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HOMESCHOOLERS  

 YOU BELONG HERE
EVERYTHING YOU WANT 
AND NEED IS HERE.

• Outstanding academics
• Personalized learning and support
• A welcoming community
• Professional experience

SEE WHAT USF CAN OFFER YOU! 
Visit campus to discover your second home or simply apply at sf.edu/apply.  
Contact Admissions at admis@sf.edu or 260-399-8000, if you have questions.

“AT USF, YOU’LL HAVE A 
PERSONALIZED EXPERIENCE 
WHERE YOU CAN BE SELF-
DIRECTED AND FOLLOW YOUR 
INTERESTS. IT FEELS LIKE A 
NATURAL EXTENSION OF THE 
HOMESCHOOL EXPERIENCE.”  

E L E N O R E ,  U S F  S T U D E N T

“I WANTED ELENORE TO ATTEND A 
COLLEGE THAT WAS WELCOMING 
AND PERSONABLE, ONE THAT 
FELT LIKE HOME. USF IS EXACTLY 
AS IT SEEMS—WELCOMING, 
SECURE AND HELPFUL.” 

J U L I E ,  M O M

ELENORE GRABER ’21 
WANTED TO STUDY 
GRAPHIC DESIGN IN A 
PLACE WHERE SHE’D BE 
KNOWN BY NAME. HER 
MOM, JULIE, WANTED 
WHAT WAS BEST FOR 
ELENORE. THEY FOUND  
IT AT USF.

http://sf.edu/apply
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Are you ready to dive into a new school year?
While some of you may have already started your new school year, it’s back-to-school time for many families, 
and that means solidifying school plans, gathering supplies, and making last minute decisions on books  
and resources. 

Have you had time to refresh and recharge? I hope you are ready to tackle the year with confidence. Choosing 
a Math Curriculum: Mastery vs Spiral and A Look at High School Sciences are great ways to learn more about 
teaching these subjects. 

If you have ever been concerned about how homeschool graduates are fairing, don’t miss Homeschool 
Graduates: Where are they now? for an inspiring peek at the lives of seven Indiana graduates. 

From Homeschool to Hollywood will give you an inside look at  a composer and actor who shares about  
his homeschool experience growing up and the journey which has led him to homeschool his own  
children today. 

Lastly, don’t miss our Preview of Coming IAHE Events on page 9. We have four exciting events for homeschoolers 
coming up this year. Mark your calendar! 

We are so thankful to serve homeschoolers in many ways through protecting homeschool freedom, our 
website resources, membership benefits, events, and more. I hope you’ll take advantage of all we have to 
offer and consider supporting IAHE through your membership. 

Tara Bentley
Executive Director, IAHE

IAHE
PO Box 217 Stilesville, IN 46180
317-467-6244  |  iahe@iahe.net  

iahe.net

BOARD MEMBERS
Steve & Penny Taylor 
Mark & Tara Bentley 
Mike & Amy Sager

            

The Indiana Association of Home Educators 
(IAHE) is a not-for-profit organization founded 
in 1983 for the purpose of serving the Lord 
Jesus Christ by supporting and encouraging 
families interested in home education.   
We define home education as parent-directed, 
home-based, privately-funded education.
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Region 8 | Ryan & Carol Brubaker

Ryan and Carol Brubaker live in Hendricks County with 
their nine children, eight boys and one girl. They have 
experience in homeschooling children with a variety 
of special needs, including autism and communication 
disorders. They also home educated children who are 
significantly academically gifted. Having graduated 
four students so far, Ryan and Carol have enjoyed the 
adventure of homeschooling since 2003. One of their 
family’s favorite activities is visiting local parks together. 

Meet Your Newest Regional Reps!

The IAHE depends on the dedication of 
servant-hearted people just like you. 

Mentoring | Regional Representative 
Social Media | Fundraising  |  Event Planner
Research | Project Management  |  Writing 

Editing | Administrative Help & More!

Are you looking for a rewarding service opportunity?

iahe.net/volunteer

Region 13 | Brett & Casey Lemons

Brett and Casey Lemons are lifelong residents of Lawrence 
County. Married for 14 years, they are raising 5 boys in the 
country. Brett works locally, while Casey stepped away 
from a career in nursing in 2020 to homeschool and be at 
home full-time. Their homeschool style is very eclectic—
using a variety of different curricula, unit studies, and 
interest-based learning, as well as plenty of real-life 
applications and time in nature! As a family, they love to 
travel with their favorite destination being Alaska. 

http://iahe.net/volunteer
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Regional Representatives are veteran homeschool parents 
who are here to support your family on your home education 
adventure. Whether you are looking for local activities, 

have questions about curriculum, or want to find a support 
group in your area,  your Regional Representative couple is  
available to help you! 

To contact any of our reps by phone, dial 317- 467-6244 and then their extension.

Serving the homeschooling community throughout Indiana. 

Pat & Kathy
Balke
Ext #202
rr2@iahe.net

REGION 2

Shane & Shannon
Hartman
Ext #207
rr7@iahe.net

REGION 7

Bryan & Misti
Haney

Ext #212
rr12@iahe.net

Have you connected with your IAHE Representative?

Keith & Rachel
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rr10@iahe.net

Ed & Jill 
Wildermuth
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rr6@iahe.net REGION 6
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Days
to REMEMBER

August
 24thMount Vesuvius Erupts | 79

After being dormant for centuries, Mount Vesuvius 
erupts, killing thousands of people. The cities of  

Pompeii and Herculaneum were buried under thick 
volcanic material and were never rebuilt. Both cities were 

excavated in the 18th century and were surprisingly  
well preserved, which allowed archaeologists  

to study the remains extensively.

  Research Pompeii and find pictures of the remains.

  What other famous volcanic eruptions  
have occurred since then?

On this day, Frederick Douglass, abolitionist, advocate, 
and author, made his escape from slavery. He dressed as a 
sailor and traveled by boat from Baltimore to Philadelphia 
and then took a train to New York City. Once there, he was 
under the protection of the Underground Railway network. 
He then proceeded to help other slaves while also fighting 
to end slavery.

   Look up the route Douglass took to freedom.  
          How did he manage the trip?

   How did Frederick Douglass help end slavery?  
          What else is he known for?

Escape from Slavery | 1838
September 

3rd

December
14th

Mariner II | 1962
On this day, the first successful mission of a space probe 

was conducted when the Mariner II flew by Venus 
and sent back information from the planet. It was the 
first information that was ever received from another 
planet. Several discoveries were made because of the 

information the Mariner II provided.

  What information was found about Venus?

 What other space probes or satellites have helped 
provide information about objects in space?

After a long career as a terrifying pirate, Blackbeard was 
killed off the coast of North Carolina. His forces were 
defeated in a deadly battle of Ocracoke Island. 

  What is Blackbeard known for?

  How many forces did it take to defeat Blackbeard  
         and his crew?

An End to Blackbeard | 1718November
22nd

September
22ndEmancipation Proclamation | 1862

President Abraham Lincoln issued a preliminary 
Emancipation Proclamation. This document would  

free all those who were enslaved in the territories  
that were held by Confederates.

 What did the Emancipation Proclamation do exactly?

 Who was affected by this proclamation? 

 Find and read a copy of this document.
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Parenting & 
Homeschool  
Conference 
at Chapel Rock

March 24 & 25, 

2023

June

May

March

A Virtual College Fair 
October 17-21, 

2022

Homeschool Day  
at the Capitol 
January 19, 

2023

  
at the Ark

May 8-12, 
2023

July

October

August

September

November

December

January

February

April

– of Coming IAHE Events –
PREVIEW

iahe.net/events

http://iahe.net
http://iahe.net/events
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Growing up in the 1990s,  the concept of 
homeschooling was still largely viewed through a l 
lens of skepticism with a heavy dose of pessimism. Many considered homeschooling to be a 
disservice to children. “They won’t know how to talk to people!” “They won’t be able to get into 
college!” “They’ll be ruined!” 

