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Listening to a recent sermon, these words from the preacher rang over
and over in my mind. I frantically searched for a pen so I could scribble
them down. Such a simple, yet powerful thought.
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Your life will either be defined by your convictions or your
compromises.
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Convictions are often BIG ideas. We act out of personal conviction in many
ways during our lifetime. Our convictions lead us to make relationship
decisions, parenting decisions, and lifestyle choices. While some families
simply wander into homeschooling, most continue out of a conviction
that it is what is best for their family.

ST. JOSEPH

LAPORTE
PORTER

It’s easy to think that compromises are just the small things. Grabbing a
candy bar before a healthy meal. Video games for the kids. Spending too
much time on social media.
But, what if our convictions and our compromises carry the same weight
and influence in our lives? In truth, our compromises often have more
influence on those around us than anything else. They impact our ability
to make wise decisions. They impact our ability to lead our homes and
educate our children each and every day.
How are your compromises affecting your parenting? Are they casting a
shadow over your convictions?

Executive Director
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YOU miss The Informer?

“I am interested in homeschooling my daughter.
Please help me understand how I can be her
teacher?”

parents. Information may be easier to find in today’s world, but it can
also be vastly overwhelming.

“How do I teach her middle school and high school
subjects? How does she get a diploma? How will she
get into a good college?”

Across the country, homeschool organizations are facing challenging
times. A recent news article shared how a strong, 20+-year-old
homeschool organization was forced to shut its doors due to a lack
of financial support and convention attendance. The IAHE faces these
same issues.

“Are there homeschoolers near us for her socializing
(and my sanity)?”
“Does the change in state graduation requirements
affect us homeschoolers?”
The IAHE team receives messages like these every week, all year
long. Families are fed up with the public school system and they are
desperate for a better option. In our world today, homeschooling is a
more popular than ever before. But, with increased acceptance and so
much available information, parents are still lost about where to begin.
Without the IAHE and our supporters, families would be struggling for
accurate information and assistance. Without friends like you, there
would be no IAHE.
SINCE 1983, IAHE has been here serving families - all made possible by
you and others who share our vision for home education.
While many things have changed over the years in the homeschool
community, those initial questions and fears are still the same for new

6 the informer | iahe.net		

What if IAHE wasn’t here tomorrow?

Convention attendance was down this year and individual donations
have fallen off. Activity is up as homeschooling continues to grow, and
yet there are never enough volunteers. As we continue to meet these
growing demands of our community, we’re also taking the time to
assess how we can best meet the needs of Indiana homeschool families.
This year we made the difficult decision to cut the number of issues
of The Informer to three times a year. There will be NO Summer
issue of the magazine in 2018. We’ve cut the mailing list by 20%
in an effort to save money. We’ve also been forced to make other cuts
along the way.
Without partners like you we’ll be faced with more difficult decisions in
2018.
Will you help keep homeschooling strong in Indiana? Your one time
gift of $500, $250, $100, $50, or $25 can make a difference. Do you have
a small budget? Recurring, monthly donations are the perfect way to
make a lasting impact.

iahe.net/support-iahe
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Find Box Tops on hundreds of products

3 Ways to Submit
Your Box Tops

1) Drop them off at the IAHE Showcase booth at the
IAHE Educators’ Convention.
2) Give them to your IAHE Regional Rep.
3) Mail them to IAHE, P.O. Box 217, Stilesville, IN 46180.
Be sure to have your envelope weighed by the post
office to ensure the proper postage.

CLIP

Clip Box Tops from each package

SEND

Send the Box Tops to the IAHE
by one of the three methods to the left.

EARN

Box Tops are each worth 10¢ for the IAHE

What easier way
to support the IAHE!

