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HOMESCHOOLERS

YOU BELONG HERE
EVERYTHING YOU WANT
AND NEED IS HERE.
•
•
•
•

ELENORE GRABER ’21
WANTED TO STUDY
GRAPHIC DESIGN IN A
PLACE WHERE SHE’D BE
KNOWN BY NAME. HER
MOM, JULIE, WANTED
WHAT WAS BEST FOR
ELENORE. THEY FOUND
IT AT USF.

Outstanding academics
Personalized learning and support
A welcoming community
Professional experience

“I WANTED ELENORE TO ATTEND A
COLLEGE THAT WAS WELCOMING
AND PERSONABLE, ONE THAT
FELT LIKE HOME. USF IS EXACTLY
AS IT SEEMS—WELCOMING,
SECURE AND HELPFUL.”
JULIE, MOM
“AT USF, YOU’LL HAVE A
PERSONALIZED EXPERIENCE
WHERE YOU CAN BE SELFDIRECTED AND FOLLOW YOUR
INTERESTS. IT FEELS LIKE A
NATURAL EXTENSION OF THE
HOMESCHOOL EXPERIENCE.”
ELENORE, USF STUDENT

SEE WHAT USF CAN OFFER YOU!
Visit campus to discover your second home or simply apply at sf.edu/apply.
Contact Admissions at admis@sf.edu or 260-399-8000, if you have questions.
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You’re Their
First Teacher.
Be Their Best
Teacher!

Together is the best way to learn. In Classical Conversations, you belong
to a close-knit group of like-minded parents and students developing
lifelong friendships and lasting skills, side by side.
Your local community gives you and your child a weekly touchpoint for
connection, guidance and growth. As your child’s teacher, you’ll work
alongside trained parent-tutors who are at the ready to trade wisdom,
offer advice and build relationships..
Find out more now at www.ClassicalConversations.com/Indiana

Welcome
And they’re off to a running start!
The Indiana General Assembly, that is. Indiana families enjoy ample homeschool freedom in our state,
but freedom is only sustained through the vigilance of individuals like you! Through grassroot efforts
and personal relationships with our legislators, we battle new challenges and maintain our freedom
in each legislative session. Be sure to check out Choice & Consequences to understand some of how
we work to maintain freedom through avoiding government funding.
It’s exciting to see parents teaching their children truth, especially in this day in age, so we hope you
will find Dealing with the Dark Side of History and Worldview Test helpful.
Here at the IAHE, we consider it our privilege to serve Indiana homeschoolers 365 days a year. We are
a volunteer-run organization, with volunteers dedicating countless hours to protecting homeschool
freedom and providing resources and support for home educators just like you.
Do you have a heart to serve homeschoolers? We would love to have you join our team. If you enjoy
reading about homeschooling, maybe you would consider joining our writing and editing team to
help us produce more content? Don’t be intimidated. We learn from each other and have a lot of fun.
You’re doing a great job! Your sacrifices are worth it!

Tara Bentley
Executive Director, IAHE

The Indiana Association of Home Educators

(IAHE) is a not-for-profit organization founded
in 1983 for the purpose of serving the Lord
Jesus Christ by supporting and encouraging
families interested in home education.
We define home education as parent-directed,
home-based, privately-funded education.

IAHE
PO Box 217 Stilesville, IN 46180
317-467-6244 | iahe@iahe.net

iahe.net

BOARD MEMBERS
Steve & Penny Taylor
Mark & Tara Bentley
Mike & Amy Sager
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Meet Your Newest Regional Reps!
Region 4 | Tim & Kathy Hodge
Tim & Kathy have homeschooled their children for 28
years and have graduated seven and currently teach
two. Home education has helped them to present a
Christian worldview to their children, and they have used
an eclectic mix of textbooks and curriculum to achieve
this goal. While living in Clinton County, the Hodges
have met with many families in their immediate area for
friendship and activities, and wish to connect families
with resources available, as well as provide pertinent
legislative information.

Region 11 | Joseph & NaTosha Hansome

depositphotos.com: #203360210

Joseph and NaTosha have been married for fifteen years
and live in Hancock County. They have seven children
and are in the process of adopting two more sons.
They have homeschooled for fourteen years. They have
experience with homeschooling children with dyslexia,
homeschooling through high school, and homeschooling
children with English as their second language. They are
glad to be able to help other families in their
homeschooling journey.

Region 14 | Eric & Rachel Wiederhoeft
Eric & Rachel have been homeschooling their three
children since 2016 with the strong conviction to
provide them with a biblical worldview. They both have
backgrounds in education. The Wiederhoefts moved to
Madison, IN three years ago. Eric is currently a professor
at a local community college.

Are you looking for a rewarding service opportunity?
The IAHE depends on the dedication of
servant-hearted people just like you.
Mentoring | Regional Representative
Social Media | Fundraising | Event Planner
Research | Project Management | Writing
Editing | Administrative Help & More!

iahe.net/volunteer

Have you connected with your IAHE Representative?
Serving the homeschooling community throughout Indiana.
Regional Representatives are veteran homeschool parents
who are here to support your family on your home education
adventure. Whether you are looking for local activities,

have questions about curriculum, or want to find a support
group in your area, your Regional Representative couple is
available to help you!

To contact any of our reps by phone, dial 317-467-6244 and then their extension.
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Days
to

REMEMBER

The Fifteenth Amendment | 1870

February
3rd

Though passed by Congress on February 26, 1869, the
Fifteenth Amendment was ratified on February 3, 1870.
This granted all citizens the right to vote, no matter their
race, color, or previous condition of servitude.
What other amendments can you list?
Who still could not vote after the
Fifteenth Amendment was passed?

First Telephone Patent | 1876

February
11th

Nelson Mandela Makes History | 1990
Nelson Mandela, a leader of the South African movement
to end apartheid, was released from prison after spending
27 years of his life there as a political prisoner. In 1994,
Mandela was elected South Africa’s first Black president.

March
7th

What was apartheid?
How does Mandela’s legacy live on today?

Alexander Graham Bell received his patent
for his invention of the telephone. He is remembered
for making his first phone call ever and saying,
“Mr. Watson, come here…”
How did the telephone change
peoples’ lives for the better?
How might life be different if the
telephone was not invented?

Visiting the North Pole | 1909
On this day, Robert Peary, an American explorer and
a U.S. Navy civil engineer, and his assistant Matthew
Henson, a young African American sailor, are credited
for being the first to reach the North Pole.
Research this trip. Is there anyone else who might
have made it to the North Pole before these explorers?
Read about the controversy.
Read one of the books about this adventure.
There are several, including A Journey for the Ages:
Matthew Henson and Robert Peary’s
Historic North Pole Expedition.
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March
23rd

April
6th

Patrick Henry’s Speech | 1775
On this day, Patrick Henry spoke to the Second Virginia
Convention. He held an important role in inspiring the
American Revolution. He spoke the famous words, “I
know not what course others may take; but as for me,
give me liberty, or give me death!”
What else is Patrick Henry known for?
What was Patrick Henry trying to convince those
around him to do?

National Crayon Day
— March 31 —

It’s time to pull out your crayons and color a picture! Before
you begin though, do you know where the first kids crayons
came from and who invented them?