I’ll never forget those awkward visits to the grocery store during school hours when the grocery checker would ask the 
dreaded question, “Why aren’t you in school today?” After a moment of palpable silence, I would mutter under my breath, 
“I’m homeschooled.” That response was usually followed by a blank stare from the employee and some disinterested form 
of “Oh, is that so?” No further questions, your honor. 

From Homeschool to

— Aaron Fullan

http://iahe.net
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Blessings of Homeschool
Fast forward 25 years or so, people’s perceptions of homeschooling 
have changed dramatically, thanks to a proven track record of 
overwhelming success. 

As for me, I’m overwhelmingly grateful for my many years as a 
homeschooler back in the late 90s and early 2000s. Both of my 
parents worked (my dad as a full-time firefighter, my mom as a 
part-time cosmetologist) and there wasn’t a large community of 
homeschooling families in our small town, so it was not the obvious 
(or easy) choice for them to make at the time. But life is not always 
full of easy and obvious choices. They made what they considered to 
be the best decision for their three sons at the time, and I’m a blessed 
beneficiary of said choice.

One of the biggest blessings of homeschooling is being able to be 
the principal inf luence and mentor in the lives of your own children. 
Teaching, training, disciplining, encouraging, raising them up in 
the fear and admonition of the Lord. Don’t get me wrong; it’s not 
an honor or responsibility to be taken lightly! But it’s so worth  
the investment.

Each morning, we would get up and instinctively make our way to the 
living room to have time in God’s Word together as a family. I wasn’t 
always excited for it (I wanted to sleep longer!), but in retrospect, 
that was some of the most valuable time spent together as a family. It 
provided the unshakable foundation on which the rest of my life has 
been built on, and you can’t underestimate the importance of that. 

Pursuing Interests & Gifts
Thanks to the freedom and f lexibility of homeschooling, I learned 
how to teach myself (an important and oft-forgotten quality!) and 
work quickly, so as to have time leftover to practice and pursue the 
things I was interested in. Namely, filmmaking and music. 

I diligently practiced the piano every day and made “movies”  
(I use that term very loosely) with my brothers, learning the craft 
of filmmaking and simultaneously entertaining ourselves for  
hours on end.

Believe it or not, that is exactly how I got my start in the industry 
that I now am working in full-time as an actor and film composer. 
An unlikely career for an Iowan with no formal education in 
filmmaking? I guess you could say that. But I certainly wasn’t going 
to let the unlikeliness of it stand in my way. I was homeschooled 
for crying out loud! I never learned how to quit. It simply wasn’t an 
option for me.

Faith in the Arts
“Train up a child in the way he should go; even when he is 
old he will not depart from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) W henever 
I t h i n k of t he i mpor ta nce of homeschool i ng , I t h i n k  
of this verse. 

My parents trained me up in the way I should go, not only in 
a spiritual sense of the phrase (obedience to God’s Word), 
but also in the ways God had gifted me and equipped me. 
Homeschooling provided them with ample time to spot the talents 
and proclivities he had given me and did everything they could 
to pave the way for me to pursue them (which should be the goal  
of every parent!). 

Was it easy for them to do so? Absolutely not.  
After all, the entertainment industry is fraught  
with potential pitfalls, often creating  
content that is directly opposed  
to God and His Word. But  
believe it or not, it is  
possible to be in the  
entertainment industry without compromising your God-given 
standards and abandoning your faith. It requires a rock-solid 
Biblical foundation and a strong community of fellow Christians 
who will help keep you accountable, but it absolutely is possible.

But if you have a child who is interested in the arts, I encourage 
you to remember two things: 1.) God created art. Mankind has 
messed it up and twisted it in unspeakable ways, but the original idea 
was God’s and He still uses art in powerful ways to communicate 
powerful truths. 2.) Where there is great darkness, there is always a 
great need for light. Hollywood is in desperate need of light. “Go into 
all the world and preach the gospel” is anything but geographically 
limiting, and would most certainly include the soundstages and 
studios of Los Angeles.

Continuing the Legacy
My wife and I decided to homeschool our own four children, and 
have recently begun that journey with the oldest two. Although 
it certainly has its ups and downs (sharing the same space with 
fellow sinners for extended periods of time isn’t for the faint of 
heart), we wouldn’t trade it for the world. Having the opportunity 
to pour into our children at all hours of the day and take advantage 
of learning moments in “real time” is simply too good to pass up.

Can we as parents solely provide everything our children will ever 
need over the course of their lifetime? No, of course not. That’s 
not the way the Body of Christ operates. None of us are the whole 
package. We all need each other. However, homeschooling does 
allow us as parents to establish the ever-so-important groundwork 
in the lives of our impressionable children. If we don’t, rest assured 
the world that is directly opposed to God and His Word will. 

To my fellow parents, if homeschooling is a struggle for you right 
now and you’re experiencing some overwhelmingly difficult times 
in your life, please let me encourage you that your efforts are not in 
vain. You’re investing in eternal souls, and that type of investment 
is never wasted.

“…let us lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and 
let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking to 
Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith…” (Hebrews 12:1-2)

If you have a son or daughter that is interested in some aspect of the 
arts (music, acting, filmmaking, etc.), please don’t hesitate to reach 
out to me via the info in my bio with any questions or concerns you 
might have and I’ll do my best to answer/address them for you!        

Aaron Fullan is a full-time actor and composer who lives in Clinton, IA with his 
wife and four children. You can connect with Aaron via his website  
AaronFullan.com or social media channels (@aaronfullan on Facebook and 
Instagram). 
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If you’ve been considering 
homeschooling, or if you’ve 
been doing it for more than five minutes, you 
may have already run into the great debate 
over math curricula. Many an hour has been 
spent around support group circles discussing which is best. 
Eyebrows raise. Lips purse. Friends choose their tribes. Just 
kidding (kinda). Most of the time we sit with pleasant looks 
on our faces and say nice things like, “I’m glad that’s working 
for you, but we really like our curriculum.” Testing friendships 
aside, choosing a math curriculum is tough. We need to 
think about what is best for our children, but we worry. It’s a 
complicated matter. 

The Approaches
Math curricula are designed to help students achieve a set of 
learning objectives through instruction and practice. Typically, 
instruction is approached through two methods, spiral or mastery, 
although they are not the only approaches. 

Mastery-based (or sometimes known as competency-based) 
curricula build comprehension by incrementally introducing 
concepts and allowing a student to move to the next skill or level 
when they have effectively demonstrated their ability. A concept, 

Choosing a Math 
Curriculum  
Mastery vs Spiral 

— Andrea Walters

such as addition, is explored until a natural stopping point has been 
reached, when the next logical concept is introduced (subtraction). 
This builds a deep understanding of a single concept. The term 
mastery may be a little misleading in that mastery doesn’t mean 
perfection and there is plenty of review of older concepts included. 

In contrast, a spiral-based curriculum exposes learners to a set 
of concepts by introducing a new skill brief ly, reviewing older 
skills, and then revisiting the new skill at some point. Each 
time a skill is discussed, comprehension is reinforced, and the 
student moves toward mastery. It builds a broad understanding 
of multiple concepts. A student may cover addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, and division in the same year of study, but only as it 
relates to age-appropriate concepts. The next year they may study 
addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division again, but this 
time go a little deeper into the topics.