ONLINE COLLEGE COURSES
FOR HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

50+ courses
Self-paced
Start any time
4 months to complete a course
$200 / credit hour
Enroll online

online.taylor.edu

Questions?
Chat with our HS advisor:
Noelle Brennan
260-399-1672
nlbrennan@taylor.edu
Free TU t-shirt: INSP2018 code
iahe.net |
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Thomas Clark

2018 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

Middle School Math:
The Critical Transition from
Arithmetic to Algebra

come to be? What does the term really mean?
Over the last 50 years, there have been dozens
of research projects, articles and editorials on

the subject. In 2005, one such study, Mayhem in the Middle,
concluded that middle schools have become the places “where
academic achievement goes to die.” Former Louisiana School
Superintendent Cecil Picard once termed Middle Schools, “The
Bermuda Triangle of education”, “Hormones are flying all over the
place”. Diane Ross, a middle-school teacher for 17 years and, for 13
more, a teacher of education courses for licensure in Ohio, said, “If
you are the warm, nurturing, motherly, grandmotherly type, you
are made for early childhood education. If you love math or science
or English, then you are the high school type. If you love bungee
jumping, then you are the middle school type.”

You see, it used to be called junior high school. It generally started
in seventh grade, and was a 2-year bridge, on the way to the high
school. The term ref lected the notion that the students were
“getting ready” for high school, a significant departure from their
experience in a self-contained, elementary classroom, with the

8 the informer | iahe.net		

same teacher all day long. Now they were going to be exposed to a
different teacher for each subject, and have to “travel” to different
classrooms during the school day. And often, they were in a
building which housed the high school students as well.
The perceived problem with this scenario is that these students are
still seventh or eighth graders, 12 or 13 years of age. Everything
about them, physically, intellectually, and emotionally, is changing.
What an adjustment it is, to add to that, having to change schools,
trying to make new friends, and being the youngest students in the
building.
As a result, in the mid-sixties, we educators decided that these
students were not really “high-schoolers” yet. They were not even
“junior” high-schoolers. But, neither were they still elementary
students. They were lost in the middle, and more attention
needed to be given to actually preparing them for the high school
environment. Yes, they would still be changing classes, taught by
different teachers, but now, by separating them, we could be more
sensitive to their psychological needs as well as their educational
needs. We knew a big change was coming, so we supposed that,
maybe these students needed more “exploratory experiences”,
rather than so much emphasis on the “academic subjects”. And
thus, the stage was set for creating the Middle School, potentially a
psychosocial-enrichment, holding pen for preadolescent children.
And the focus on academic achievement became secondary.

depositphotos.com: #27845857 & #77148961

So, to begin with, how did
this “Middle School” thing

Well, parents and educators have begun abandoning the middle
school configuration, generally opting for a K–8 format, and new
research suggests that the way we organize grades, does matter.
When this age group is gathered by the hundreds and educated
separately, both behavior and learning suffer. Of course, the
controversy continues. I’ll let you decide.
But what does all of this have to do with teaching Mathematics?
It has everything to do with teaching Mathematics. Changing
arithmetic thinking to algebraic thinking is a critical dynamic
in the study of Mathematics. And, once we are comfortable that
students are competent in Arithmetic (generally around the
6th grade), we should immediately begin revisiting arithmetic
procedures, with the understanding that many of those
algorithms will change in Algebra. Let me explain.
The word “arithmetic” comes from the Greek “arithmos”,
meaning “numbers”. That’s primarily what arithmetic is all about,
isn’t it? Elementary students concentrate on discovering the
concept of “how many”, and learning to count, to quantify a group
of objects. They develop a “number sense”, growing to the point
where they can just look at a small group of objects, and know,
without counting, how many there are, in the group. They learn
how to “operate” on these numbers, discovering what it means to
add, subtract, multiply, and divide. As a result, they realize that
that the counting numbers aren’t enough. To be able to perform
various operations consistently, and with confidence, they need
to expand their group of numbers, to include the number zero,
the negative numbers, fractions, and decimals. Further, they
explore the relationships between the numbers, coming to an
understanding that, for example, .75 and 3/4 actually represent
the same amount.
Underlying all of this, however, is a strong inclination to begin
making everything mechanical. It’s all so concrete, that all you
really have to do, is memorize a procedure. A classic example is
learning how to divide fractions. I’m sure you remember that,
right? Just turn the second fraction upside down, and change
division to multiplication. But why? Oh, don’t worry about that.
“Ours is not to reason why. Just invert and multiply”.
Is it any wonder that students become less interested in math,
even to the point of beginning to distrust it, in the upper
elementary grades? If I may wax philosophical for a moment,
what are we really trying to teach our students, regardless of the
subject? What is our goal in education? We are striving to prepare
our students to educate themselves, throughout their lives. We
want them to become analytical and critical thinkers, so they can
be life-long learners. And how do we accomplish that? We can’t
just teach them to do something, without understanding “why”.
We must teach them to think about what they’re doing. That is
why these middle school years are so critical, educationally. This
is a time for reflection and change in the way students think.

