and non-negotiables? What do you like and
not like? What do you want to learn more about? What types of work might you want to do in four years?
What kinds of experiences would be helpful to assist in your decision-making process? Is there a degree
you are leaning toward pursuing...or would it be better for you to remain undecided in your major for
the first semester or two of college?
During college, you will take courses that fall into three basic categories: general education requirements
(classes that everyone needs to take), major-specific requirements, and electives (classes you can choose).
If you aren’t sure which major to pursue, then focus on general education requirements for the first few
semesters while you consider different options. You can also visit the career center associated with your
college. Most offer interest inventories designed to assist you in identifying majors and career options.
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illustration by Amanda Runge

Just like any good detective, maneuvering
your introduc tion to college takes

It’s also normal to change majors once...twice...three times during
your college years. Some students need hands-on experience in a
particular field before knowing if a major is right for them. It’s okay
to take a few introductory classes, job shadow, or even complete
an internship to determine the right direction. If you feel torn
between two subjects, consider double majoring in them both.

CORE 40 COURSES
8 credits of English / Language Arts
6 credits of Math
6 credits of Science
6 credits of Social Studies

WHAT…DO THE COLLEGES REQUIRE FROM ME?

5 credits of Directed Electives

Each college may follow its own set of guidelines when it comes

2 credits of Physical Education

to the application process. However, most need an admissions

1 credit of Health and Wellness

application, processing fee, high school or homeschool transcripts,

6 credits of Electives

college transcripts (if applicable), and SAT or ACT test scores.

Visit www.doe.in.gov for specifics.

These types of materials provide the college with a standard by
which it can measure prospective students. Others may request a
written essay, resume, portfolio, or interview.
ADMISSIONS APPLICATION

Whether you organize your classes and grades according to school
year or Core 40 standards, your transcript will also need to show
the grading scale/criteria used, your total credits, cumulative grade

An application informs the Office of Admissions about your desire

point average (or GPA), and date of graduation. In addition, many

to take classes at its institution. Most colleges allow you to apply

transcripts include test scores from the SAT and/or ACT, and

online or via paper copy. In addition to some personal data, you

identification of classes that were completed at the college level.

will indicate the term you wish to start (i.e. Fall 2013), your area
of study (i.e. Business, Mechanical Engineering, Psychology,

Debi Ketron, an IAHE Board Member, references a variety of tools

Undecided, etc.), educational background, and work experience

to assist homeschool students/families in creating transcripts. She

(if any).

identified these options:

PROCESSING FEE
With a few exceptions, most colleges and universities require
applicants to submit a processing fee, ranging from $20 - $65, as
part of the application process. Some will waive the fee for military
personnel/families, 21st Century Scholar recipients, and in cases of
financial hardship. Some institutions may also waive processing
fees for prospective students who attend a campus visit.
HIGH SCHOOL OR HOMESCHOOL TRANSCRIPTS
What is a transcript, you ask, and how do you go about creating one?
A transcript is an itemization of the courses and associated grades
that you completed during your high school years. Traditional
high schools organize transcripts according to freshman (ninth
grade), sophomore (tenth grade), junior (eleventh grade), and
senior (twelfth grade) years.
The Department of Education requires high school graduates
to complete a Core 40 curriculum. You may choose to organize
your transcript according to the Core 40 standards rather than
another format.

Homeschool Transcripts

http://www.homeschooltranscripts.com/Products/
Transcript-Pro.aspx

Home School Legal Defense Association

http://www.hslda.org/highschool/academics.asp#TR

DonnaYoung.org

http://donnayoung.org/forms/planners/hs-transcript.htm

My Homeschool Transcripts

http://www.myhomeschooltranscripts.com

If you have questions, review transcript samples online, talk with a
college admissions counselor, or consult with homeschool families
who have navigated this process already.
COLLEGE TRANSCRIPTS
In addition to providing your homeschool transcript as part of the
admissions application, you will also want to submit an official
transcript from any colleges with whom you have taken classes.
Contact the Office of the Registrar associated with the college to
request a transcript.
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SAT OR ACT TEST SCORES
With differences in curriculum difficulty and grading scales,
college admissions personnel look to tests like the ACT (formerly
American College Testing) and/or SAT (Scholastic Aptitude
Test) to help compare prospective students across a standardized
scale. Contact the Office of Admissions associated with your
college of interest to identify which test it requires as part of the
application process. Visit the ACT (www.act.org) or SAT (www.
sat.collegeboard.org) websites for test registration dates and
locations.