It is worthy to note that there are also curricula that claim to be 
hybrids of both systems. This might look like a spiral approach 
being utilized for review but a mastery approach being used for 
the introduction of concepts. You might think of this as an audio 
equalizer with different slide bars to increase or decrease the 
volume of both mastery and spiral approaches on a speaker.

The question teachers and parents must wrestle with is: Is it better 
for my student to go deep first then wide or go wide first then deep?

http://iahe.net
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Choosing a Math 
Curriculum  
Mastery vs Spiral 

— Andrea Walters

Similarities
Both approaches will take a child from counting to calculus, 
meaning that both approaches will eventually cover the concepts 
necessary to continue to college mathematics and have success 
with retention (Yang, 2007).  However, one takes a series of 
straight staircases while the other follows a spiral staircase. They 
both include reviews of previous skills which reinforces what 
students have already learned. How much time is spent on review 
varies from curriculum to curriculum. 

Generally speaking, mastery focuses more on the new skill with 
some review, and spiral spends some time on the new skill but 
spends more time on the review. They both could utilize lectures, 
manipulatives, digital texts, applications, and a host of other 
resources to help build comprehension. If used in a homeschool 
setting, they both can be taught using a custom pace, unique to the 
student’s needs or using the suggested timeline. Neither system fits 
every type of learner. 

Pros and Cons of Mastery
More initial practice with a single concept allows a student to 
experience success with that skill, which builds confidence (Yang, 
2007). Memorization can occur because of more time devoted 
to the skill, which makes mental math possible and faster. Less 
instruction hours are needed each week because more time is 
devoted to practice. It isn’t that they don’t ever forget past skills, 
but as long as review is built into the curriculum, students are less 
likely to forget skills once they are learned.  

Less time in reviewing previous concepts can lead to backsliding 
and a need for further instruction. This can be particularly 
frustrating for children with poor memories or students who 
are not studying math consistently. Focusing on only one topic 
at a time limits exposure to other concepts which can lead to a 
feeling of confusion or apprehension when an advanced concept 
is introduced. 

Pros and Cons of Spiral
Multiple concepts are covered in a short period of time. The 
student learns how to shift gears quickly between concepts, 
which is helpful for taking standardized tests which cover many 
concepts in a short period of time. Because students are exposed to 
advanced concepts early, they are not as intimidated by them when 

they reach them in higher math courses. Students get multiple 
chances to gain understanding. If they don’t gain understanding 
the first time, they will be exposed to it again. 

Students who use spiral-based programs take longer to reach a level 
of competency compared to mastery-based students (Yang, 2007). 
Because the student doesn’t master a concept before moving on, 
their confidence can wane, which can make them feel bad about 
their abilities and math in general. Students may also forget what 
they have been taught since it wasn’t mastered and instruction has 
to be repeated; in fact, curricula are designed to repeat instruction 
on the same topic. Furthermore, it may seem like a lot of new 
material is being covered, but in reality, most of the course is a 
review of older material (Yang, 2007). This can be frustrating to 
students and hinder their excitement about learning. 

Final Thoughts
Both approaches offer benefits. If a student needs to see that their 
hard work is paying off quickly, a mastery approach may be the 
best fit. If a student needs to have frequent review to set concepts 
to memory, then a spiral approach may be the best fit (Yang, 2007). 
However, it is important to not put our children into a particular 
box. If one curriculum isn’t working, it is important to take the 
time to ref lect on why that is before throwing the proverbial 
baby out with the bathwater. If you find that math has been a 
complete disaster this year, you may find this blog post helpful. 
Choosing a math curriculum can be one of the biggest challenges 
to a homeschool parent, but once you find the right fit, math can be 
truly rewarding and confidence building.          

Andrea Walters and her husband Patrick have been homeschooling their three 
children since 2008 and have graduated their two oldest children. They live in 
Corydon, IN. Andrea is a private tutor, holds a bachelor's degree in Business 
Administration, and is a volunteer for IAHE. 

Sources
Yang, G . (20 07).  Educating educators on master y learning and spiral 
l e a r n i n g .  h t t p s : / / e p u b l i c a t i o n s . r e g i s . e d u / c g i / v i e w c o n t e n t . c g i ? 
article=1895&context=theses 

DISCLAIMER: IAHE does not endorse one method over another, nor one 
curriculum over another. IAHE’s goal is to give homeschooling families 
information that can help them choose the right curriculum for their 
unique child and situation. The author of this article is sharing her thoughts  
on the matter.

Mastery-based 
AOP’s Lifepac

Math U See

Math Mammoth

Master Books’ Math Lessons  
for a Living Education

Singapore Math 

Spiral-based 
Abeka

AOP’s Horizons

Saxon Math

Teaching Textbooks

Hybrid
Bob Jones University (BJU)

RightStart Mathematics
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Reading 
Corner Books for Parents

Hollywood Heroes 
Frank Turek & Zach Turek

A world plagued by evil and in need of 
a savior. This theme is so prevalent in 
movies. But why? Frank and Zach Turek 
share that, “We long for “another world” 
that we were really made for, and we are 
enchanted by someone who will bring us 
there—someone who will fight evil and 
bring us safely to a world where there is 
no pain, suffering, or struggle. Hollywood 
heroes help us yearn for what Jesus will do 
to finally set things right when He comes 
again.” The Tureks have given parents a 
resource they can use alongside superhero 
movies to bring their children into deep 
discussions about God. Each chapter 
dives into one movie—its characters, 
their motivations, overarching theme, 
and how it all relates to the Bible and our 
real-life savior, Jesus. Because of the actual 
movies and their content and themes, 
these discussions may be best for middle  
school and up.

Keeping Your Kids on God's Side 
Natasha Crain 

Today’s culture is challenging our kids 
like never before with a barrage of false 
ideas. Natasha Crain, homeschool mom 
of three, demonstrates that discipleship 
and apologetics training are a must in 
our families. Our children will encounter 
arguments against Christianity. Where 
will they turn for answers? Their friends? 
The internet? Their college professors 
someday? Or the Bible? Crain gives parents 
an invaluable tool here to engage their 
children in open dialogue about the issues 
that really matter. Through excellent 
questions and thorough answers that 
include evidence, Biblical references, 
studies, and more, this excellent book 
equips parents to raise children who are 
confident in the truth. 

8 Great Smarts for Homeschoolers
Tina Hollenbeck 

One of the great perks of home education 
is being free to customize our children’s 
education to fit their needs and learning 
style. But what does that look like 
practically? And how do we discover how 
our children learn best. Tina Hollenbeck 
takes the 8 great smarts laid out in the 
book of the same name by Kathy Koch, 
PhD, and applies them to many different 
broad subject areas. For example, in the 
chapter about science, she demonstrates 
how to help children who possess each 
kind of “smart” thrive and succeed, whether 
it be nature smart, logic smart, people 
smart, or another one. The subtitle “A 
Guide to Teaching Based on Your Child’s 
Unique Strengths” really sums up the book. 
You will love adding these ideas to your  
teaching toolbox. 

http://iahe.net
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Where are they now?
7 Profiles of Recent HomescHool Grads

Homeschool Graduates

Homeschool graduates are thriving in the real 
world today! Forty years ago, it is understandable 
that there was some uncertainty concerning the outcomes of homeschooling. Today, 
there is no question about it. Home education is a huge success and graduates of 
this educational model are demonstrating this success in their strong faith, work 
ethic, and desire to serve their communities. 

Dr. Brian Ray, founder of the National Home Education Research Institute, citing a 2017 study, states that, 
“69% of peer-reviewed studies on success into adulthood (including college) show adults who were home 
educated succeed and perform statistically significantly better than those who attended institutional 
schools.”