find that number, “bring it back, and reunite it” with the equation,
to make a true statement. That is a very different way of thinking,
compared to the ordinary activities of Arithmetic.
You know, I think I can actually fix this country, mathematically,
if I can just convince all middle school math teachers that their
job is not to “review” step-by-step arithmetic algorithms. Their
job is to “re-teach” Arithmetic, making sure students understand
“why” those arithmetic procedures work, and how they are going
to be applied in an Algebra setting. The fact is, there are things
you learn in Arithmetic that simply won’t work in Algebra. For
instance, in Arithmetic, what are we supposed to remember when
we see parentheses in a problem? We know we are supposed to “do
what is in the parentheses first”. Well, guess what. That doesn’t
always work in an Algebra problem. When you have an “x” inside
the parentheses, you can’t do anything. Then what do we do?! The
middle school teacher should have revisited that guideline, and
explored alternatives, such as using the Distributive Property, to
expand the expression, getting rid of the parentheses in the process.
The student will then be able to handle this situation when it comes
up in an algebraic setting.
As your students approach their middle school years, however
you define that, and you begin to think about your goals in
their education, please give considerable attention to materials,
resources, and teaching strategies which encourage your students
to really think about what they are doing. Encourage them to ask
“why”. Encourage them to dig deep, to truly understand. Encourage
them to use those middle school years to change from arithmetic
thinking, to algebraic thinking. After all, even if the specific
content of the course seems irrelevant to our lives at the moment,
the learning of that content should focus on developing and honing
the analytical and critical thinking skills necessary to continue to
educate ourselves, throughout our lives. Those are life skills which
are much more to be valued than memorizing rules, tricks, and
shortcuts.
For Thomas Clark’s bio, please see page 18.
Some of the opening remarks in this article were taken from a 2011 “Education Next”
article, entitled, “The Middle School Mess”, written by Peter Meyer, a former news editor
at Life magazine, and Senior Visiting Fellow at the Thomas B. Fordham Institute.

You see, the word “algebra” comes from the Arabic “al-jabr”, which
means, to “bring back, and reunite” (originally having to do with
bone-setting). And how does that relate to the subject of Algebra?
Well, just think of the biggest equation you can. There is an “x”
in it. Something is missing. Your job is to search the universe,
iahe.net |
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3 Keys

Frederic Gray

2018 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

to Creating a

PARENTING LEGACY

was getting more intense. I had no idea what to
say, so I said nothing.
I just watched, and listened.
My wife, Heather, was arguing with her mom. It had nothing to do
with me. They were arguing about whether or not they did family
devotions in their house when Heather was growing up.

Heather exclaimed, “Mom, I don’t know what you are talking
about. I’m not saying you guys are bad parents, we never did family
devotions when I was growing up.”
Heather’s mom replied, “I don’t care what you say. I know we
studied the bible with you kids. I remember. I can’t believe you’re
saying this.”
Before I knew it, they started crying, the argument was over, and
we all felt horrible.
But nothing was settled. They still disagreed. Heather said they
didn’t. Her mom said they did. I was confused. It wasn’t until later
that they figured out the irony of all ironies.
They were both right.
Evidently, they did have regular Bible-oriented family time—but
only when Heather was young. When she and her brother started
school, and they started getting involved with other activities, they
stopped.
Case closed. They were both right. But there was something
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nagging at me…something that grabbed hold of me and wouldn’t
let me go. That night, as I walked my six month old daughter,
Noelani, to sleep, I was haunted by one solitary question.
What if my children forget me?
They had family devotion time. It was real. It happened. But
Heather forgot about it. What if that happened to me, as a dad?
I knew it could happen. What if I am a great dad on half the days
of my children’s lives, and a deadbeat dad on the other half? And
what if they forget the days that I was a great dad? Then, I thought,
it would be as if I was only ever a deadbeat dead.
I couldn’t accept that. That would be the worst thing in the world
for me. I thought about how I can only control what I can control—
myself. So I started thinking about all the things that I could do to
ensure that my parenting legacy would be a God-glorifying one.
But first, I had to know…what makes things memorable, and what
makes things forgettable?
Why do we remember birthdays, weddings, funerals, childbirth,
moving, and any kind of emotional devastation or exhilaration?
Intensity.
It appears to me that the single greatest description of what gets
remembered, or not, is the level of intensity associated with it.
Think about it. We all probably know a couple who has said, “I love
you” countless times, yet the one time someone hears, “I don’t love
you anymore” overshadows everything.
Am I the only one among us who has gotten caught in the rut of
turning, “Alright, I love you, bye,” into a single word expelled