COMMON CAMPUS SERVICES
Academic Resource Center
Adaptive Educational Services
Athletics / Intramurals
Bursar / Billing Services
Campus Police
Career Services
Counseling Services
Financial Aid and Scholarships
Food Services
Health Center

WHEN…IS EVERYTHING DUE?
Some institutions allow prospective students to apply for admission
as early as the second semester of their junior (third) year of high
school. Identifying specific application deadlines for each college
can be a bit trickier, however. If you cannot find a specific deadline
listed on the college’s website or application materials, contact
their Office of Admissions to inquire.

Honors College
Housing and Residence Life
Information Technology
Personnel Administration
Registrar Services
Student Organizations
University Library

In some cases, you may need to have your application materials

University Bookstore

to the college in advance of the final deadline date in order to
be considered for admissions-based scholarships, donor-based

WHY…DO THINGS WORK THE WAY THEY DO?

scholarships, and other financial incentives.

Identify where you can go for answers. Understand how you will
be billed and, if you have financial aid, how that will be processed.

IMPORTANT COLLEGE DATES

Get to know your academic advisor and his/her role.

New Student Orientation

HOW…CAN I BE SUCCESSFUL?

Course Registration

Get involved in student organizations, work study opportunities,

First Day of Class(es)

and on-campus events. Brush up on your study skills. If you learn

College Holidays and Breaks

best in groups, form a weekly group with classmates. Introduce
yourself to your instructors, meet with them if you have questions,
and keep them apprised of problems you may be having in their

WHERE…DO I GO…FOR EVERYTHING?!
Know your campus. Whether you are settling into the shared room
of a 350-person residence hall at a large 30,000 student campus, or
commuting to a small 1,600 student campus closer to home, each
college will offer special services and amenities for its students.

respective classes.
Researching the Who, What, When, Where, Why, and How
associated with your college decision-making process may seem
time-consuming, but you will thank yourself later for doing the
work upfront. My advice is to have fun with it!

NANCY WETTERAU SCOTT has been on staff at Christian Brothers University, Indiana

University, the University of Wisconsin, and Indiana Wesleyan University. She is certified by
the National Board for Certified Counselors, and editor of Choices and Challenges: Job Search
Strategies for Liberal Arts Students. She lives in Columbus, Indiana with her family.
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Connection after connection, the people here — students, faculty,
staff — become a community — integrated, balanced and whole. Individuals connect their faith with learning. Science and scripture.
Revelation and research. Competition and compassion.
Bethel College — We are the ground for Spirited Connections.
Spirited community

Spirited StudentS

Going to college is about much more than
earning a degree. We want you to become
completely connected: to understand,
with depth and insight, the world and your
place in it. It can be challenging, but Bethel
offers the resources you need to succeed.

BethelCollege.edu/Connect

engaged in mind and heart
BethelCollege.edu/Academics
A college of the arts and sciences, Bethel
provides you with skills you will use
throughout your lifetime: effective communication, resourceful problem solving,
solid teamwork and critical thinking. This
solid preparation means that students enjoy success as they pursue their careers or
graduate school. And with more than 50
areas of study, you are able to study what
you love and put it to use in the real world.

room to explore
Not sure what you want to study? Don’t
worry, you’re not alone! Students who
have not made a decision about their
major and are eager to explore the wide
range of options available to them can do
so through Bethel’s unique exploratory
studies program. The program offers time
to exercise intellectual curiosity and define
long-term academic and career goals. The
focal point of the program is the life calling
and student enrichment center, which
has a variety of resources to assist you
through the exploration process.

Kevin Brown (’15) is making a tangible impact in the world. He and fellow Bethel students Luke Klimek (’15) and Bri Pierce (’15)
started the organization Bought At A Price,
after hearing startling information about
the human trafficking of girls as young as
5 years old in Cambodia. Through T-shirt
sales and concerts, Bought At A Price has
worked to bring awareness to the plight of
human trafficking and raise funds to help
stop it. At one concert, they raised enough
money to intercept 75 girls out of slavery
through the organization Tiny Hands
International.

rich reSourceS in cloSe
proximity
BethelCollege.edu/Visit
Mishawaka/South Bend, an active
residential community in northern
Indiana, is an excellent location for
your education. You will enjoy the
safety and serenity of a suburban
setting, but you can also find big
city advantages within easy reach.
You can pursue a great internship
or job at a major business, health
care facility, church, social service
agency or governmental office, all
easily accessible from campus. And
don’t forget that downtown Chicago
is just 90 miles away, a short trip by
train or car.