These seven Hoosier homeschool graduates featured here give us just a snapshot of what homeschoolers 
are doing out in the big wide world today. From nursing and photography, to flower farming and the arts, to 
marketing and computer science, these homeschool graduates are changing the world. They are taking their 
faith and their skills into the unique places God has called them, and are making a difference in this world. 

http://iahe.net
http://nheri.org
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Ethan Grunden, 
Broad RiPple, iN

What have you been doing since you 
graduated from homeschooling?
I have been working as an IT professional for 
almost 5 years. I am pursuing my Computer 
Science degree online through Western 
Governors University. I recently got engaged 
to my fiancee Claire who I met through 
homeschool soccer.

How has homeschooling helped or 
influenced you in your life?
There are two major ways that homeschooling 
has influenced my life. It equipped me with 
the ability to learn quickly and independently. 
More importantly, my parents' Christ-centered 
educational focus helped me to develop a very 
solid biblical worldview.

What was your favorite thing about 
being homeschooled?
Being homeschooled gave me a lot of freedom. 
With my parents' guidance, I was able to direct 
my own education and activities. This gave me 
the ability to explore topics and experiences 
that began to develop into my aptitudes  
and passions.

What advice would you give to others 
who are nearing graduation from 
homeschooling?
Stand firm in your faith and do not be afraid 
of making mistakes. Actively pursue God's will 
and measure your life by His standard.

Cole Chudy
Bloomington, iN

What have you been doing since you 
graduated from homeschooling?
After graduating high school, I went to 
Colorado Christian University where I ran track 
& field, was an RA, and spent a lot of time in 
the outdoors! Since then, I have been getting 
my MBA in Marketing from the University of 
Southern Indiana. Also, I have been working a 
few different jobs.

How has homeschooling helped or 
influenced you in your life?
Homeschooling allowed me to focus on the 
things that truly mattered to me while being 
able to spend more time with my family. It also 
taught me that “school is always in session” and 
so I love to learn!

What was your favorite thing about 
being homeschooled?
My favorite thing about being homeschooled 
was the flexibility. If I wanted to go for a hike, 
I could do my school work later in the day! 
Additionally, I loved co-ops. 

What advice would you give to others 
who are nearing graduation from 
homeschooling?    

No matter what you do after you graduate, 
always pursue God first! 

Parker Zoller
leadville, co

What have you been doing since you 
graduated from homeschooling?
Since graduating from homeschooling, I went 
to Ivy Tech community college for my degree 
in nursing. After graduating, I worked random 
jobs while getting my RN license. 

How has homeschooling helped or 
influenced you in your life?
Homeschooling set me up for taking college 
courses in high school. Having time and space 
was a game changer for me to really figure 
out that I wanted to be in healthcare. Being 
homeschooled helped me narrow in what 
exactly I wanted to do while having a solid 
foundation from church and family life.

What was your favorite thing about 
being homeschooled?
My favorite thing about being homeschooled 
was having time to travel. We road-tripped 
quite a bit when I was a kid and it was a blast. 
Being able to see people from different places 
and how they lived changed a lot about how I 
see the world. 

What advice would you give to others 
who are nearing graduation from 
homeschooling?
Some advice I would give to people who are 
about to graduate is to fail quickly. You aren’t 
going to know exactly what you are doing and 
you don’t need to. It’s going to change in every 
season you are in, so try your best and trust that 
God is leading you in the right direction.

Homeschool Graduates
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Elianna Grunden
new PalestiNe, iN

What have you been doing since you graduated  
from homeschooling?
Since graduating from homeschooling in 2018, I received my Bachelor 
of Science in Nursing from Indiana Wesleyan University (IWU). I worked 
through college to contribute to my tuition as a manager at IWU’s McConn 
Coffee Co., at Chick-fil-A, and as a Peer Educator for one of my professors. 
I graduated from IWU this spring and have spent the summer traveling 
with friends and family and studying for my NCLEX before starting my 
career as a Registered Nurse.

How has homeschooling helped or influenced you in your life?
Homeschooling encouraged (and sometimes forced) an independence in 
me, especially when it came to teaching myself material for my classes. In 
my challenging college science courses, I had the confidence and ability 
to teach myself material that we were required to know but our professors 
did not have time to include in our lectures. My mom (my core teacher) 
also encouraged me to learn how I studied best. Knowing how I learned 
and retained information enabled me to do well in challenging courses 
while some of my peers struggled.

What was your favorite thing about being homeschooled?
I gained an appreciation for relationships with those older and younger 
than me. I also loved the relationships I developed with my three siblings. 
As we spent hours of every day together, we became very close and 
developed strong friendships. I see friends of mine who are not close 
with their siblings, and it makes me increasingly thankful that my siblings 
are my best friends.

What advice would you give to others who are nearing 
graduation from homeschooling?
God has gifted you with unique gifts and is preparing you for the good 
works He has for you in the future (Ephesians 2:10). You may not know 
what those gifts are yet, but I believe the most important thing you can 
do is be obedient in the next step. You do not have to know where you 
will be next month or next year, but if you are obedient in the tasks God 
has placed right in front of you, He will be faithful to grow you and bring 
you to exactly where He wants you to be.

Dreah Taylor
fillmoRe, iN

What have you been doing since you graduated  
from homeschooling?
I have recovered from a chronic illness and worked in the family business. 
Along the way, I developed skills in three areas of interest that I call my 
hobbies: playing my violin in community orchestras, at church, and for 
special events like banquets, weddings, and funerals with my sister and 
my mom; doing custom work in acrylics and oils to create paintings in the 
realism style; and custom baking of pretty pies that I love to create. And 
I got married! I enjoy being able to work from home, selling my artwork 
and pies to people who want them.

How has homeschooling helped or influenced you in your life?
I was able to have time to develop my interests. It gave me time to figure 
out who I was, not be pushed to move on to the next thing. I also had time 
to develop relationships with my parents and with my siblings during 
the day. Rather than just seeing each other between classes, we had the 
opportunity to get closer.

What was your favorite thing about being homeschooled?
I was able to learn anything I wanted to learn. If I was interested, Mom 
let me study it. I had one-on-one tutoring all the time, and that was a 
big deal to me because I needed that; I learned in a different way than 
my siblings. And it was wonderful to see my siblings grow into individual 
people who were different from me.

What advice would you give to others who are nearing 
graduation from homeschooling?
It's okay if you don't want to go to college. Develop your own interests 
and figure out what you can do with what you already know. You have 
time, so don't freak out about the next step in life.

http://iahe.net
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Kalyn Sellers
Bryant, iN

What have you been doing since you graduated  
from homeschooling?
After high school, I went on to get my degree in International Agricultural 
Development from Andrews University. While in college I did several 
international internships, including spending a month in Jordan working 
on an archaeology site/dig. After that I did a two month internship in Fiji 
working on a farm. While in college, I was also the field supervisor for a 
7-acre organic farm. After graduation, I got married and I now have two 
beautiful girls. I have spent the last 5 years raising my girls and working at 
a greenhouse in the spring. Last year I started my own business—Sellers 
Flower Farm. 

How has homeschooling helped or influenced you in your life?
I believe being homeschooled has given me a unique perspective on life. 
It challenged me to think outside the box, ask hard questions, and take 
personal responsibility to make things happen.

What was your favorite thing about being homeschooled? 
Flexibility. Not only flexibility in my schedule, but also flexibility in 
learning! I loved learning things with a biblical background and hearing 
inspiring stories of missionaries living overseas. It instilled in me a love 
to travel and explore and to learn from new cultures.