National Freedom Day
— February 1 —

depositphotos.com: #482677174, #136018158, & #105064866

National Freedom Day celebrates February 1, 1865, the day
when President Abraham Lincoln signed a proposal for what
would become the 13th amendment, which outlawed slavery.
It is also a day to remember and be thankful for the freedoms
that we, as Americans, have.
President Abraham Lincoln declared in the Gettysburg
Address, “It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great
task remaining before us—that from these honored dead we
take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the
last full measure of devotion—that we here highly resolve
that these dead shall not have died in vain—that this nation,
under God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and that
government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall
not perish from the earth.”
It is important to remember the freedoms that we have, so
they will not be taken away on our watch.
Try to name the five freedoms granted to us in the
first amendment.

In 1903, two cousins, Edwin Binney and C. Harold Smith,
used paraffin wax and nontoxic pigments to create a wax
stick that people could color with. The term “Crayola” was
coined by Edwin Binney’s wife, Alice. She combined the
French words “craie” (meaning chalk) and “oleaginous”
(meaning oily). The first crayons came in boxes of eight and
the colors were black, brown, blue, red, purple, orange,
yellow, and green. Children must have been really excited
to get to use colors other than black in their doodling and
drawing!
Crayola crayons are still around today, and nearly 3 billion
crayons are manufactured every year. And the number of
different colors today is staggering!
Gather up broken or used crayons, (or new ones if you
want) and look up recipes for making your own crayons.
There are lots of ways to melt down crayons into molds
and make new crayons with a kaleidoscope of colors.
Find some leaves, crayons, and a piece of white paper.
Lay the paper over the leaf and rub the crayon on top to
get a really spectacular leaf relief!
Look up crayon crafts. There are lots of unique ideas
for how to use crayons to create art in ways other
than coloring!

Read the 13th amendment and discuss its importance.
Research one (or more!) countries that have limited
freedom and discuss the importance of freedom.
Read the Gettysburg Address. It’s very short, but
extremely powerful!

iahe.net |
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Worldview

TEST
— Israel Wayne

Are your children equipped to face the
“Real World”? When children finish

their training at home and “leave the nest to tr y their wings”
in t he s e c ular c ul t ure aroun d t hem, ever y p aren t mu s t
wonder if their child is truly prepared to embark on such a journey.

Especially if they enter college (Christian or secular), their assumptions about life will be
radically challenged. They will face an entirely new set of philosophies and worldviews contrary
to the ones they grew up with. How can you as a parent help your child to solidify their Christian
faith? Now is the time to begin thinking about the competing ideological forces at war for the
souls of your children. While there is still time to influence the beliefs of your children, it is time
to begin dialoguing and probing with them regarding the important issues of life.

Here, we will discuss topics that are likely to confront your children after they finish their K-12, go to
college, or enter the workforce. While the following questions are by no means comprehensive, I hope
they will challenge your thinking and begin some great conversations between you and your child.
I should say at the outset, that there is much more to equipping your child than simply giving them
“head knowledge.” You must win their heart by establishing a loving relationship of trust and open
communication. Character building and discipleship must be central. You must encourage them to love
God with all their being, and train them to love and serve others. Please keep all of these things in mind
as you read. We must always strive to maintain a Godly balance.
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It should also be stressed that simply getting all the right answers
on a worldview test will not redeem a child. Just because your
child has a Biblical Worldview, that does not mean that he will
necessarily live according to what he has been taught and knows to
be true. We aren’t trying to create intellectually superior students
but, rather, Spirit-filled Christian youth who can live out the truth
in love, and win their hearers to Christ.

What is a Worldview and Why is it Important?

depositphotos.com: #97680156 & #88163322

A worldview is a set of lenses or filters through which we see, and
interpret, all of life and reality. There are some maxims or first
principles that we merely accept as being true, without trying
to prove them. Based on our presuppositions, we construct our
philosophy of life. For example, if we believe that a personal God
exists and can be known, we will live differently than if we believe we
are merely the result of primordial slime gone haywire. Depending
on which of these premises we presume to be true, we will make
decisions that impact how we live our lives.
There are many foundational issues that confront us. We need
to base our entire belief system on the truth of God’s Word. Our
worldview needs to be Scripturally sound if we intend to please
God and obey His commands.
Dr. Tony Evans says, “The crisis in education today is a crisis of
worldviews. A worldview is a grid, a set of presuppositions or
assumptions a person holds about how the world works. We could
say your worldview is the way you look at life…[A]ll education
comes with a worldview attached whether the fact is admitted or
even understood by those doing the teaching. And the humanistic
worldview is the dominant worldview in modern secular
education...There is no such thing as a non-religious education,
because all knowledge involves values. Education, then, must not
only give information but must renew the mind with the right set
of values so that knowledge is properly used.”
“From a Biblical standpoint, the total education of children belongs
in the hands of their parents...As a parent, you are responsible
for your children’s science education, math education, history
education and every other element of their training. The Bible
locates the comprehensive education of children in the home and
lays the charge at the feet of Mom and Dad.”

What Are Some Essential Components of a Biblical
Worldview?
I would like to ask some questions that you can use to encourage
dialogue with your students. Lord willing, it will unlock your thinking
and encourage you to consider new categories of thought. What kind
of a worldview does your family possess? As you discuss these issues
with your teenagers or older children you may be surprised to learn
how they respond. You see, the purpose of a worldview test is not to
evaluate what your child knows, it is to determine what they believe.
As much as possible, insist on Scriptural references for the positions
various members of your family take on these issues.

Apologetics (A Defense of the Faith)
Can a Christian “prove” the existence of God to an
atheist? What is the distinction between an atheist and
an agnostic? What are the main differences between
the presuppositional and evidential approaches to apologetics?
Which is a more absolute form of argument: deductive or inductive
reasoning? What should be our motive for defending our faith?
What are some points of Christianity that you are confused about
or find you cannot defend?

The Arts
What Biblical standard should we use to determine
if certain types of entertainment and art are morally
wrong? Do we judge merely the content of the art (i.e.
The lyrics in music, the number of profane words in a movie,
etc.), or are there moral categories to judge the forms as well (i.e.
The style of the music, the type of art one chooses to produce)?
Does Scripture give us permission to be entertained? Do the Arts
usually glorify God or man? Why is this?

Economics
How would you define socialism, communism
a nd c a pit a l i s m? W h ic h e c onom ic s y s t e m
i s p r e f e r a bl e? A r e t he r e ot he r f or m s o f
economy that could work? How do you define money?
How much of our wealth is ours and how much belongs to God?
Who should fund social programs like welfare, health care,
child-care, education, etc.? Should it be the church, the individual,
the civil government or a private organization?

iahe.net |
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Education
To whom did God give the responsibility to teach
children? Can a parent send their child to a Christian
or government school and still fulfill their obligation to
be in charge of their child’s education? Are tax credits and school
vouchers a good idea for private schools and homeschoolers, and
what governmental strings may be attached? What is the primary
purpose of an education?

Family
What are the proper duties and responsibilities of
husbands and wives in their relationship with each
other? What is a Biblical view of children, and how does
it differ from the way the world views children? What does the
Bible teach about how to raise, educate and discipline children?
Why did God create families and not merely individuals? What
constitutes a family according to Scripture?

Government/Civics
W hat would a Biblical form of civil government
look like? Does such a government exist on earth
today? What does Scripture say about a Christian’s
involvement in politics? Are there times when a Christian is
required to disobey the civil law to obey a law of God? Is there
such a thing as a good and Godly war?
Does a human being ever have the right to take the life
of another human? Does an individual have a right,
before God, to take his or her own life? Are there some
moral principles that are absolutely true in all cultures and nations,
regardless of whether or not they are believed and accepted by the
majority of people? Are there times when it is acceptable to lie or
to break a Biblical law in order to help someone else? Is it right for
us to impose our morality on other people?