Spirited athleticS
BethelCollege.edu/Sports
The Bethel Pilots are perennial powerhouses, competing in the Crossroads
League, in the NAIA and in the National
Christian College Athletic Association (NCCAA). The Pilots have won more than 30
national team championships since 1990.

OffICe Of ADMISSION
1001 BeTHeL CIrCLe
MISHAWAKA, IN 46545
800.422.4101
BethelCollege.edu
Admissions@BethelCollege.edu

Bethel at a Glance
about Bethel: Bethel is an evangelical
Christian college of the arts and sciences,
affiliated with the Missionary Church.
Students: 2,000 students; more than 25 denominational affiliations; 15% multicultural;
36 states and 19 countries represented.
home school friendly: A National Center
for Home education and HSLDA top tier
home school friendly college. More than
10% of our students are home school
graduates.
Faculty: More than 77% of the faculty hold
Ph.D.s or the highest degree in their fields.
class size: The average class has 16 students, and the student-faculty ratio is 12:1.
Student organizations: More than 30
active student organizations provide ample
opportunities to get involved.
Financial aid: More than 97% of the
students receive financial assistance. Scholarships are available, awarding achievement in
academics, art, athletics, drama,
music and other areas.

—by Jackie Franks
Flash back almost 20 years: My young Mama’s
mind was overflowing with ideas as I thought
about the possibilities! I knew the Lord had put this ‘Wild Idea’ to homeschool on my heart, but
there was no way I was going to be able to do it without my husband being on board, at least to some
degree. After years of struggling with infertility, I just couldn’t send them off on the schoolbus! “Lord,
please show me a way to help my husband see what I see!”
Well, the Lord performed a miracle back then! The keynote speaker was Bruce Wilkinson and my
husband immediately resonated with the message of teaching your children at home as laid out in
Deuteronomy 6. It gave him a deeper understanding of the challenges facing our children from the
culture today.
While I was still going to be the mainstay at home, that day we attended the convention stands out
as foundational for the strength of our family in so many ways.
Fathers, this year we are asking you to come and be a part of a convention geared to encourage the
whole family. And for you as the leader, we will have a couple special Father’s workshops for your
encouragement.
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28th Annual IAHE
Home Educators’ Convention
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds

Convention News
LOCATION INFORMATION
The Convention will be held in the Champions Pavilion and the Marsh
Blue Ribbon Pavilion at the Indiana State Fairgrounds.

We ask all attendees to enter the fairgrounds
via the Fall Creek entrance because of other
events going on at the same time.

Danny Russel, and Rough Rider and President Teddy Roosevelt, as
represented by Larry Marple.
Visit the IAHE website for more information and a list of additional

A trolley service will be running between the parking lots to the

children’s workshops as they are added.

buildings on both Friday and Saturday mornings and evenings.

GRAPHIC ART CLASS FOR TEENS
EDUCATIONAL ENTERTAINMENT:
THE LEARNING EXPRESS

Sharon Jeffus, Visual Manna Media
Fri/Sat 10:15 am - 12:45 pm and 1:30 pm - 4:00 pm

Location: Exhibit Hall
New this year! The Learning Express is a component of the convention
geared specifically toward children. Several exhibits with enhanced
learning stations for children and adults will be located near the
concession area.
- The Children’s Museum: Visit our exhibit on f light and see why
things CAN fly. Experience the model airplane simulator or make your
own plane and fly it in a wind tunnel.

Cost: $50 per person.
Supplies: Must have the use of a laptop and be registered attendees of
the convention to participate.
This 10-hour class is an intensive introduction to graphic art and media.
Students will receive programs to download before the convention and
will learn how to use the programs in class. They will learn how to
market their work, create a digital portfolio, manipulate photographs,
and how to present their work to a future employer. Students will learn
the elements and principles of art so they can replicate and use things like

- The Indiana Bee Association: Check out our visible hives. Learn

the rule of thirds, atmospheric and linear perspective, center of interest,

more as our Bee Queen will give explanations of how bees are such a

etc. in their own work. Students will do a painting to understand how

vital part of God’s Creation.

light, color, value, etc. works in creating graphic art and murals.