What advice would you give to others who are nearing 
graduation from homeschooling?
Don’t miss an opportunity to explore and to try new things, even if it 
scares you—especially if it scares you! And remember, adventure is 
everywhere (even in rural Indiana), you simply have to have the eyes to 
see it! Seize the day!          

Shelby Pieper
salem, iN

What have you been doing since you graduated  
from homeschooling?
During my senior year, I took classes online at New York Institute of 
Photography, earning a certificate in Professional Photography by the 
same time I was finished with high school work. I’ve since filed an LLC 
and started my own photography business,  turning my favorite hobby 
into a profession. I have shot over a dozen weddings thus far and have 
several more booked this year. In between those events, I stay busy with 
family, senior, and couple shoots as well. 

How has homeschooling helped or influenced you in your life?
Homeschooling has helped me tremendously with being able to pursue 
what I wanted to do at a very young age, as I graduated early and was able 
to take college classes while still in high school. It has influenced me to be 
both unique and open-minded, giving me the freedom to learn whatever 
I wanted to, whenever I wanted to, which helped me feel excited about 
learning rather than feeling forced to learn. 

What was your favorite thing about being homeschooled?
I loved being able to use the Bible daily in school work, and I’m grateful 
for the freedom of homeschooling which allowed my parents to cater 
each of my siblings’ educational journeys differently. 

What advice would you give to others who are nearing 
graduation from homeschooling?
Soak up every last school day, as I sometimes miss sitting around the 
kitchen table with my siblings learning and going on field trips. But also, 
remember you will never stop learning, as everyday is a new life lesson. 
So take every hardship and every challenge as a learning experience and 
grow from it.

http://iahe.net
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Homeschooling parents of special 
learners face a plethora of decisions 
reaching far beyond what curriculum to use and what daily schedules 
or yearly calendars look like. Often, homeschooling parents of 
special learners are asking themselves: 

  What kind of services do I need to obtain for my child? 

  Where should we receive services from? 

  Is it worth the time and effort to receive services from the local school? 

  What about private services? 

As a parent of special learners, myself, I have often had to ask myself these very questions. In 
doing so, I have learned a few lessons and want to share some “food for thought.”

One of my favorite parts about homeschooling is we can tailor it to the specific needs 
of our children. Let me preface this by saying that what is r ight for one family or 
child may not be right for all families or children, no matter the diagnosis or special  
learning situation.

Determining  

Services 
for Your 

Special Learner
— Staci Morgan

http://iahe.net
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the services instill and/or reinforce the worldview and core values 
I am raising my child(ren) with? Don’t hesitate to interview  
the provider. 

Then I assess whether or not the driving distance is reasonable.  
Is it practical for my family? With the increase of online therapy 
and medical services, distance does not seem to pose as big of a 
barrier to receiving proper services for rural families. However, 
one must still consider if in-person or online therapy will work for 
their particular special learner. 

Financial Cost 
Financial cost is clearly a huge question begging to be asked these 
days. And while ‘free’ sounds good (usually through the local school 
district), one must consider, “Are the services provided equal to 
private services?” Truthfully, the services are not exactly the same. 
This is not to say quality services are not available from the local 
school district. I know some amazing therapists within the school 
districts, but one must understand the framework from which the 

ser vices are determined. The 
frameworks I am referring to are 
the educational model versus the 
medical model for services.

Educational Model
The educational model bases the 
needs and goals of the student(s) 
on bei ng successf u l i n t he 
educational system that is found 
within the school system. A n 
example would be a child needs 
to receive assistance learning to 

read at a particular grade level in order to pass them to the next 
grade. In other words, the school districts will provide services to 
assist the special learner in graduating to the “next level” within 
the school system.

Medical Model
Conversely, the medical model bases the needs and goals for the 
child on outcomes for managing everyday life. For instance, 
instead of goal setting to advance to the next grade, the goals can 
extend to how the child reaches their potential for living beyond 
school. For the child with reading difficulties as noted above, the 
service provider would look at life skills needed associated with 
reading, such as reading menus, filling out job applications, etc. 

Please also consider, that for best outcomes, the providers should 
be training the parent so that the child(ren) can continue to work 
toward their goals even when they are not sitting right in front of 
the therapist/provider. 

While this can all be overwhelming, I encourage you to take your 
time in seeking out the right therapy and services for your child. 
You may very well be amazed at what your child accomplishes 
when you have taken the time to build a solid team who all desire 
that your child reach their fullest potential.         

Staci Morgan MSN, RN began homeschooling her own special learners in 
2010, which includes children with PANDAS, dyslexia, and giftedness. Staci 
enjoys tailoring homeschooling to meet the needs of her children and enjoys 
helping to encourage and equip other parents of special learners by  

                        volunteering  with the IAHE.

Providing Services at Home
Clearly the question of what services are needed must be answered 
before even considering where to obtain those services. For some 
homeschoolers, the child had been enrolled in public school or 
a head start program. Each of these situations will provide the 
benefit of knowing some additional needs of the special learner. 
If the special learner has not been in public school or a head start 
program, the parent can advocate for areas of need by discussing 
concerns with the child’s pediatrician, nurse practitioner, a 
child development specialist, child psychologist, other learning 
specialist, or the local school district.

Sometimes, the needed services can be readily provided by the 
parent. For example, a student with mild ADD would benefit from 
moving around while learning, fidgeting with something as they 
read, listening to an audiobook or instruction, and taking frequent 
breaks. To accommodate this, the parent could have the child sit 
on an exercise ball or a wobble cushion instead of a regular chair. 
Additionally, the child could stand up while doing their school 
work . The parent could a lso 
give frequent breaks or allow the 
child to pull rubber bands or play 
with velcro as they read or listen  
to instruction. 

The chi ld w ith dyslex ia may 
find that listening to audiobooks 
as t hey read t he pages may 
be enough of an aid for them 
to s ucceed i n t hei r  sc hool 
work and associate what they 
hea r w it h what t hey see to 
enhance their reading sk i l ls . A chi ld w ith mild sensor y 
processing disorder may f lourish by getting to decide things 
like what clothes they will wear or the temperature or lighting  
of their room.

Seeking Outside Services
However, for other special learners, outside services are necessary 
to evaluate, diagnose, and treat in order to obtain the results 
desired and needed. But how do we know what services are going 
to serve our family, and particularly the special learner, the best?

For my family, our goals for our special learners are always: 

  To obtain best outcomes 

  To help our children realize their fullest potential,  
     whether in school or life 

  To enlist the best providers/therapists that hold  
      a similar worldview and core values 

Worldview and Practicality
A number of considerations need to be taken to achieve these goals, 
such as: worldview of provider, driving distance, and in-person or 
online services.

The question I personally begin by asking early in the search for 
services is: Will this place for therapy and the individual providing 

Will this place for therapy and the 
individual providing the services 

instill and/or reinforce  
the worldview and core values  

I am raising my child with?
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Anxious. Nervous. Discouraged. 
Overwhelmed. Inadequate. These are 
emotions a homeschool mother might feel if she has a child 
approaching their high school years. Certainly many moms can 
attest to feelings of dread over a world filled with challenging 
subjects, confusing transcripts, and emotional teenagers. 
Homeschooling through high school undoubtedly has its challenges; however, it is 
also full of learning, relationships, and so much joy. 

You Don’t Have to be a Professional
I have talked to many homeschool moms who feel especially inadequate in one particular 
subject: science. Whether you’re worried that you aren’t “smart enough” or you think your 
child needs traditional science courses with boring textbooks, I am writing to encourage 
you that no one needs to be afraid to tackle this subject with your high schooler. You do not 
need to be a professional scientist; you are most certainly “smart enough.” 