depositphotos.com: #59028881

It was the second year of our
marriage, and the arguing in our house

If you want something to be remembered,

increase the intensity.

with a solitary breath? Ugh. My wife deserves better. Our children
deserve better.
From that fateful moment walking Noelani to sleep, to this very day
and beyond, that principle of intensity has governed everything I do
as a parent that I want remembered. In living my life this way, I have
discovered three simple, yet powerful, keys to leaving a parenting
legacy; to being remembered. I hope and pray they will bless your
parenting.

Go Big.
If you want something to be remembered, increase the intensity. Level
up. Go big.
Are you saying, “I love you?” Then don’t just say it. Engage as many
senses as you can. Cradle your children’s face, while you look into
their eyes. Pause before you speak to command their rapt attention.
Then say it with as much expressiveness as you can muster. Jam as
much love as you can into every single word.
“I LOVE you!”
Or, you could say it, “I. love. YOU!”
Play with it. Have fun with it. But go big. Engage all five senses.
Enhance it with a tighter-than-average hug, or a kiss. Engage all five
love languages if possible. (A reference to The Five Love Languages,
by Gary Chapman, a must read!) You never know which love
language will become your children’s most dominant. Engage them
all.

Thus, we can sometimes overthink things so much that we
discourage ourselves before we even try. That’s why the third and
maybe most important key to creating a parenting legacy, is to
simply go. Just do something. And pray about it.
One of my mentors once told me, “God answers prayers, but
sometimes you have to give him something to work with.” Give God
something to work with regarding your parenting efforts.
If you are going to memorize scripture, go to another room. Go
to your bed. Make your children go to a certain spot where each
child has to stand and recite it. I don’t care what you do, just go. Do
anything with intention.
These three keys have governed my parenting. If I ever get
discouraged, and feel unable to go big, and have nothing deliberate
left in my tank, I at least want to go and do something.
And then I give it to God. I pray about it. God promises those who
love him, and stay true to his calling, that he can make good come
from anything (Romans 8:28). That means, even if I think my effort
is abysmal, God can do wonders with it.
And ultimately, isn’t it God who we want to raise our children
anyway? We are simply stewards of our children’s souls until they
return to him.

Go Deliberate.

These three keys not only govern my day to day parenting, they also
triggered some big things as well. In 2008, I started a father-daughter
retreat, largely born out of these three principles, and the idea of
creating an intense expression of God’s love working through me
that my daughters could never forget.

Are you on vacation? Then don’t just do life as usual, watching TV,
playing video games, or whatever that may be. Go somewhere you’ve
never been. Do something you’ve never done. Eat something you’ve
never eaten. Play a game you’ve never played. If you never go for a
walk, do that. Just do something that you have thought about. Don’t
simply let life happen. Think about something, and go do it.

We engage all five senses. We utilize all five love languages. We
make God the center of it all. There is both formality and casual
playfulness. There is a banquet, as well as outdoor games. And there
are photographers capturing magical, once-in-a-lifetime moments
between dads and their daughters.

I am so convinced of the power of this principle, being deliberate,
that I think it’s worth your time to spend five minutes the night
before you go to bed to think about one deliberate thing you can do
each day. If you wait until the morning to do it, it’s probably too late.
Your children may wake up before you and you’re behind the eight
ball all day.
Be intentional. Whether it’s in your day to day living, or in special
occasions, go deliberate.

Go.
Yes, the third key is to simply “go.” You see, in my opinion, we as
homeschooling parents care very much about everything involved
with our children. That’s why we engage in what I call “Extra-Mile
Parenting,” by home-educating our children.