- Rube Goldberg Machines Display: See how young engineers make

Sharon Jeffus has a B.S.E. in Art Education and has studied painting and

a simple task difficult, such as a machine that takes over 120 moves to

sculpting. She has written over twenty books and developed the Visual

light a match.

Manna teaching method where art is integrated with art appreciation,

- Agape Therapeutic Riding: Get up close and personal while

techniques, vocabulary, and core subjects.

instructors teach visitors about two of their mini horses. Lead the horses
through an obstacle course.
- Historical Reenactors: Experience history through a Presidential

Questions? Contact Sharon Jeffus at
visualmanna@gmail.com.

visit. James Whitcomb Riley and President Lincoln, as represented by
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Confirmed Vendors
As of publication, we are pleased to announce
these vendors: Abeka, Accelerated Christian
Education, Alert Academy, Alpha Omega
Publications, Apologia, Arky’s Bookstore,
Christian Liberty Press, Christian Light
Education, Classical Conversations, College
Choice Direct 529 Savings Plan, CollegePlus,
Cor ner stone L ea r n i ng Con nec t ion s,
Crown Financial Ministries, Doorposts,
Homeschool Value Store, HSLDA, Indiana
Creation Science, Indiana Historical Society,
Indianapolis Children’s Choir, Institute for
Excellence in Writing, IUPU-Columbus,
K e nt uc k y Mou nt a i n B ible C ol le ge ,
Lamplighter Publishers, Landmark’s Freedom
Baptist Curriculum, Marian University,
Math-u-see, Memoria Press, My Father’s
World, Nature’s Workshop, Notgrass, Patrick
Henry, Piano Solutions, Rainbow Resources,
Right Start Math, Solomon’s Secrets, Sonlight,
Teaching Textbooks, Teen Pact, The Harp

Choose Wisdom, Homeschooling for
Eternity, and Letters to Grandma (Vol. 1 & 2).
She is a powerful
inspirational/
motivational
speaker. Skeet
makes occasional
guest appearances
with various
internet media, radio, newspaper, TV and
magazines including a feature in TIME
magazine. Skeet is the mother of six grown
children—and is now a grandmother many
times over! Above all, Skeet Savage is
simply: The Lord’s Servant.

Success in Homeschooling (...by
whose standards?)
Come and find out how examining and
resetting your priorities and perspectives will
ensure a truly successful outcome for your
homeschooling efforts.

Overcoming
Homeschooling

Obstacles

to

Be equipped and empowered to overcome
opposition, hindrances, bad habits/attitudes,
false expectations, nosy neighbors, and more!
Prepare to meet the challenges and rise above
everything (or anyone) that threatens to
sabotage your homeschooling efforts.

School, Total Language Plus, United Art &
Education, Winkleman Microscopes, and

What Your Children are Missing

YWAM.

An exposé of “the REAL world” of government
education with documentation of bullying,
perverted sex themes/gay agendas, teacher
abuse, socialistic indoctrination, Islamic
favoritism over Christianity, and more.

Workshop
Descriptions
Enjoy this preview of our convention speakers
and workshops. Full speaker bios and
workshop descriptions can be found at www.
iahe.net and in the program book distributed
at the convention.

Skeet Savage
Featured Speaker
Skeet is the founder of Wisdom’s Gate
Ministries, editor of Home School Digest,
An Encouraging Word, and Brush Arbor
Revival quarterly magazines. She is the
author of numerous books including
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Taking Off the Training Wheels and
Learning to Let Go
Discover how to effectively train and equip
your children for the life purpose God intends
for them by strategically moving them from
childhood dependence to disciplined,
responsible, self-governed adults.

Homeschooling Without Support
(with special encouragement for
single parents)
Whether you are a single parent or happen to
know one, we’ll cover the practical, emotional,
financial, physical and spiritual realities of
single-handedly carrying the homeschool
parenting load, from a single mom of six who’s

“been there, done that” – against all odds –
successfully!