Haven’t we all had the privilege of learning many new things as we’ve homeschooled 
our children? As a first generation homeschooler, I have had the joy of learning science, 
history, math, and even diagramming in a way that has opened my eyes to the beauty 
of homeschooling. So as our children learn, we learn alongside them, and we are 

A Look at 
High School   

Sciences
— Kim Jedlicka

able to share a genuine excitement of  
learning with them! 

While it is true that you are able to learn 
any topic you put your mind to, the reality 
is that as your child goes through the high 
school years, it isn’t absolutely necessary 
that you k now and understand ever y 
topic that comes up in the subject. If you 
choose your curriculum wisely, you can 
have access to plenty of help and guidance. 
Depending on the needs and desires of 
your child, you can choose a curriculum 
that is literature-based, online, or more 
traditional. 

Choose and Customize 
Curriculum
Indiana public schools require students to 
earn a minimum of 2 credits of biology, 2 
credits of chemistry, physics, or integrated 
chem istr y/physics, and 2 cred its of 

http://iahe.net
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another science course. As Indiana homeschoolers, we are required 
to provide an equivalent education and always want to strive for 
excellence. Most homeschool parents choose to help their student 
mirror these requirements, and many go above and beyond these.

If your child is interested in pursuing a science-related field in 
college, you should consider having them take a fourth year of 
science in whatever topic delights them the most. Two of my sons 
took astronomy as their fourth science course, another son took 
kinesiology and nutrition, and my daughter took anatomy. There 
are so many options to choose from! If your child is especially 
driven and desires to obtain college credit while in high school, 
another option for their fourth year of science is to take an 
AP course (aphomeschoolers.com is a popular option) or take 
advantage of dual enrollment, either locally or online. 

In order to determine what specific curriculum is best for your 
child, you need to first consider what your goals are. Do you want 
to present the “gist” of each of the core science subjects of biology, 
chemistry, and physics? Or do you or your child want to dive deep 
into the subject for a more rigorous preparation of college-level 
science? A large part of what curriculum you choose will depend 
on whether your child has an interest in math and science or 
not. There is no need to overwhelm yourself or them with a 
math-centered curriculum if they struggle with math. There are 
wonderful options that do not require any math.

Make Labs Work for You
Another stumbling block that many moms face is that most high 
school science subjects involve hands-on lab experiments. There 
is no need to worry about the science laboratory portion! Most 
curricula offer an optional kit so that you have all the materials in 
one box ready to go. Some of the kits can be expensive, but often 
there are several students going through the same subject at the 
same time, so sharing is a great option. 

Even better, why not organize a group of students that can meet 
throughout the year and do the labs together? An adult would 
need to be present, but that role can be as simple as making sure 
all the materials are together and guiding the students through the 
procedure, which should be clearly spelled out in the curriculum. 
If you feel comfortable, you could add an aspect of teaching and/
or answering questions. In my experience, high school students 
have been very capable of going through the lessons on their own 
at home. Ideally, they come to the lab class prepared and with the 
knowledge necessary for the experiment. So it is not necessary for 
you to be an expert in the topic!

My personal experience includes leading three of my children 
and a group of their peers through high school chemistry when 
they reached their junior year. (I used a different curriculum each 
time!) Each group included approximately ten students. My major 
was chemistry in college, so it was natural for me to offer to lead a 
lab class for our local homeschool community. 

For several years before this, other homeschool moms who 
discovered that I actually enjoyed chemistry would ask me to 
please teach chemistry to their kids. I certainly had the desire to 
teach this subject, and while I had forgotten much of the chemistry 
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Homeschool-friendly speech  
& language therapy,  

reading tutoring, and oral  
myofunctional therapy!

Convenient, family-centered 
sessions provided through 

teletherapy.

Fun, engaging, AND effective!

In-network with all Medicaid, 
Hoosier Healthwise,  

and Anthem BCBS plans.

Owned by a homeschool mom!

Contact us:

bloomandbetherapy.com
(765) 273-3279
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I had learned in college (like so many other subjects!), I felt 
confident I could relearn it relatively quickly. 

What I soon found out, once I got started with my first son’s class, 
was that meeting for a lab class every other week did not allow 
me the time to actually teach anything. I was simply guiding the 
students through the already organized experiments. Just as the 
curriculum presents everything to the students, the curriculum 
provides what the mom needs to know too. 

As much as I had the ability to teach chemistry, I had to 
acknowledge that the students were just as capable of learning 
independently from the curriculum. You, as the leader/facilitator/
mom, only need to be aware of how to find the answers when 
questions are asked. A nd some curricula w il l of fer more 
hand-holding than others if that’s what you need.

Although most people assume that high school sciences must 
include a laboratory portion, a hands-on, in-person lab is not 
necessarily required. One of my sons, who loves reading and 
writing more than math and science, took notes in his lab journal 
while watching the accompanying lab videos for his biology 
course instead of performing the experiments and dissections 
himself. For a child who is a more kinesthetic learner, it would 
be more important for him or her to perform the hands-on  
experiments themselves.

Start Researching
It can often be helpful to have a jumping off point for exploring 
different curricula out there. I have compiled a science curricula 
chart which lays out various science curricula that I have come 
across in my years of homeschooling. This is not an exhaustive list; 
these are just ideas to get you started with your research. You’ll 
need to consider the unique needs and giftedness of each of your 
children as you choose how to navigate high school science. But 
remember that each curriculum is just a resource—a guide to lead 
us to the One who made all things orderly and perfect. His creation 
is waiting for us to search out its secrets with curiosity and wonder! 
Praise the Lord for homeschooling!        

Kim Jedlicka is an Indiana homeschooling mom of five children, ages 14 to 
23. She has one college graduate, two currently in college, one high school 
senior, and one just beginning high school. After receiving a chemistry degree 
in college, she went on to optometry school, where she met her husband, 

Jason. She has embraced the joyful life of learning alongside her kids, doing science 
experiments, going on nature walks, and enjoying every day with all of her children.
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FINANCIAL GAME CHANGER  
will help teach your children 

good habits that they will use 
the rest of their lives.   

FINANCIAL GAME CHANGER  
is an easy-to-read book with 

simple lessons to teach.

Have you ever felt 
like you and your 

entire financial life  
are drifting in a 
lifeboat—with 

holes in it?

Have you ever 
felt like your 
bad financial 

habits put some 
of the holes 

there? 

Want to help 
your children 

avoid that 
same sinking 

situation? 

Securities offered through Lynn McCarty, McCarty Financial, as a registered representative of Cambridge Investment Inc., member FINRA/SIPC. McCarty Financial and Cambridge are not affiliated.
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One of the joys of home schooling is 
addressing every area of your child’s 
development, not just what would be considered standard  
academics. Like many, I was not taught how to set goals in an 
organized and attainable way when I was young. I did not know 
how to teach my kids these skills until they were older. Hopefully, this mini study will 
give you some ideas to have at your disposal to help you while you are helping your 
kids at the same time.

According to Dave Ramsy, radio personality and financial guru, “Goals are the workhorses 
that make your dreams come true.” We often tell our kids they can do whatever they want 
to do, but we seldom give them the skills to turn their dreams into reality. Dreams are often 
big or long term; it can be helpful if they are broken down into many small steps taken 
along the way. 

by setting goals!
— Joann Burnside Hoyt

Of course goals can be big too, l ike 
becoming the president of the United 
States or smaller, but just as important, 
like memorizing the multiplication tables 
or learning a Bible verse for every letter 
of the alphabet. The good news is that 
achieving goals whether large or small is 
accomplished by the same means and can 
be applied to all areas of your life. The 
trick is f inding the method that works 
best for you and for each of your children. 
Warning! The method that works for you 
may not, and mostly likely won’t, work 
for your kids. We all think and dream in 
different ways.

http://iahe.net
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It can be fun to help your child learn how to break things down 
and see where each of their dreams can fit in their life. How can 
these dreams become attainable? This study will go over those 
skills, as well as sorting, prioritizing, and categorizing–skills that 
are especially helpful in math, science, and language arts.