History
How do you determine which historical events are
worth studying and which ones are not? Is it possible
to read historical truth that isn’t tainted by bias or the
perspective of the author? Has God directed everything that has
occurred in history, or have some events been beyond His control
or will? What is the most important reason to study history?

Language Arts
Why do we have a desire to communicate with others?
Why did God confuse our ability to dialogue with each
other, (Gen. 11:7) and what might happen if the world
adopts a common language in the future? Why do you suppose
God has revealed Himself to us as the logos or Word, (John 1:1)
and what does this tell us about His nature?

Philosophy
How do we know that we exist? What is the meaning
of life and why are we here? How do we know what
will become of us after we die? Since there are so many
different opinions and viewpoints in the world, can we ever know
something for certain? Should we adamantly believe in something
that we have never seen nor experienced? Give an example.
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Literature
What are the Biblical principles one should use to
determine the value of “great books” and classic
literature for Christian students? How does reading
fantasy literature affect one’s view of reality?

Math
Can there be such a thing as Christian or secular math?
What does mathematics reveal to us about the nature
and character of God? How likely is it that the chaos
and chance of the “big bang” theory of origins could create a
world that is so magnificently governed by the laws of order and
consistency in mathematics?

Psychology
Determinism says that we are the result of genetic
programming that predetermines our preferences and
behavioral tendencies. Behaviorism teaches that we
are born neutral but pick up habits and worldviews from those
around us (we learn certain behavior patterns). In other words,
every bad thing we do is either something we learned from our
parents and others, or something we inherited genetically that we
have no control over. Are these views Biblical, and what are the
possible limits of these views?

Religion
Is there such a thing as one true religion? Is it possible
to have many paths to God (i.e. each person follows
his or her own heart)? If religion is so good, why have
so many people been killed and so many atrocities occurred in
the name of religion? Define Monotheism, Polytheism, and
Pantheism. Which religions hold to these varying worldviews?
What makes the gospel of Jesus unique among other religions?

depositphotos.com: #375116244

Ethics

We aren’t trying to create intellectually superior students
but, rather, Spirit-filled Christian youth who can live
out the truth in love, and win their hearers to Christ.
Science
What are the substantial differences between Biblical
creationism and Darwin’s evolutionary model? Is
a belief in a literal six-day creation important? Do
mutations and variations within a species prove Darwin’s theory
of natural selection? Is it true that science is fact, and religion is
faith? What are some of the natural social outworkings of a belief
that we are all the result of naturalism, and not a God-directed
creation.

Social Studies
Is it true that ALL people are created equal and
endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable
rights? W hat are some examples of fundamental
God-given rights that apply to all people? What do you believe
about Affirmative Action? Are multicultural studies in schools a
good thing? Are some cultures or people groups viewed as more
important than others in God’s eyes? How tolerant should we be
of other people’s lifestyles and choices?

Become Worldview-Minded
I hope this interchange of ideas will spawn many other such
opportunities, and will lead you on a path of discussing important
issues together as a family. The most important thing is not having
all the right answers, it is learning how to go to God’s Word and find
answers to the questions that probe the mind. God cares infinitely
about the process, as well as the end result.
Relationships are built by talking together and listening to the
ideas of those you love. Don’t miss the chance to “give an answer
for the hope that lies within you,” even if it is to your own children.
But, remember, do it with humility and respect! (1 Pet. 3:15)
Israel Wayne is an author and conference speaker and Director of Family
Renewal. He and his wife, Brook, are raising their eleven children in SW
Michigan. www.FamilyRenewal.org
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&
Choice
Consequences
Life is full of choices we must
make, each and every day.
And, every choice comes with consequences.
Some are minimal, but some have a lasting
impact.
Parents have many choices when
deciding how to educate their
children. Public school, private
school, and homeschool options are
abundant, more so today than ever
before. Each choice comes with
both benefits and consequences,
and the key to making an informed
decision comes down to fully understanding
the positive and negative consequences of
that choice.
As a homeschool organization, the IAHE is
clearly biased in favor of home education as
the best way to educate and disciple children.
With a changing world around us, more
and more families have taken a new look
at homeschooling, and many of the most
frequently asked questions revolve around
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funding and the options for “keeping my tax dollars” when leaving
the public school system.
Let’s consider some examples of how tax dollars and funding work
in the wider world.
Imagine a large stack of books sitting on your dining room table.
Can you highlight your favorite passage? Can you loan them to a
friend? Can you keep them forever? Can you turn down the page
to mark your place? It depends. Did you purchase them, or did you
borrow them from the local library? Ownership determines the
rules of engagement. If you borrow a book from the library, you
have agreed to certain terms and conditions.
Have you ever considered walking into a library and asking for a
refund because you decided to purchase a book instead? A library
is a public service, paid for by tax dollars, that benefits an entire
community. It is there when and if you need to utilize it… and your
tax dollars support the library whether you use it or not.
Public services such as libraries, fire departments, post offices,
public schools, and more are all funded by tax revenue. They exist
to serve the community, and no one receives a refund if they do
not utilize a public service. Homeschool families are not entitled to
money from the state any more than someone who prefers Amazon
as their book supplier over the local library.

Here is another way to think about it: Imagine shopping for a new
place to live. Picture yourself reviewing a list of available homes
with the exact same f loor plans, square footage, acreage, paint,
cabinets, countertops, storage systems, and shutters. No detail is
different with the exception of the home’s location. Would a life in
these seemingly identical homes be the same? What if one home is
located in the country and one is located in a planned community
with a homeowners
association? Life in the country
may come without the perks of
a planned community, but it
also comes with less oversight.
What appears identical at face
value can be quite different in
application.

Homeschool families are free to choose curriculum with or
without religious instruction. Families enrolled in virtual public
school programs are restricted to purchasing secular curriculum
aligned with the state standards.
Homeschool families are free to set their own school calendar, as
long as they do the same number of days as their local public school
between July 1 through June 30 of each year. Families enrolled in
virtual public school
programs must follow
the calendar set by
the administrators of
the school.

Dis•ci•ple

Ever y choice in life comes
with certain benefits, some
consequences, and differing
amounts of FREEDOM.

Homeschool families
are free to educate
t hei r ch i ld ren at
their own pace and
provide individualized
instruction. Families
enrol led in v ir t ua l
public school programs must follow the benchmarks and standards
set by the State irrespective of their child’s individual learning style
or pace.

1. to teach; to bring up
2. to train in the Christian faith & principles

IAHE fights to maintain the clear and distinct lines in Indiana code
that keep homeschooling FR EE from government regulations.
Years before March of 2020, Indiana families had many
educational choices, and the options have continued to grow. Since
the pandemic, even more public schools have launched at-home
programs in an effort to meet the needs of a changing world and to
keep state funding within their local districts. Many have latched
on to the use of the homeschool label for any educational option
that primarily takes place in the home. But, the use of tax-payer
funds demands public accountability, and this remains true in
considering the choice between different education options.
Public school programs masquerading as homeschooling often
seek to take advantage of the freedom of private education while
seeking to avoid the accountability required with public funding.
Here are some side-by-side comparisons of the requirements of
homeschools and public schools…
Homeschool families are not required to complete standardized
testing. Families enrolled in virtual public school programs must
complete testing as required by the State.