Homeschooling for Eternity: How
You Can and Why You Must!
Enjoy positive reinforcement for those
struggling with or unsure about home
educating their children. We’ll address fears
and eliminate excuses. This session has been
used by God for decades to challenge even the
most reluctant parent to move fully into the
homeschool camp.

Kathy Balke
IAHE Regional Rep
Kathy and her husband, Pat, began
homeschooling when their firstborn
turned five. Being a little uncertain, they
said they’d just take one year at a time.
They found they loved homeschooling and
just kept going. Kathy has helped lead a
homeschool mom’s support group for over
15 years, and has given workshops on how
to get started in homeschooling and on
Charlotte Mason.

Homeschooling 101
For those considering homeschooling or
wanting a refresher in the basics. Includes
how to get started, Indiana law, organizational
tips, curriculum decisions, lessons learned
and Q & A.

Melinda Boring
Melinda has been a popular workshop
speaker for over 15 years. She enjoys
sharing her personal
and professional
experience, humor,
and compassion
with others. Her
presentations are
packed with practical
suggestions, and her personable style
gives fresh hope and perspective
to experienced homeschoolers and
newcomers alike. Melinda is owner and
president of Heads Up!

Special Needs Workshops
Helping the Distractible Child
Does your child fidget, seem to be in constant
motion, or frequently go off on tangents?

Maybe he seems to be in his own little world
rather than attending to the task at hand. If
you feel you are constantly redirecting your
child, learn the best teaching strategies you
can start using right away.

Brain-Friendly Learning
Learn how to present information in ways that
appeal to your child’s growing brain and its
natural, preferred tendencies. Requiring no
specific curriculum, you will leave knowing
how to apply the information right away using
materials you already have on hand.

Adapting Curriculum for Struggling
Learners
Move beyond identifying basic learning styles
to recognizing ways teachers and students
may differ in their approaches to processing
information and completing assignments.
Learn proven teaching strategies for adapting
and modifying curriculum to maximize your
time and effort.

Sensory Integration
Is your child an extremely picky eater,
hypersensitive to sounds and smells, or
irritated by clothing tags or sock seams?
Does he love to be hugged tightly or hate to be
touched? Learn how to identify sensory issues
and find strategies and resources to help deal
with them.

An Overview of Autism Spectrum
Disorders
We w ill discuss the signs, sy mptoms,
treatment strategies, common challenges,
and meeting needs of children with autism
and Asperger’s syndrome. Discover resources
for dealing with sensory processing issues,
communication challenges, and social skills
struggles.

Vicky Broadfield
Ron and Vicky Broadfield, co-founders of
JoyQuest, Inc., have been homeschooling
for thirteen years. While ministering to
their younger daughter with learning
challenges and special needs, they desired
to minister to other families by sharing
encouragement, practical help, and hope
through this ministry (based on Psalms
16:11).

Q&A: Home Educating Special Needs
in Indiana
Come meet the founders of JoyQuest, Ron
& Vicky Broadfield, who are a wealth of
information and ready to share with you.

Mary Carney
Mary and her husband David have been
homeschooling their four children for
twenty-five years. All four children began
taking college level coursework while
in high school and were each accepted
at their first-choice college. Mary has
earned two bachelor’s degrees and a
masters. She has balanced homeschooling,
homemaking, and her own higher
education using organization skills learned
‘the hard way.’

Once A Month Cooking
Does the pizza delivery guy know you by
name? Learn about monthly cooking and an
organized approach to menu planning and
grocery shopping. Discover how to improve
your family’s nutrition and save money. Mary
will share from decades of experience with
bulk cooking.

High School / College Hybrid:
Dual Enrollment
Your students can complete an entire
freshman year of college credits at home as
a part of their high school education. We’ll
explore CLEP testing, Indiana colleges that
offer dual enrollment, Indiana’s Core Transfer
Library and more. Learn WHAT courses
matter most, HOW to find them, HOW to
enroll your child, and WHY this approach
paves the way to college acceptance.

Inge Cannon
Inge immigrated to the U.S. from Germany
as a little girl and spent 42 years as an
educator. In 1983,
the Lord turned
her heart toward
the homeschool
community, where
she has provided
more than two
decades of support as an author, publisher,
seminar instructor, curriculum developer,
testing consultant, lobbyist for parental
rights in education, and conference
planner.