Turning Ideas Into Goals
There are five basic qualifications for a goal to move past the idea 
stage. To be a goal:

It Should be Specific: If a goal is to do better in school, you 
must narrow it down.  "I want to improve my spelling skills."

It Should be Measurable:  It should be something you can 
“check off.” "I will learn 10 additional spelling words a week."

It Should Have a Time Frame: Will you try to accomplish the 
goal in a week, a month, or a year? "I will keep learning these new 
words every week this school year."

It Should be a Personal Goal: You can’t make your child want 
to increase their spelling skills; it has to be something they want 
to attain. They have to have their own “why.”

It Should be in Writing or Recorded Somehow: This is where 
you fine-tune the goal setting to your child’s age and preference.

When Should We Set Goals
There are five main areas of life that we can, and should, set goals 
in. The five main areas of life that benefit from goals are:

Spiritual: Bible memorization, prayer life or even ministry 
opportunities

Professional: For adults; Academic - For kids

Financial: Great way to help your kids save for special things 
they want to own

Social: Homeschool families need support and connection

Physical: learning to eat healthy snacks, training for a team 
sport, etc. 

If you or your child are just starting out setting goals, you shouldn’t 
overwhelm yourself by setting a goal in every area. Try picking one 
or two areas to start with.

Keeping Track of Your Goals
There are many ways of recording and tracking yours and your 
child’s goals. Colorful charts and daily interaction can help you 
stay engaged. If the goal is to memorize all the multiplication 

tables in the first semester of school, a printed calendar page 
and star stickers may be just the thing. Each time a number 
level is accomplished, they get to put a sticker on the day they  
conquered it. 

If you are a list person, make a list of all the steps needed to 
accomplish the goal. Post it somewhere prominent, where it can be 
seen often as a reminder. Use a different colored pencil every time 
they mark an item off their list and then do the happy dance with 
them when they do! 

You can use a Venn diagram with the end goal in the center and the 
individual steps in each outer, overlapping circle. As each step is 
accomplished, they can color in that circle until they are all done. 
Alternatively, write each step of the goal on a post-it note and stick 
them on a mirror or window. Every time a step is accomplished, 
take down the note and throw it in the trash. Get creative! Haul 
out all your craft and art supplies, buy stickers or whatever else 
strikes your fancy.

Vision Boards
Now let’s talk about vision boards. They are not so much a way of 
recording your goals or progress but more of a way to keep inspired. 
For bigger or long-term goals, try making a vision board—a 
collection or collage of things that pertain to the accomplished 
goal. It could include words, photos, quotes, or anything that 
highlights the good things that will come with the goal once it is 
achieved. 

As an example, if the goal is to save enough money to go on a 
mission trip, the vision board might include photos of the people 
where you will travel, a sample plane ticket, words that inspire like 
“Travel”, “Hope”, or “Blessing”, and maybe a swatch of fabric that 
makes you think of that country. This keeps the results of the goal 
in the forefront, not just the work that has to be done to get there. 
Quoting Dave Ramsey once again, “Vision, when it goes to work, 
becomes a goal.” 

Why not take some time at the beginning of your school year and 
talk to each child individually about things they would like to 
achieve or areas they want to improve. Perhaps even take one child 
at a time to a quiet park or dinner out to have this conversation; 
make it a big deal. Encourage them to dream, make some plans, 
and see the sparkle in their eyes as they learn to open even more 
doors in their lives. And who knows, maybe a few doors will open 
for you too!          

Joann Burnside Hoyt lives in NW Indiana. Her real-world experiences as a 
Christian wife, mother, widow, 27-year home educator, grandmother, small 
business owner, and now wife once more, all combine to “work together for 
good” as she draws from her life to bring humor and hope to her audience.

"Encourage them to dream, make some plans, and see the sparkle 
in their eyes as they learn to open even more doors in their lives."
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Forty five years ago, my 
husband Barry and I ran  
down the aisle of matrimony just six short 
months after a blind date. Our first child Jamie 
joined our family two and a half years later and 
Ethan, the last of our six children scooted in just nineteen 
years ago, creating an amazing birth span with children born 
in the seventies, eighties, nineties, and two thousands. Each 
child has been a blessing and an irreplaceable part of the gift 
that we call family.

Deciding to Homeschool
As Jamie crept closer to the age of kindergarten, I happened to 
listen to a life-changing episode of Focus on the Family where 
they interviewed an educator named Dr. Raymond Moore. The 
broadcast was discussing home education. I couldn't begin to tell 
you everything they covered in that program, but I know that it 
gripped my heart and mind and set us on a path that would forever 
change our family. After that program, I knew without a doubt that 
I wanted to teach and experience life with our kids at home.

Not everyone in our world was as excited as we were about our 
new found passion. Homeschooling was a brand new idea and only 

Homeschooling

– Across Five  – 

Decades
— Pam Fennig

one other family in our county had begun that adventure. Friends 
and family raised more than one eyebrow when they heard of our 
plans. We were "invited" to meet with our local elementary school 
principal to discuss our decision. I am quite sure he was more than 
a little disappointed that he was not able to convince us to rethink 
our plan. Fortunately we had joined HSLDA, and they came to 
our aid when that gentleman called later to schedule a home visit. 
After being coached and versed on our rights, I assured the school 
district that there would be no home visit. 

Connecting With a Community
Our first year, a friend connected us to the Wells Association of 
Christian Home Educators. That group was like a life jacket in 
some troubled waters for this new homeschooling mama. It is hard 
to put into words how very important this support group was and 
what it did for each of our families in those early years. The group 
was a place of comfort and belonging, sharing and encouragement. 
It was one of the very few places where we felt understood. 
Members cheered both us and our kids on through difficult days. 
In reality, they were our second family.

Finding Curriculum in the Early Days
Finding curriculum in those days was a challenge as well. Our first 
year we signed up with Hewitt/Moore Research Center. They 
designed a curriculum for us using pamphlets, books, and some 
Christian school social study textbooks. I would describe it as a 

http://iahe.net
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modified unit study. The next year or two we used Konos, a unit 
study that got us well acquainted with our local library and forced 
me to dig deep into my sometimes shallow well of creativity. 

Eventually, curriculum fairs and the annual IAHE Homeschool 
Convention became the highlight of our year. The speakers were 
such an encouragement to me as I grew in wisdom and took home 
new ideas. I felt like a kid in a candy store looking over the vast 
selection of options that could work for my family. It is exciting 
to have so many wonderful choices that allow us to teach to our 
children's diverse passions and learning styles. 

Homeschooling Then vs. Homeschooling Now
Homeschooling in the eighties, technology as we know it today 
was barely existent, which wasn't all bad. My older girls couldn't 
wait to finish up formal schoolwork and chores, so they could get 
outside and play creatively. Our only screen distraction consisted 
of a thirteen-inch black and white television. 

As technology advanced, it was easy to gravitate towards playing 
the latest new video games when visiting friends. How do you ever 
get enough of games and social media? It is the distraction that 
continually calls out our name and attempts to hold us firmly in its 
grasp. Knowing what I know today, I would have been even stricter 
in how we used screen time.