Indiana homeschool families retain educational liberties which
have been slowly and methodically stripped away from other
education options that receive state funding. We continue to
maintain these liberties because we neither take nor request state
tax dollars to help educate our children. Because the State does
not subsidize parent-directed, home-based, privately-funded
education, it gives homeschooling families the ability to maintain
a hands-off approach from the state when it comes to further
regulation and control.
The Indiana Association of Home Educators (IAHE) stands
firm on the truth that parents, not the government, are in the
best position to determine what is good and appropriate for their
children. Legislation that whittles down parental rights to educate
their children at home continues to be a concern to IAHE. We will
continue to fight for maintaining parental responsibility over state
mandates and control over family matters.
Tara Bentley is a veteran homeschool mom of two daughters. During thirteen
years of homeschooling, she and her husband Mark served in leadership
for twelve. They currently serve together on the Board of Directors for
Indiana Association of Home Educators (IAHE), where Tara also serves as the
Executive Director.
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Are You a

Deuteronomy 6:6–7
Parent?
— Ken Ham

“And these words that I command you today shall
be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently
to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk
by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise” (Deuteronomy 6:6–7 ESV).
After the escape from Egypt, God commanded the Israelite fathers and mothers to teach his commands
and statutes to their children faithfully and intentionally. This wasn’t to be a once-a-week occurrence either—
this was to be a daily habit of talking about the things of the Lord in the home, on the road, in the morning, and
in the evening.
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“If we want to impart a truly Christian worldview
to our children—one that starts with God’s Word
as the foundation for our thinking—we must teach
them to think biblically in every area.”
Were the Israelites faithful in this task? Well, surely some were for
a time, but after that generation who left Egypt and the generation
that followed Joshua passed away, we read one of the saddest verses
in all of Scripture:
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And all that generation also were gathered to their fathers. And
there arose another generation after them who did not know the
Lord or the work that he had done for Israel. And the people of
Israel did what was evil in the sight of the Lord and served the
Baals. (Judges 2:10–11 ESV)
The next generation hadn’t been told of the Lord and what he
had done! Parents had not taken their responsibility to faithfully
and intentionally transmit the knowledge of the Lord to the next
generation. And the result? A faithless people who served foreign
gods and incurred the judgment of the one true God. How tragic!
Now I have a sobering question for every parent: Are you a
Deuteronomy 6:6–7 parent or a Judges 2:10 parent? In other words,
are you faithfully and intentionally teaching your children about
the commands of the Lord and what he has done? Or has that
slipped in priority behind the myriad of other legitimate concerns,
activities, and responsibilities we each have? We don’t want to be
like the Israelites who got busy living in the promised land and
forgot to teach their children how God had saved them from Egypt
with a mighty hand and led them to that good land. Their neglect
had generational consequences!
Homeschooling is a wonderful opportunity to obey Deuteronomy
6:6–7, but it’s not a “failsafe.” I’m sure I don’t need to tell you this,
but homeschooling is hard work, and teaching “reading, writing,
and arithmetic” with excellence may take up most of your day!
So how can you use the season of homeschooling faithfully and

intentionally as a Deuteronomy 6:6–7 parent? Here’s a practical
consideration: choose your curricula wisely.
If you’ve ever attended a homeschooling conference, you’ve likely
stepped foot in the vendor hall and were instantly overwhelmed
(I’ve heard it said that every new homeschooling mom needs
chocolate and a paper bag to survive her first vendor hall!). There
are so many choices! But not all homeschooling curricula choices
are created equal (and I’m not talking about academics here).
Many Christian schools across the country use secular textbooks
and then just “sprinkle God on top” with a memory verse or a
separate Bible class. But this teaches children that God’s Word is
distinct from “real life.” We have science, history, math, English,
writing, and reading over here … and then we have God and the
Bible over there. This approach is also becoming increasingly
common within homeschooling resources. But that’s not how it
should be!
Christ is Lord of everything! He is the Creator and Sustainer of
all of life, and everything is under his dominion. He created math;
he gave us the ability to use language; he is the Sovereign of all
history; he set up the laws of logic and nature that allow us to do
observational science; and it’s the true history he has given us in his
Word (Genesis 1–11 in particular) that enables us to understand
and properly interpret what happened in the past (in other words,
the Bible gives us the anthropological, astronomical, cosmological,
geological, and paleontological history of the world!). God and
his Word are Truth (John 14:6) and the foundation for proper
understanding in every area.
If we want to impart a truly Christian worldview to our children—
one that starts with God’s Word as the foundation for our
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thinking—we must teach them to think biblically in every area.
Help them understand how God’s Word, biblical doctrine, and
gospel truth apply to every area of life.
Think of it this way: If you are going to build a house, you don’t
start with the walls, roof, and floor. You begin with a foundation.
When teaching our children, we can’t just teach them so-called
“secular” subjects (but nothing is truly secular or neutral!) with
some biblical morality and doctrine on the side. We must first lay
a solid foundation upon which they can build their thinking as we
disciple them in the Lord. And that foundation is the authority of
God’s Word from the very first verse.
This way of thinking is called our worldview, and children need
the right worldview (like a set of glasses) so they can understand
the world and issues around us from the right foundation. Sadly,
statistics show that most Christians don’t have a truly Bible-based
worldview but, rather, one heavily inf luenced by the culture
around us.
We need generations of Christians who do have a truly Christian
worldview! By using Christ-honoring resources that uphold the
authority of the Word of God, that answer skeptical questions so
children know why they believe what they believe, and that apply
the gospel, we can help give children a vital foundation, enabling
them to build a biblical worldview.

God’s Word on top, or add in ideas that flatly contradict the clear
teaching of Scripture, such as evolution or millions of years. Avoid
such resources! It takes work, but there are biblically faithful
resources out there designed to help your children develop a truly
biblical worldview.
(You can discover practical tools about incorporating biblical
worldview teaching into your homeschooling and shop a hall of
vendors that have been vetted for their stand on God’s Word at
the 2022 Answers in Genesis “Building Strong Foundations: A
Family Homeschool Experience,” May 12–14, 2022, at the Ark
Encounter in Williamstown, Kentucky, south of Cincinnati. Visit
AnswersHomeschool.com)
Judges 2 is a sobering reminder to parents about the importance
of prioritizing God’s command to teach our children God’s Word
and the gospel message. Take time this week to discuss with your
spouse how you can better commit yourself to being a faithful and
intentional Deuteronomy 6:6–7 parent—in your homeschooling
and beyond—that it might be said of your family,
One generation shall commend your works to another,
and shall declare your mighty acts…
They shall speak of the might of your awesome deeds,
and I will declare your greatness. (Psalm 145:4, 6 ESV)

As you shop for curricula, use wisdom and discernment. Look out
for resources that do not start with God’s Word, only “sprinkle”

Ken Ham is the CEO and founder of Answers in Genesis-US, the highly
acclaimed Creation Museum, and the world-renowned Ark Encounter, Ken
Ham is the author of more than 25 books and an in-demand Christian speaker.

An Answers Homeschool Conference

May 12–14, 2022
Answers Center, Ark Encounter

Williamstown, KY

AnswersHomeschool.com
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In partnership with Master Books

Let’s Hear from Our 2021 Interns!