T h e To p 12 O p p o r t u n i t i e s /
Obligations Parents Have in
Mentoring Their Teens
The commitment to home school during the
teen years brings several opportunities and
obligations to parents. Inge will outline these
and offer ideas to help you become the best
mentor your child will ever know.

Cu r r i c u l u m 101: O p t i o n s &
Opportunities, Potholes & Pitfalls
Selecting the most effective curriculum can
seem overwhelming. It’s much simpler when
you realize all the options are tied to one
of six educational approaches. Add the
three priority “commandments” and you
are on your way to fulfilling your most
important goals!

The 12 Most Common “Transcript
Transgressions” Committed by Home
School Parents
All homeschooling parents must prepare a
written statement that summarizes academic
and extracurricular achievements during the
teen years. Learn to avoid common errors
with a checklist to ensure that your students
graduate with every possible advantage in
their favor.

Why and How You Should Teach
Your Children Etiquette
The “dumbing down” of society affects
more than education and clothing. People
are becoming increasingly casual with one
another to the point where many parents
today have never learned basic etiquette. Let’s
reverse that trend!

Micah Clark, Moderator
After extensive work in the Indiana
State House, Micah Clark has worked as
legislative assistant for Citizens Concerned
for the Constitution,
as the Indiana Family
Institute’s Director
of Public Policy,
and now as the
Executive Director
of the American
Family Association of Indiana and holds
the distinction of being the only person to
ever have worked for all three of Indiana’s
statewide pro-family organizations. He also
serves as the IAHE Legislative Advisor.
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Legislative Panel Q & A
Did you know we have four homeschool dads
serving in the Indiana House and Senate?
We also have one home educated State
Representative. These leaders share their
unique perspective on being a homeschool
elected official. Questions will be taken about
issues before the General Assembly and what
it is like to be in politics as a homeschool
leader. Panel: Representative Jeff Thompson,
Representative Tim Wesco, Senator Mike
Delph, Senator Dennis Kruse, and Senator
Greg Walker.

Frank Franks
IAHE Board Member
Frank, husband to Jackie and father of four
adults, has had over 40 years of business
experience. In 1986,
Frank started his
own marketing/
distribution
company so that
he could run a
God-directed
business, founded on biblical principles.
His goal was always to run his company by
the good Book, not the Harvard School of
Business book.

Business 101: Ten Points of Starting
a Business
Discover ten points you need to remember
about starting your own business. Find out
if being a business owner is for you. You’ll
hear some very practical advice on how to get
started and then succeed.

Dad’s Panel
Wondering what your role is as a home
educating dad? Want to glean from dads who
have gone before you? Want to know what
they would have done differently and why? A
few Indiana dads will share their experiences
and offer a Q&A. Panel: 3-4 fathers with
grown children

Peter Heck
Peter lives in Kokomo, Indiana with his
wife Jenny, and their
daughters. The Peter
Heck Radio Show has
been heard on over
200 radio stations
across the United
States. Peter has two
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published books 78: How Christians Can
Save America and BELiEVE: A Confrontation
with Christianity’s Biggest Challenges.

78: The Reformation
The American church has lost its way and must
stop exchanging true, Biblical Christianity
for emotionally-driven entertainment. A
motivational call to action for Christians to
be courageous and to differentiate ourselves
from the culture by unequivocally standing
for truth…even when it’s divisive.

78: The Revolution
The best government is self-government,
but apart from the moral restraint taught
by Christianity, freedom f lounders. A n
eye-opening reminder of the Founders’ view
on good government and the relationship it
has with religious principle.

From Chick-fil-A to the Boy Scouts:
Speaking Truth in Love
From Glee to Chick-fil-A, the issue of
homosexuality is coming to dominate our
cultural consciousness. As the country turns
increasingly hostile to traditional morality, it’s
more important than ever for young Christians
to know how to respond to homosexuality in a
loving, biblical way.

BELIEVE: Do Christians Choose Faith
Over Science?
Investigate the claim that Christians
abandon science when they believe in God
and creation. Addressing large assumptions
behind Darwinian evolution, learn how to
respond to the increasing frequency of this
accusation in the public square.

Kathie Morrissey
Kathie, mother of 8 children, is a
committed homeschooling mom of 28
years. She is the founder of the Character
Corner/Courtship Connection, as well
as a popular speaker at homeschool
conventions and support groups, family
seminars, and mother/daughter banquets.
Her heart’s desire is to help and encourage
parents in raising Godly children with
strong Christian character.