Our view of social and educational activities has also changed 
over the decades. In the early years, we were eager to find field 
trips, nature studies, gym days, service projects in the community, 
and endless other options to just be together. Unfortunately, it 
seems as though that level of commitment to real and supportive 
relationships is harder to find now. W here is the fellowship 
and accountability? Have we fooled ourselves into believing 
that Instagram and YouTube can take the place of real human 
connection? I would encourage you to make it a priority to get 
out and connect with real people who you can be open and honest 
with. We all need real friendships that will stand the test of time. 

Overcoming Challenges
One of t he biggest cha l lenges I have obser ved a mong 
homeschooling moms is the temptation to compare their children 
with others. It seems to be a constant battle for many moms. Let me 
assure you, you don't have to be a rocket scientist to successfully 
teach your children, but you do have to show up and be consistent. 
As the saying goes, "Rome wasn't built in a day," and neither is an 
education. So much is built little by little and inch by inch. If you 
are present and faithful in the little things, you can succeed as an 
amazing home educator. 

I would encourage you to set aside a daily schedule for your school 
day and do your very best not to schedule appointments or other 
activities during that window of time. It is wise to set your phone 
to silent mode and place it out of reach. Commiting to a focused 
learning time each day without distractions (like phones) tells 
your children you are prioritizing them.

Understanding True Learning
Remember that education isn't what takes place from eight to noon 
or between the covers of a textbook. It is the day-to-day discoveries 
we experience and uncovering the many mysteries of life. One 
of the things that I admire most about my husband is that he has 
continued to be a lifelong learner and has modeled that for our 
children. True success as an educator are the moments when you 
ignite and unleash a wonderful curiosity in your child that leaves 
him thirsting for just a little bit more! 

Learning comes in many shapes and sizes. As important as 
consistency is, don't be afraid to think outside the box and allow 
time to learn and discover in unusual ways. Spread out a variety 
of topics and experiences and watch to see how their interests 
develop. Then use a shovel to feed them things they are passionate 
about and a tablespoon for the rest, for we rarely remember the 
things that have little interest to us.

Closing Five Decades
As for my six kids — they have all walked their own paths. Three 
of my children are now homeschooling their own young ones, 
three own their own businesses (a cut-your-own f lower farm, a 
digital marketing agency, and a photography business), and one 
works in law enforcement. I just graduated my youngest from 
homeschooling this past spring. He is pursuing a career as a 
commercial pilot. My own homeschool journey spanning five 
decades has come to an end, but I now have the unspeakable joy 
of watching my children disciple and educate my grandchildren. 
What a blessing!

We are all created with a unique set of talents and God-given 
interests. I encourage you to embrace that uniqueness in yourself 
and in your child. It will make all the difference in this adventure 
we call homeschooling.          

Pam Fennig was a pioneer in the homeschool movement, starting to 
homeschool her oldest daughter in the eighties. With her youngest son 
graduating in 2022, she has homeschooled for thirty-seven years across five 
decades. Today, she lives with her husband on their family farm in  

                        Jay County, Indiana.

Air Dynamics Testing 
Have career plans?  Not going to college?   

Want to learn a lucrative trade in the  
Environmental Field?  

Start at $20-$25/hour.   
Travel, learn, interact with professionals.  

Contact Mike at 317-919-4181 or  
mike.dicen@airdynamicstesting.com
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Larry Bird
Basketball Titan

— Lacey Hooie

HOOSIER  
SPOTLIGHT
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American basketball player, 
Larry Joe Bird, was born to 
Joe and Georgia Bird on December 7, 1956 in 
West Baden, Indiana. He was the fourth out of 
six children.
While growing up in French Lick, Larry’s father worked in a 
factory. Unfortunately, the Bird family struggled financially. 
Sometimes their furnace would break down at night, causing the 
family to have to stand outside in the cold while Joe fixed it.

Larry as well as his brothers all played sports while they were 
growing up. Larry’s sole focus was not on basketball until he was 
in high school. Once he realized he had a knack for it, he began to 
practice daily—day and night, no matter the weather.

Bird attended high school in French Lick, Indiana. He played 
basketball for the school, playing guard during his sophomore and 
junior years. By senior year, Bird was 6 feet 7 inches and was quite 
good at the sport.

He was wanted by many different colleges, but at the time, he 
chose to attend Indiana University. However, he quit school after 
only about a month and decided to return home to French Lick.

During his time out of school, Bird was married for a short time 
and had a daughter. Around this time, he also drove a garbage 
truck. He helped care for parks and the different district roads. He 
enjoyed his work and felt accomplished working to make the living 
areas around him look better.

After his father’s untimely death, Larry decided to return to 
college. He had grown two more inches and was now 6 feet 9 
inches, and he began his education at Indiana State University. He 
was able to begin playing basketball there in 1976-77 after having 
to sit out the first year due to rules on players switching over from 
another school. His first year playing for the team, the Sycamores 
went from a win: lose of 13:12 to 25:3 when he began playing. He 
was a humble player and a sought-after player.

In 1978, Larry was drafted by the Boston Celtics. He wasn’t quite 
ready to sign the contract at that time, but after he finished his 
degree in physical education, he signed a $3.25 million five-year 
contract in 1979. At this time, this sum made him the highest paid 
rookie in sports history. A short time after this high dollar contract 
was signed, NBA draft eligibility changed, and the Bird Collegiate 
Rule was created, preventing teams from drafting players before 
they were ready to sign.  

Larry was named Rookie of the Year during that first year playing. 
With his help, the Celtics were able to play in the championship 
series and win in 1981, 1984, and 1986. Bird was a famous 
basketball star. He knew the game and seemed to know which 
direction the game was going before it went there. He was 
consistent and a real team player.

Despite this, Bird unfortunately, incurred several injuries. He had 
to sit out the majority of the 1988-1989 season in order to have 

surgery. He also dealt with back problems and a few other injuries 
throughout his career.

After a successful thirteen years, Larry retired from the Boston 
Celtics. He went on to play on the U.S. Olympic Dream Team in 
Barcelona, Spain in the summer of 1992. After this, he became a 
consultant for the Celtics.

In 1997, Larry returned to Indiana and became the coach of the 
Indiana Pacers. He said that he would not coach for more than 
three years. After leading the Pacers to many victories and after 
being awarded NBA Coach of the Year, Larry retired shortly after 
the end of the 2000 season, as promised.

Although he was no longer the coach, Larry stayed on in some 
capacity for several years, supporting the Indiana Pacers. He is also 
the only one in NBA history to be named NBA MVP, Coach of the 
Year, and Executive of the Year.

With all of his accomplishments on and off the court, it is safe to 
say that Larry Bird will continue to be known as one of the greatest 
basketball players of all time.        

Lacey Hooie, an Indiana native, is a wife, mother, and home educator. After 
attending Indiana University, she and her husband decided to stay and build 
their family. On any given day, you can find her soaking up time with her 
family and pets, and exploring their interests through activities and books.
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   Serving Indiana homeschool families since 1983.   

You Are the Difference!
Your IAHE membership, IAHE event attendance, and donations 

support the work of a non-profit organization run by a volunteer 
board of directors and team. Since 1983, the IAHE has worked to 
Encourage, Protect, and Serve Indiana homeschool families.

When you join the IAHE, you are working alongside our team 
to keep homeschooling strong in our state.

You make a difference!

Premium Membership – only $40 a year!

2019 Convention Workshop Bundle!
Print & Digital issues of Homeschool Indiana
Support Group and Co-op Directory
High-quality laminated Family Membership Card
Discounts in IAHE Shop and from select curriculum & service providers

Your Support Matters
The IAHE stands in the gap and helps safeguard your legal right to 
homeschool by keeping its finger on the pulse of
what’s happening in Indianapolis. 
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