IAHE’s inaugural class of interns hit the ground running this year. They have worked hard,
learned a lot, and earned high school credit for their transcript.
IAHE interns have:
studied their individual strengths / learned from speakers from all over the U.S.
seen the inner workings of a nonprofit / learned about homeschool research
tried their hand at writing blog posts and designing graphics
created their own epublication (coming out soon)
and lots more!
Applications for IAHE’s 2022/23 internship program will be opening in early spring. This is
a great opportunity for high school juniors and seniors to build valuable skills, learn about
their interests and gifts, explore the professional world, and earn high school credit.
For more information, visit iahe.net/iahe-internship/

I’ve really enjoyed my IAHE internship. It’s
been a great experience that taught me
about the behind-the-scenes workings of
a nonprofit. It’s been neat to cover topics
like graphic design, homeschool law, and
more. I especially appreciated learning how
to best utilize my natural skills in communicating with
others. Interning is a great way to both learn new skills
and support the IAHE.
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— Simone

Smith

My experience as an IAHE intern has
been incredible! I learned how the
homeschool laws in various states
differ, and how an organization like
IAHE protects homeschooling families.
It also showed me some of the back-end
things that need to be done in an organization.
I especially enjoyed the guest speakers that we
learned from.

— Uriah Bird

This internship has been a wonderful experience for me! I have learned how the IAHE runs
and taken part in furthering its mission of serving Indiana homeschoolers. I have explored
various kinds of work, ranging from writing blog post articles to graphic design. This variety
in activities has helped me discover new things that I like and will influence my future
pursuits. I have collaborated on projects with some amazing people. I have loved helping
fellow homeschoolers through this internship.

— Tiffany

I was very pleased to intern for the IAHE.
I learned a lot about the homeschool
community, the work to preserve our
rights as homeschoolers, and how
nonprofit organizations function. The
internship has given me the opportunity
to practice skills that will be useful to me in the future
such as reading and responding to emails, working
on projects with others, and even learning some
graphic design skills!

— Travis McCoy

Chou

The IAHE internship has given me the
opportunity to learn about the IAHE
and how a nonprofit organization
works. I have heard from incredible
speakers and learned about graphic
design, the power of storytelling, using
my strengths, stewardship, being a good leader, and
more. I learned about jobs and skills that I might
want to pursue in my own life.

— Emma Sage r
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DARK SIDE

Dealing with the

of Hi stor y
(and the Headlines!)
—Linda Lacour Hobar
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“How do we deal with the dark side of
‘everyday’ history or modern hardship
that is laced with doom and gloom? “
There is a problem for most
teaching parent s when

dealing with the dark side of history (and the
headlines.) Plain and simple, history is morbid,

depositphotos.com: #30961179,#13489623, & #28459049

as is the present day! Page af ter page, newscast af ter
newscast—histor y and modern times are loaded with
stories of death, destruction, and despair. (I don’t need to
tell you!)

Ironically, our younger students (Kindergarten to 2nd grade) aren’t
all that disturbed by this truth because they like blood, guts, and
the stench of death! At least they think they do—they’re children.
In their naivety, young children commonly glamorize war and
chivalry with the good guys fighting the bad guys. Now, the bad
guys might be aliens or robots, but to a child, the roles of heroes
and villains are clear cut. In fact, we call this behavior “child’s
play.” Unless a young child has suddenly suffered great personal
loss, which is another topic, then recognizing good and evil with
little ones is not our problem with history or current events.
Our problem as parents comes further down the road when our
kids are in 3rd, 4th, or 5th grade and past the stage of pretending.
You may have noticed this phenomenon: it seems that around age
11 students are suddenly too old to brush off evil and too young
to process it. (Personally, I love 11-year olds! They’re so raw.) The
reality they’re grappling with is the biblical truth that mankind
is corrupt, immoral, and subject to the fall. (Genesis 3:16-24;
Romans 3:10)

When Did You Learn About the Holocaust?
Consider your childhood for a minute. Do you remember how old
you were when you first learned about the Holocaust? I’m guessing
I was in about 5th grade when I first saw those horrible black and
white images of gaunt prisoners and emaciated corpses. I’m not sure
what terrified me more—the barely living or the piles of the dead!
Either way, those photographs were terrifying. I was too old to gloss
over them and too young to make sense of them. But I wondered as
a child (and sometimes still do) if I was ever going to face anything
that horrifying in my own life. It was a legitimate deep life question.

Deep Life Questions
For dealing with the dark side of history, past or present, that’s what
I want to direct you to—the deep life questions our students will
ask, or should ask, or that you can prompt them to ask about life,
death, and eternity. Some would call this the practice of catechism,
which is a series of questions and answers that teach the Christian
faith. To set the scene, let me offer a list of disturbing stories from
history. As you read these, imagine yourself with an 11-year old by
your side.
From ancient times, what do you say about the
Great Flood—and the mass destruction of mankind?
Or of Herod—and the massacre of the innocents?
From the first century and middle ages, what do
you say about Mt. Vesuvius—that buried the city of
Pompeii? Or of Joan of Arc—who was burned at the
stake for no “good reason?”
From the Renaissance and Reformation, what do
you say about the Scottish Covenanters—who were
persecuted for their Christian faith? Or of the Atlantic
slave trade—with deep ramifications to this day?
From modern history, what do you say about
the French Revolution—with mass death by the
guillotine? Or the Rape of Nanking—a vile incident in
Chinese history?
Let me insert one important thought here. Some history is so dark,
that you may choose to skip over it. Using the Rape of Nanking as
an example, I mentioned the event only by name in The Mystery
of History Volume IV to provide context for a war between China
and Japan. I did not describe the offensive details that contributed
to the naming of the event! So, yes, we will screen some parts of
history from our students using wisdom and discernment.
But what about the tough topics you can’t get around? How do we
deal with the dark side of “everyday” history or modern hardship
that is laced with doom and gloom? Our responses will vary,
because you know your children best, but I have a three-part
formula that might help.
iahe.net |
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Part Formula for Dealing
with the Dark Side of History
1) Ask a deep life question.
2) Listen to the student’s heart.
3) Offer biblical answers.
For application, think back on the list of disturbing stories I provided. Now, imagine
asking your student(s) any of the following life questions, listening to their response, and
giving them a biblical truth with scripture.

events in history?

Biblical truth: Yes, God is sovereign.
Scripture: “The Lord has made all for
Himself. Yes, even the wicked for the day of
doom.” Proverbs 16:4

Question: Why is there good and evil?
Biblical truth: God allowed humankind
to know good and evil as a result of the fall.
Scripture: “Then the Lord God said,

“Behold, the man has become like one of
Us, to know good and evil.” Genesis 3:22

Question: What are the plans of
the devil?

Biblical truth: The devil seeks to steal,
kill, and destroy.

Scripture: “The thief does not come
except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy.”
John 10:10

Question: What is God’s plan for
the devil?

Biblical truth: God will end the
deception of the devil.

Scripture: “The devil, who deceived
them, was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone where the beast and the
false prophet are. And they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever.”
Revelation 20:10

Question: What happens when we die?
Biblical truth: Believers experience
everlasting life; non-believers experience
God’s wrath.

Scripture: “He who believes in the Son

has everlasting life; and he who does not
believe the Son shall not see life, but the
wrath of God abides on him.” John 3:36
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Question: How are we saved?
Biblical truth: We are saved by belief
in the resurrection and our confession of
Jesus as Lord.

Scripture: “If you confess with your

mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your
heart that God has raised Him from the
dead, you will be saved.” Romans 10:9

The Pandemic
In regard to the pandemic that started in
2020, I certainly don’t have the answers—
nor do the experts who disagree on what we
should or shouldn’t be doing! But I thought of
two catechism-style life questions that might
apply to the situation or at least serve as
conversation starters as we navigate through
these un-chartered times.