I intentionally thought this retreat was just going to be local guys,
here in Tampa. But every year, even the first year in 2008, people
have attended it from across the country. I tried to go big, and God
made it even bigger.
A nd you can do the same. W hether or not you attend our
father-daughter retreat, go big with your children. Do something
deliberate. And if you don’t know what to do, by all means, just go.
To the glory of God, go.
Your children will never forget.
For Frederic Gray’s bio, please see page 17.
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Luke Gilkerson

2018 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

You Don’t Always

Have to Be the

BAD GUY
The Discipline Tools Parents Are Missing

with basketball games and practices. I reminded
him at the beginning of the week: he needed

to be sure to stay on top of his schoolwork and other responsibilities
around the house early in the week so he didn’t get behind and
overwhelmed later in the week. Tuesday hit, and it all started to
unravel.

One bad day was all it took. One day where he was distracted. One
day where he got behind on his work set him up for failure the rest
of the week.

Natural Consequences:
What They Are And What They Are Not
Natural consequences aren’t the only tool in a parent’s discipline
toolbox—I can think of at least 6 tools (see below)—but
consequences are an important and often neglected tool.
A natural consequence is simply the result or outcome of
something a child does.
A natural consequence is not a parent-imposed punishment. A
natural consequence is not requiring a child to make amends.
These are just other types of discipline.
It’s a type of discipline where you don’t have to be the bad guy!
How cool is that?

When he got a call Friday afternoon from a friend, asking if he
could spend the night after his basketball game, he had to decline.
Unfortunately, he had to spend Saturday catching up on his
schoolwork he got behind on throughout the week.

A natural consequence is built into the natural world by God. It is a
“reap what you sow” principle—a simple cause-effect relationship
we see in both the Bible and everyday life.God often uses natural
consequences in the Bible.

I wanted to bail him out. I knew he’d had a busy week. I wanted
him to enjoy a weekend with friends.

Abraham had to face consequences of having a child with his
servant Hagar. Samson had to deal with the natural consequences
of foolishly entrusting himself with Delilah. God didn’t rescue
these leaders from the consequences just because they were part of
his special people.

But I’m glad I resisted the urge. He learned a valuable lesson.
Actions have consequences. The consequence of not being diligent
with his work meant he wasn’t able to enjoy his weekend.
One, all too common, discipline mistake we as parents make
is neglecting the tool of natural consequences. We’re often too
quick to rescue our kids from the natural implications of their bad
decisions or foolishness.
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If you choose to keep company with bad people, their morals will
inevitably rub off on you. “Bad company corrupts good morals” (1
Corinthians 15:33).
Getting caught in a lie means people will think you are not
trustworthy. “Truthful lips endure forever, but a lying tongue is but

depositphotos.com: #144779001

My oldest son had a
particularly busy end week

for a moment” (Proverbs 12:19).
If you’re lazy and fail to make money, you don’t get to buy the
things you want. “The soul of the sluggard craves and gets nothing,
while the soul of the diligent is richly supplied” (Proverbs 13:4).
There are many examples of natural consequences in our kids
lives…
Your toddler throws their food on the f loor and refuses to pick it
up, so they don’t eat it and feel hungry before the next meal.

When we contest our child’s grade, second-guess coaches and refs,
and constantly rush to our child’s defense, it make us feel like a
good parent. When our kid gets an A because we basically did the
project for them, we have done our them a great disservice—but at
least you’re the parent of a child who got an A. It’s a parenting ego
trip.

When NOT to Use Natural Consequences
When a child is in danger – Don’t allow a child to experience the

Your child leaves their coat at school, so the next time they wants
to go outside, he is cold.

natural consequences of playing in a busy street. If a teenager’s car
runs out of gas, it’s probably not best to allow them to experience
the natural consequences of walking to a gas station in the seedy
end of town.

Your child doesn’t study for a test, so they gets a poor grade.

When natural consequences interfere with the rights of others

Your son fails to wash his basketball uniform, so he has to wear a
smelly uniform to the game.
Your daughter wakes up late and doesn’t have time to eat breakfast,
so she is hungry until lunch time.

Why We Come to the Rescue
This is a tool every parent uses because it involves literally no extra
actions on our part—right? It’s just automatic. We just “let the chips
fall” and allow the pain or pressure of the situation to reinforce a
needed lesson.
Wrong. Many parents often either don’t use natural consequences
as part of the discipline toolbox, or neglect to use them effectively.