Managing Multi-Level Teaching
There are no easy answers to the real challenge
of teaching a number of children of different
ages. But it provides opportunities for kids
to learn responsibility, independence, and
self-control. Discover many practical tips and
ideas to help make the job easier.

Are You Raising a Rebel?
None of us want our children to turn out to
be rebellious, but how can we stop it? Often,
we unconsciously instill a rebellious attitude
in our little ones that is revealed in their teen
years. Find biblical answers on to how to deal
with rebellion and things to avoid that may
cause rebellion.

Keeping Your Kids Pure in Mind
and Body
Raising children in our society and keeping
them pure is a real challenge. When children
are young, we need to begin to stress the
importance of purity. Several practical ideas
are given on helping protect your children’s
minds and encouraging their physical purity.

Dating or Cour tship: Choose
God’s Best!
The dangers of dating will be discussed,
and the Biblical alternative of courtship will
be explained. Find out what is meant by
courtship and how to implement it in your
family. Don’t wait until this is a problem with
your young people. Decide now how to deal
with boy/girl relationships!

Tj Schmidt
HSLDA Staff Attorney
Thomas J. (Tj) was first taught at home
in the second grade by his parents in
northern Vermont.
Tj received his J.D.
while studying at
home from Oak
Brook College of Law
and began serving as
a Legal Assistant at
HSLDA. Now, as an HSLDA Staff Attorney, Tj
answers general legal questions and assists
members across the country experiencing
legal difficulties. Tj and his wife, Susan, look
forward to teaching their five children
at home.

Where Are They Now?
With the modern homeschool movement
approaching 40 years there is a wealth of
information about how homeschool students
are doing after high school. Explore recent
research on graduates and the benefits of
homeschooling, including post-graduation
performance. Learn tips for getting into
college and the workplace successfully.

Generation Joshua
The vision of Generation Joshua (GenJ) is to
assist parents to raise the next generation of
Christian leaders and citizens, fully equipped
to positively influence the political processes
of today and tomorrow. Discover five major
ways that GenJ seeks to train these leaders.

Protecting Your Front Door
Everyone needs this information about your
right to privacy in your home. We’ll cover
your 4th Amendment rights and application
to homeschool families in situations of
school officials or social workers knocking
at your door. Be prepared in the event you
have someone at your door asking about your
homeschool program.

Janet Smith
Janet has been a home educator for 15 years.
Before her marriage to Wes, she worked in
accounting for a large corporation. She has
four daughters, a son-in-law and a grandson,
with one daughter still being taught at
home. Janet volunteered as a budget coach
for 20 years. She is a Crown Financial Bible
study leader.

Content at Home – Financially
Stay-at-moms often need encouragement in
the area of finances. We will look at several
biblical principles to help you develop a healthy
attitude about your financial circumstances.
Be encouraged in the day-to-day financial
situations you face and find true contentment.

Why You Must Teach Your Children
How to Handle Money God’s Way
If our goal in life is to please God, we need
to handle money God’s way. We spend time
choosing the right curriculum but often forget
to include instruction in personal finance.
Learn how to handle money God’s way and
how to teach this to your children.

Free Parent Practicum
Training Opportunities

Weekly communities
K4-12th grade
Testing services
College preparation
Free training
for parents
College credit
Encouragement
Accountability

Bloomington, IN
May 29-31

Munster, IN
June 18-20

Indianapolis, IN
June 24-26

Fishers, IN- Date TBD
Contact Dawn Boston, Area Manager, for more information on these
training events at dboston@classicalconversations.com.
Contact a Support
Manager and mention
this ad to receive your
free Classical
Education e-book!

Looking for a community?