To summarize, how do we deal
with the dark side of history and
the headlines? There’s no easy
way to handle death and despair,
but we ought not shy away from
the opportunity to ask deep life
questions, really listen to our
students, and offer biblical truths
with God’s Word to back them up.
History and hardships are thinly
veiled subjects! Use this “ low
hanging fruit” to step away from the
ordinary, reach the hearts of your
students, and ultimately lead them
to the Lord!
“God is our refuge and strength,
A very present help in trouble.
Therefore we will not fear, though
the ear th should change A nd
though the mountains slip into
the heart of the sea; Though its
waters roar and foam, Though the
mountains quake at its swelling
pride.” (Psalm 46:1-3)
Linda Lacour Hobar author of The
Mystery of History, is a follower of
Christ, a genuine people-person,
and a fan of comfortable high-heels.
Formerly a missionary, she graduated from
Baylor University, where she first fell in love with
world history.

Question: Are we ever guaranteed
another day of life?

Biblical truth: No, life comes to an end
at a time we cannot know.
Scripture: “Come now, you who say,

“Today or tomorrow, we will go to such
and such a city, spend a year there, buy
and sell, and make a profit”; whereas you
do not know what will happen tomorrow.
For what is your life? It’s even a vapor that
appears for a little time and then vanishes
away.” James 4:14

Question: Why does life have value?
Biblical truth: Life has value because
mankind is made in the image of God.

Scripture: “So God created man in His

own image; in the image of God He created
him; male and female He created them.”
Genesis 1:27
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Question: Is God in control of all
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You’ve Got Mail!
A Unit Study on Mail
— Joann Burnside Hoyt

Do you recognize that
phrase? Not only is it the title

of one of the most famous romance movies
ever, but it is a statement that used to make
my face light up with excitement. When I was

a kid and my mom told me I had mail, it almost always meant
it was a card from one of my grandmothers or a letter from
my best friend.

What does getting mail mean to you and your family? For the
most part sending and receiving mail seems very commonplace
anymore and is largely taken for granted—that is until something
doesn’t arrive on time—but there is so much more! This unit
will open many avenues of study from how a post office works to
correct letter form. Let’s get started!

A Little History

The Post Office seems an obvious place to start a study based on
mail, and one of my first suggestions is that you schedule a field trip
to your local post office as soon as possible. Current restrictions
may affect how much they will allow, but if larger post offices are
not willing, try some small town locations nearby. For younger
students there is a good book titled Working at the Post Office
by Katie Marsico, Cherry Lake Publishing, Ann Arbor MI. Mail
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delivery around the world looks fairly similar. Most countries utilize
an address system and postage stamp payment system, delivered
to individuals and businesses. Let’s start with a look at how postal
delivery started in the United states.
During the earliest times of the American colonies, few people
had reason to send letters to other colonies; most of their
correspondence was with Europe. Messages were sent on sailing
ships and could take months to be delivered. On this continent,
messages were often left at taverns or inns as someone passed
through that town, and the innkeeper would let the local family
know they had received a letter.
In 1737 Benjamin Franklin became the postmaster in Philadelphia
Pennsylvania. The post office was next door to his home, and his
wife actually did most of the work while Benjamin established
more efficient mail routes throughout the city and hired mail
carriers. He cut the delivery time between New York, Boston, and
Philadelphia in half simply by setting up a relay system for regular,
weekly mail wagon routes. This relay system allowed the mail to
travel day and night—in good weather of course. He also set up the
first standardized rate chart, unifying charges to ship letters and
packages based on weight and distance.
In 1774 Benjamin Franklin was fired by the British due to his
revolutionary activities. That was okay because he was appointed
the first Postmaster of the Colonies in 1775, and by the time he
resigned, he had organized mail delivery from Maine to Georgia.

Activities
Literature and History | Read a biography of Benjamin
Franklin aloud to your students.
Geography | Find an outline of the original 13 American
Colonies and have your students outline or color and
properly name each one.

History | Make a timeline of major events in the 1700s
in America.
Art | Using a 3x5 index card, have each student design
a stamp that would have been fitting for 1776 in the
United States/American Colonies.

Stamp Of Approval
Let’s take a look at stamps. A stamp is not something decorative
that you place on a package or letter; stamps are a representation
of a fee paid. There is always a cost to mail delivery, so a fee must
be charged.
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Actually postage stamps came into existence because the fee used
to be paid by the person who received the mail. Mailing letters
used to be so expensive that people would refuse to accept letters
instead of paying the fee. However, they still got their information.
How? Families would come up with systems of leaving codes on
the outside of the letter, and the person could quickly glance at
the code, know that Grandma was feeling better, and then refuse
to pay. Clearly, that had to change. Rather than having the mail
carrier handle money, people purchased a stamp—something
that can be adhered to the letter that shows the fee was paid at the
post office.

Activities
Language Arts | Devise a code that could be used in your
family to share news at a glance, like “Dinner is ready” or
“I love you” and practice using this.
Science | Research what kind of adhesives are used on
stamps. How did they come up with non toxic glue that
could be licked and not make people ill?
Social Studies | Find someone who collects stamps and ask
to see their collection.
Art | Using 3x5 index cards, design stamps that could
commemorate this past year for your family or a holiday
you celebrate.

The Pony Express
While Mr Franklin had things well organized on the east coast,
our nation still continued to expand west and delivery of personal
mail, business communications, and even news moved very slowly.
It would take weeks, sometimes months, for a letter to get to its
recipient. After the Gold Rush in 1849 and with the mounting
political strife that led to the Civil War, it became more and more
important to shorten the time it took to get mail out west. Three
men, William Russell, Alexander Majors, and William B. Waddell,
who were already involved in freight shipment, came up with an idea.
They believed that relying on single riders, rather than wagons and
stagecoaches, could greatly cut the time. So they started the Pony
Express. Though short lived, it had a huge impact on our country.

The first postage stamp was established in 1840 in England. It had
a black background and a drawing of Queen Victoria on it. Due to
the fact that it cost one cent to purchase, it was called the Penny
Black. In 1847 the United States sold their first stamps that you
would paste to the letter, one with a picture of Benjamin Franklin
for five cents and one with a drawing of George Washington that
cost ten cents.
Another form of showing postage was paid for was the “Postmark,”
an inked mark that was made with a rubber stamp and marked onto
the parcel of a letter. Postmarks were first used in 1661 in London.
Stamps have progressed from something you pasted on yourself,
to perforated pages with dried glue that you moistened and stuck
on, to peel and stick stamps you commonly see now, to stamps
you purchase online and print yourself. Interesting note—the first
man to invent an adhesive stamp was knighted for his invention!
With the advent of stamps came a new hobby called philately or
stamp collecting. There are entire museums dedicated to stamp
collections and businesses to supply the needs for this hobby.
People who collect stamps often find their collections to be worth
quite a bit of money as time goes by. Since stamp images often
ref lect what is going on in a country at any given time, they can
serve as a wonderful guide to the history of a nation and even
commemorate a country that no longer exists.
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The Pony Express operated from April 3, 1860-October 26,
1861 with routes between Missouri and California. In its short
existence, the Pony Express was able to cut delivery time of a letter
from east coast to west coast to a mere 10 days! Pony Express riders
were young men that rode horses at breakneck speeds, through
dangerous conditions, rarely resting as they traveled between way
stations, where they could change horses, and home stations where
they could pass off the mail pouch to a new rider.
The Pony Express came to an end when the telegraph was
established. Ponies were fast, but wire transmissions were so much
faster. The route followed by Pony Express riders is now a National
Historic Trail.