– Parents should not allow the natural consequences their child
punching another child, for instance.

When children can’t see the long term consequences – Sometimes

kids can’t see why their choices are bad because the consequences
are too far down the road, this is especially true with young
children. Parents should not allow a child to experience the natural
consequences of never brushing their teeth or always eating sugary
junk food, for example.
Natural consequences shouldn’t be the only type of discipline
in your toolbox, but it’s one of the often neglected tools that is
forgotten by parents.

Don’t Raise Failure Deprived Kids

The problem is, we often have a knee-jerk reaction to protect our
kids from failure and pain. We feel anxious. We don’t want to see
our kids fail.

When we try to engineer failure out of our kids’ lives, we end up
raising “failure deprived” kids (that’s what Stanford and Harvard
started calling them over a decade ago).

Dr. Deborah Gilboa wisely says many of the natural consequences
parents are trying to prevent—”unhappiness, struggle, not
excelling, working hard, no guaranteed results—are great teachers
for kids and not actually life-threatening. It just feels that way.”

Failure deprived kids believe life should simply go their way. They
are kids (who grow up to adults) with attitudes of entitlement,
anxiety, and an inability to cope with the simplest struggles.

Why do parents prevent natural consequences?

Failure teaches responsibility. Use it.
For Luke Gilkerson’s bio, please see page 18.

Reason #1: We overestimate the threat.
If your child forgets his coat, will he get cold? Yes. Will he die?
Highly unlikely. If your child doesn’t study, will he get a poor
grade. Probably. Will he f lunk out of school? Not after one test.
Don’t have such an inflated sense of threat.
Even in more extreme cases, especially with older kids or adult
children, we as parents need to fight the urge to always bail our
kids out of serious problems because the consequences are severe
(losing a job, going broke, drug addiction, etc.). It is important
to remember that sometimes “rock bottom” is the best place for a
child to learn.

Reason #2: We don’t want to look like bad parents.
Often, the reason we clean up their messes or cushion their falls
is because we don’t want our kids to look like they are failing
at something—because then we will look like we are failing at
parenting.

Your Discipline Toolbox
Natural consequences are just 1 of 6 possible means
of discipline we can use in our child’s life. There are
times natural consequences aren’t appropriate or
aren’t immediately obvious. In those cases, we need
to use some of the other tools.
Visit our website to claim Your Discipline Toolbox,
a practical guide to discipline you can actually stick with.

IntoxicatedOnLife.com
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Heidi Kreider

2018 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

You Don’t Have to

Homeschool Alone
When I started homeschooling
sixteen years ago, I was a bit

of a Lone Ranger. I thought I would rather
just do it myself and fly under the radar

than to join homeschool groups, the IAHE, or even attend
Convention. I had developed an unhealthy fear that I needed to
homeschool on the down-low. Looking back, I’m confident this
was based on the fact that at the beginning of this journey, I had
to defend my choice to homeschool to friends and family often.
Those moments of defending my educational choice for my children
became the catalyst to a cavalier attitude of “I can do it myself!” Not
such a wise move, huh? If I could go back and tell my younger self
one or two things, this would be on the top of the list-- you don’t
have to homeschool alone.