Contact one of our Indiana Support Managers
Northern: Kimberley Richardson- krichardson@classicalconversations.com
North Central: Tawnee Hinton- thinton@classicalconversations.com
South Central: Rachel Munk- rmunk@classicalconversations.com
South Western: Sara Marks- smarks@classicalconversations.com
South Eastern: Shawna Howell-showell@classicalconversations.com

W W W . C L A S S I C A L C O N V E R S A T I O N S . C O M

—by The King Family
Dad’s Direction

Connect With Your Kids Without
Killing Your Wallet
FREE IS FABULOUS!! Your kids don’t
need you to spend a lot of money for
entertainment. They just want your time
and your imagination. You can connect
with your kids for little to no cost with a
little thought and creativity. Here are a
few ideas of how you can connect without
spending an arm and a leg.
Go to a local pallet company and ask
for old pallets to recycle. The wood from
the pallets can build chairs, forts, and
even new porches. There are also a ton
of do-it-yourself ideas on the Internet.
Check out the Indiana Department
of Natural Resources website and
find educational programs, including
free fishing weekends for your family.
(www.in.gov/dnr/fishwild)
Contact your local 4-H office and get a
manual about bicycle maintenance.
Teach your kids how to keep their bikes
in tip-top shape.
Take the family to visit a state parks
and do some hiking. You can also see
what activities are offered at the parks.
Go geocaching with the kids. They will
love it, and it will just cost some time
and some gas. (www.geocaching.com)
Dads, our kids just want to connect with
us. The good news is you don’t have to go
bankrupt in the process!
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Mom’s Morsel

Kids’ Korner

As home educators, many businesses

Have you heard of the book Backyard

offer ways that we can save money for

Ballistics by William Gurstelle? We’ve had

our families – but oftentimes we don’t

some fantastic summertime, fun making

know about them! Here is a short list

projects from this book with our dad, and

of businesses that offer great educator

we highly recommend it. Our favorite

discounts or rewards programs.

project is the Potato Cannon – it launches

Retailers Offer Ways to Save

Apple Computers - Offers school
pricing to home educators
Barnes & Noble, Half Price Books
Jo-Ann Fabric

Summertime Memories with Dad

potatoes clear across our corn field! There
are also instructions for how to make a
water rocket from a soda bottle, a hot air
balloon from a dry cleaner’s bag, and even
a catapult for tennis balls! Moms, it might
sound dangerous, but our mom says that as

St aples, Of f ice Depot , K i n kos,
Office Max

long as we wear safety goggles and follow

Most museu ms - Ta ke a long a
homeschool report card or school ID
card* for verification.

loud, she’s fine with it!

P i z z a H u t ’s B o o k- I t P r o g r a m
– Advanced registration required
Six Flags Read to Succeed Program
– Advanced registration required

the safety procedures that dad reads out

*Dad’s Note – I encourage dads to use this book
as a guide to build lasting memories with your
children this summer! You don’t have to be an
engineer to use this guide’s simple step-by-step
instructions. Be sure and read all safety procedures
included in each activity. Buy it from Rainbow
Resources, Amazon, or your local bookstore.
We have received no incentive to recommend
this book.

Fazoli’s Bookmark Program
The Kings are a homeschooling family of six in
*Some companies require a homeschool ID card.
The IAHE offers free homeschool ID cards on
our website. You can also make your own using
various online or computer programs.

Vermillion County. Dan is the pastor of Calvary
Baptist Church in Clinton, and Shawn operates a
home-based business. The Kings have four children:
Danny (16), Abbie (14), Noah (12), and Emily (10). The
Kings serve as the IAHE Representatives for Region 9.

Advertise in The Informer! Promote your homeschool
family-owned business, place a classified ad, or advertise a
ministry, service or educational opportunity that is directly
related to home education. Contact advertising@iahe.net
for details and rates.

ACCOMPLISHED CLASSICAL VIOLINIST
(homeschool graduate)
Capable of bringing your student to high levels of mastery
Studied under BM & MM graduate of
The Juilliard School of Music
Christian character & musical references available

(260) 705-1815
PROVIDENCE FARM GRASS-FED ANGUS BEEF
& Pastured Poultry
All-Natural + Finished on USDA Certified Organic Pastures
www.providencefarmallnatural.com
Family Owned & Operated
30 miles North of Fort Wayne
(888) 777-6917
providencefarm03@earthlink.net

SKREKO STRING STUDIO
Violin, fiddle and piano lessons at my home in Nora.
Violin/fiddle all levels,
piano beginning to intermediate.
All ages. Contact me for rates.
sarahskreko@gmail.com

SALEM HOMESCHOOL ACADEMY
A non-denominational
homeschooling enrichment/
CORE 40 program.
Joanna Allen, Director
salemacademysha.blogspot.com
812-883-2672
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