Activities
History | Purchase Riding with the Pony: The Story of the Pony
Express by William E. Hill and Jan C. Hill This is an activity
book for kids and very good factually.

History | Learn about William Cody, also known as Buffalo
Bill. He was a Pony Express rider.

Art | On a 3x5 index card design a postmark that could
have been stamped on a letter delivered by Pony Express.

Science | Research horses focusing on how far and fast they
can travel and how they would need to be cared for on
long rides.

Write it Right

Personal letters are more relaxed in style, but it is still important
that you follow certain rules. A personal letter is written to someone
you know or need to talk to that is not a business transaction. It
might be a letter to your grandma, your best friend, or a person in
your community that needs some cheering up. There are five main
components of a personal letter. First is the heading or date, which
is optional. Next is the salutation or greeting—usually starting
with “Dear.” The main part of the letter is called the body of the
letter, and it includes the information you want to send, like telling
about your summer vacation. After that is the closing—generally:
Sincerely, Your friend, Love, or Very truly yours. Finally, you have
the signature, which is usually first name only but using your
whole name is fine.
Thank you notes are very important and so very often forgotten.
Whenever you are given something, such as a birthday gift or
trophy, or if you are treated well by someone, you should always
send a note of thanks to the person that paid for it or gave it to you.
Thank you notes are usually casual and more like a personal letter.
You should start by addressing the person properly. Good opening
lines for a thank you note include “I am grateful for…” or “How
kind of you….” Try not to start your note by saying “Thank you
for….” Next you should state what it is you are thanking them for
such as the new shirt, the day at the beach, or the baseball plaque.
And if possible, add something that connects you to the gift.
“This sweater will be perfect for my ski trip” or “That was the best
chocolate cake I have ever eaten.”

Activities

Letter writing is not only an artform, there is definitely a right and
wrong way to compose a letter. Let’s take a look at the correct way
to write a business letter, a personal letter, and a thank you note.

Language Arts | Use the samples on the next page to write
letters: one business letter, one personal letter and one
thank you note per child.

A business letter is a communication between yourself and a
business or company that is not personal in nature such as sending
a complaint about a product to a company, proposing an idea to
someone in an organization, or speaking to your attorney about a
legal matter. Most business letters use what is called block form.
Placement of information, proper terms and titles, punctuation,
and font are all very important. Address people by their proper
position. Instead of saying “Dear Fred” if you were writing to your
doctor; you would address him as Dr. Miller. Choose a font that is
simple and easy to read. If you write it by hand, your handwriting
should be neat and easy to read. A business letter should be
informative and well organized. This is not a time to share how
much you like chocolate cake.

Language Arts | Start a card ministry. Choose 1-2 people
whom you commit to sending cards of encouragement
every month for a year...or commit to mailing one card or
note per week to people in your church or community.

Civics | Find a person in the military, learn about what they
do, and send them a thank you note for their service to
our country.

Technology Steps In
Of course we can’t do a study of mail without talking about email.
Most communication now, whether business or personal, is done
electronically. Email communication has gone through its own
transitions. Believe it or not, the very first email system was
founded at Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) in 1965.
It was called MAILBOX and was used to send messages between
MIT users. They would leave a message on a computer with this
program, and it could be seen by other computers with the same
program. The message could actually be seen by anyone on any
computer at MIT that had this program; there was no privacy
at all.
Email became more popular in the 1970s when communication
between computers became more understood and better
developed. As the concept grew so did the benefits and the
problems. The biggest issue was finding a way to get a message to
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one particular person instead of it being widely read by everyone
or everyone having to search through hundreds of files to find
your message. A man named Ray Tomlinson solved the whole
problem by inventing the @ symbol. By adding that one symbol to
an address he could then direct the message to a specific computer.
Email addresses have included @ ever since. The term email was
not used until 1993, and soon after, internet portals like Yahoo
and Hotmail expanded the use and popularity.

Activities

Business Letter
ddress
Return a

e
Miss Susy Qu
.
123 Home St
444
Business
Brilliant, IN 44
21
Oc tober 1, 20
Company
School Book
Super Home
Rd
987 Hardwork
21212
Goodnews, OK

Date

History & Science | Learn what computers looked like in
the 1960s.

Science | Research and discuss what a mainframe computer

n
Salutatio

g Agent,
Dear Publishin
ess letter.
a proper busin
cult to write
su gg es t
to
y
da
to
It is very diffi
rit in g to yo u
w
am
w rit te n
I
l
e
el
or
w
Th er ef
ampl es of
ud e many ex
needed
is
at
wh
de
that yo u in cl
inclu
study. Please
as the
ur
ll
yo
we
in
rs
lette
er font as
letter like prop
s, da te ,
es
dr
ad
in a business
rn
re tu
,
te go rie s ie .
of th e le tt er
im po rt an t ca
lu tatio n, bo dy
sa
s,
so
es
Al
dr
e.
ad
m
bu sin es s
an d ty pe d na
are
at ur e sp ac e
end if there
e
cl os in g, si gn
th
at
te
ca
di
in
to
ts
en
ud
remind st
ts.
s or at tachmen
any enclosure

is versus a personal computer.

Geography | Learn where MIT is located and map out a
road trip to visit this prestigious university.

Body

Art | On a 3x5 index card design a stamp with a
computer focus.
There are so many more things to explore that are connected to
mail. This is just the tip of the iceberg. Don’t feel that you have to
stop at my suggestions or that you have to do all of the suggested
activities. The beauty of unit studies is the ability to finetune them
to fit your students and your schedule. But please mail at least one
letter or card to someone that could use some cheering up.
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Joann Burnside Hoyt lives in NW Indiana. Her real-world experiences as a
Christian wife, mother, widow, 27-year home educator, grandmother, small
business owner, and now wife once more, all combine to “work together for
good” as she draws from her life to bring humor and hope to her audience.
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A fun and memorable way to wrap up this study would be to gather
all the stamps and postmarks designed by each child and format
their very own, personal stamp collection by organizing and
displaying them in a folder or home made cover.
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Major Taylor,
World Champion Cyclist

M ar s hal Wal ter Tay l or
gained the nickname
“Major” when he was very young because of
the military uniform he wore while performing
bike tricks outside of a local bike shop. The

owner discovered his strong biking abilities when he
witnessed Taylor showcasing them to his friends around
town. This nickname stuck with Taylor throughout his life,
even while becoming a world champion cyclist.

Taylor was born in Indianapolis, Indiana on November 26, 1878
to a family of little wealth. His father was a Civil War veteran and
a farmer. He also worked as a carriage driver for a wealthy white
family. Taylor would frequently go to work with his father, and he
became close to the family his father worked for, especially their
son who happened to be close to Taylor’s age.
Due to the bond he had with his father’s employers, Taylor
eventually went to live with them. This allowed him to have a
better education, more opportunities outside of the home, and a
more stable home life. While living in this new environment, he
was treated like part of the family. He was given gifts—one of the
first being a new bike.

Gallica Digital Library: btv1b8433366m & btv1b6916171d

He was a natural on his new bike and took to riding it quickly. He
taught himself tricks and could then show them to his friends and
family. While doing this, he was hired by the local bike shop owner
to do these tricks outside the shop in hopes that it would bring in
more customers.
After showing what he could do on a bike, he was encouraged
by others to enter a race. He entered his first race, a 10-mile bike
race, in his early teens. He easily won this race. By the time he was
18, Taylor had moved to Worcester, Massachusetts to begin his
professional racing career.
His first competition was an exhausting six-day ride at Madison
Square Garden in New York City. Taylor finished in eighth place.
From there, he continued to improve. At this time, cycling was
one of the most popular sports around—bigger than football
or basketball—and Taylor immediately began working his way to
the top.
Taylor went on to earn medals and prize money from races all over
North America, Australia, and Europe. Due to the color of his skin,
he was banned from competing in the American South, even with
the crowd sizes he would bring to the races. Many people wanted to
see his talent on the track.
By 1898, he had earned seven world records, and in 1899, he was
crowned the national and international champion, which made
him the second Black world champion athlete, the first being boxer
George Dixon. Taylor had become one of the wealthiest athletes
of all time.
Even with so many successes and so many fans, it is unfortunate
that Taylor had to deal with racial insults and even attacks from

not only cycling fans but also from fellow cyclists while competing.
Many people would come to watch Taylor compete; however, he
would still get things thrown at him while he was riding. On the
track, he was tormented and bumped into. During an event in
Boston, W.E. Becker, another cyclist, actually pushed Taylor off
his bike and began choking him. The police intervened, but the
incident left Taylor unconscious.
As a result of the very hectic race schedule coupled with the terrible
racism that Taylor dealt with on a regular basis, he retired from
cycling at the young age of 32.
Sadly, post-racing life was not as successful as his racing career had
been for him. He attempted different business ventures, but he,
unfortunately, lost most of his earnings. He also would become
estranged from his wife and daughter.
In 1930, Taylor moved to Chicago. It was there that he attempted
to sell copies of his autobiography, The Fastest Bicycle Rider in the
World: Taylor, Marshall W. “Major” . After this attempt, he died in
Chicago with very little to his name on June 21, 1932.
Major Taylor was buried in the welfare section of Mount Glenwood
Cemetery in Cook County, Illinois. Though, due to the efforts of
a group of former racers and Frank Schwinn, the wonder of the
Schwinn Bicycle Company, he was moved to a more pronounced
location.
Due to Taylor’s incredible speed and positive attitude, a club was
organized in Chicago in his name— Major Taylor Cycling Club.
This club hopes to continue his legacy by promoting acceptance
and a safe and enjoyable environment for cycling.

Challenge
Read Major Taylor’s book. What do you find inspiring
about his life? rileymuseumhome.org/
If you were to start a club, what would it be for? Who inspires
you? Who do you want to model your club after?

Lacey Hooie, an Indiana native, is a wife, mother, and home educator. After
attending Indiana University, she and her husband decided to stay and build
their family. On any given day, you can find her soaking up time with her
family and pets, and exploring their interests through activities and books.
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The Power of a Praying Mom
—Heidi St. John

Every season of motherhood
offers new challenges and

new chances for us to grow in our trust in God.
When our children first come to us, our prayers
are often for strength—strength to stay up one.
more. night. with a sick child. Strength for the
toddler-taming years. Strength to meet the physical demands
of having little ones at your feet while juggling a home and a
marriage and your responsibilities.

It’s tempting to feel like we’re in control when our kids are little.
After all, we set the schedule, right? As our children grow, we still
need to trust God, but the tone of our prayers changes. Things feel
a little less in our control (because they are!), and we need wisdom.
We need to trust that God will give us the right combination of
grace and discipline to get to the root of heart issues rather than
just concentrating on external behavior.
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In the teen years and beyond, the season changes yet again. There are new
challenges, new fears, and new opportunities to release our children so they
can pursue God’s amazing plans for them. And we have even less control.
I’ve poured out my heart to God many times as my children have stood
at the precipice of adulthood because I realize even more acutely that the
trajectory-setting decisions they’re making now are theirs alone.

In many ways, the teen years are the final stage of the parenting process. You
go from clay (so to speak) to kiln, where the clay is set and ready to be baked
and glazed. No wonder so many mothers of teens have that “glazed” look in
their eyes!

It’s humbling to realize that your years of greatest inf luence and physical
presence are coming to an end. But exciting years lie ahead, because the power
of your prayers is just beginning to be realized! When mothers begin the
season of launching their arrows into the world, an entire new kind of trust is
required: trust that God hears and answers our prayers.

During this season, there are a few areas that are totally in your control. You
get to choose to be surrendered to God. You get to choose to spend time in His
Word. You get to choose to pray for your children. God’s love for His children

is fierce. It’s tenacious. It’s powerful. It’s real. And when you pray
for your children, heaven is moved into action.
Precious mom, did you know that there’s power in your prayers?
There is! God says that when we bring our problems, sorrows,
fears, and burdens to Him, He promises to help us pray with
power: “The Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example,
we don’t know what God wants us to pray for. But the Holy Spirit
prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words”
(Romans 8:26).
Did you catch that? The Holy Spirit prays for us. Now there’s
something every mom needs—the Holy Spirit Himself going
to God on our behalf. God is literally saying that the Holy Spirit
will pray for us when we are weak. Whether you’re struggling
with unbelief, doubt, fear, or sickness, His promise is the same.
God wants to meet you right where you are. The key is to spend
time with Him and learn to live in His presence. That’s when we
experience His peace.
When it’s all said and done, a MomStrong mom doesn’t trust in her
own abilities; she trusts in a strong, sovereign God.

depositphotos.com: #220916344 & #159688786

Precious mom, I know how hard it is to trust the Lord’s plan when
it unfolds so differently from the agenda we’ve so carefully mapped
out. But in God’s hands, the trials that threaten to bring us down
are the very things that can build our trust in Him.
You don’t have to be perfect in this journey of faith; you just have
to be honest. So join me in crying out to the Lord, “I do believe, but
help me overcome my unbelief!” The stakes are high—for yourself
and for your children. When was the last time your children saw
you on your knees before the Lord? Do they know from the way
you live your life that God is trustworthy? Do they see you trusting
God? Becoming MomStrong means that we learn to let go of the
wheel because we would rather have God be in control than our
own flesh. If you struggle with unbelief, if you wonder if it’s safe to
leave your children’s struggles (and your own) in His hands, it’s all
right. God understands. It’s in His heart to:
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Heidi St. John has been married to her husband Jay since 1989. Together
they have seven children and three grandchildren! The St. Johns homeschooled
their kids all the way through high school. Heidi is the the author of seven
books, host of the popular podcast “Off the Bench,” and the founder of
MomStrong International, an online community of women learning God’s Word and how
to apply it to every day life. She and her husband Jay are also the founders of Firmly Planted
Family and the Firmly Planted Homeschool Resource Center, located in Vancouver,
Washington.
Adapted from Becoming MomStrong: How to Fight with All That’s in You for Your
Family and Your Faith by Heidi St. John.
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Indiana Association of Home Educators
P.O. Box 217
Stilesville, IN 46180

Serving Indiana homeschool families since 1983.

You Are the Difference!
Your IAHE membership, IAHE event attendance, and donations
support the work of a non-profit organization run by a volunteer
board of directors and team. Since 1983, the IAHE has worked to
Encourage, Protect, and Serve Indiana homeschool families.
When you join the IAHE, you are working alongside our team
to keep homeschooling strong in our state.
You make a difference!

Premium Membership – only $40 a year!
2019 Convention Workshop Bundle!
Print & Digital issues of Homeschool Indiana
Support Group and Co-op Directory
High-quality laminated Family Membership Card
Discounts in IAHE Shop and from select curriculum & service providers

Your Support Matters

The IAHE stands in the gap and helps safeguard your legal right to
homeschool by keeping its finger on the pulse of
what’s happening in Indianapolis.

iahe.net/join
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