A fter a year of solo homeschooling, I found a group of
homeschoolers who met together once a week for a homeschool
co-op. This little community fit us like a glove and we were part
of that group for ten years. Those years of learning and growing
together hold some of our fondest homeschool memories and I am
forever grateful for the times other moms poured their wisdom
into me, shared their favorite curriculum choices, and encouraged
me in my own journey. When our family’s homeschool needs
went beyond this little co-op, I went back to solo homeschooling.
Thankfully, I had lost my Lone Ranger mask.
The years in our homeschool co-op developed a deep need in my
heart for community. I found I am a better wife, mom, teacher, and
woman when I can give to others and glean from them as well. I
honestly believe we have all been created for community. The
give and take in a healthy community allows our strengths to be
stronger and our weaknesses to be less as we all work together. The
instructions for healthy community living can be found all through
the New Testament. It has been said that there are over fifty verses
in the Bible that contain the words “one another.”
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Be at peace with one another... Mark 9:50
Love one another... John 15:17
Honor one another... Romans 12:10
Stop passing judgment on one another... Romans 14:13
Carry each others’ burdens... Galatians 6:2
Confess your sins to one another... James 5:12
Pray for one another... James 5:12
Thankfully, you’re never too old to learn new things. How true
that is! After fifteen years of either homeschooling alone or in
my small co-op, I discovered another homeschool community–
The IAHE Annual Convention. The second thing I would tell my
younger homeschooling self is this, “GO to Convention!”
I thought Convention was simply a crowded exhibit hall with
vendors selling their wares. I envisioned people shoulder to
shoulder moving as one through the aisles, occasionally stopping
to purchase a particular curriculum and then moving on. Since I’m
not fond of crowds or shopping in particular, it seemed like a good
place to avoid. Again, how wrong I was!
My mental image of the IAHE Convention couldn’t be more
inaccurate. As I wandered the Exhibit Hall and the Speaker’s Hall
last year I found community. Vendors not selling their wares as
much as developing relationships and helping homeschool parents
find the right curriculum for their children. Mentors sitting down
and listening to a parent’s struggle and guiding them to find a
solution. Speakers sharing their stories and parents gleaning
wisdom. Friends sitting on a bench catching up on each others’
lives or meeting up for a hug in the middle of an aisle. I saw a
vibrant homeschool community.
If you are homeschooling alone, please know that there is a community
meeting up on March 23-24, 2018, at the Indiana State Fairgrounds. We
are waiting for you! Take it from me, it’s far better than the Lone
Ranger mask.
For Heidi Kreider’s bio, please see page 19.

The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases his mercies never
come to an end; they are new every morning…
— Lamentations 3:22-23a (ESV)

33 rd Annual IAHE
Home Educators’ Convention

March 23 & 24, 2018

Indiana State Fairgrounds
Elements Financial Blue Ribbon Pavilion
& Champions Pavilion

Bring the whole family!
The IAHE Home Educators’ Convention is a time
for encouragement, ideas, advice, workshops
and curriculum shopping. The keynote speakers
provide encouragement and inspiration. You
have your choice of a multitude of workshops
ranging from preschool to high school and
everything in between. Want to know how to
teach math? Have a special learner? Check
the workshop schedule. Speaking with veteran
homeschoolers and shopping at the many
different exhibitors can build confidence in
your decisions.

REGISTRATION PRICES
Convention Pre-Registration
Available Online Through March 3
$45 Individual / $75 Family
At-the-Door Pricing
March 23 & 24

One-Day Convention Registration
$40 Individual / $65 Family

Two-Day Convention Registation
$55 Individual / $85 Family

One-Day Exhibit Hall Only Pass
$35 Individual / $55 Family

A Big THANK YOU to Our

Main Stage Sponsors!

iahe.net
iahe.net |
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FREE Pre-Convention Event!

Convention Schedule
March 23 & 24

Doors Open at 8:00am!
FRIDAY
8:00am
8:45-10:00am

Exhibit Hall Open
for CONVENTION Attendees

Remembering the Reason,
Renewing the Vision
with Mike Smith

10:30-11:30am
12:00-1:00pm

Thursday, March 22nd
6:30 to 9:00pm

1:30-2:30pm
3:00-4:15pm

Elements Financial Blue Ribbon Pavilion

Are you or someone you know considering the
possibility of homeschooling? This informative evening
is geared to help parents get answers to the many
questions they have. Veteran homeschooling parents
will be on hand to give an overview of home education
in Indiana followed by a Q&A session. This event is
FREE, but pre-registration on our website is requested.

4:30-5:30
6:30pm

8:00am
8:45-10:00am

12:00-1:00pm
1:30-2:30pm

Homeschooling 365, 24/70
with Stacy Hanaway

Thank you to our event sponsor!
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Education by God’s Design:
Understanding God’s
Blueprint for Your Child
Workshop #4

Exhibit Hall Closes

Exhibit Hall Open
for CONVENTION Attendees

Raising Leaders with Moral
Clarity in a World of Moral
Relativism
with Rick Green

10:30-11:30am

3:00-4:15pm

One of our goals as parents and educators is
to create a love of learning in our children. Just because
the books are closed doesn’t mean brains turn off and
learning needs to stop. Homeschooling 365 doesn’t
mean that you are “doing school work” 365 days but
rather that your children develop their God given
inquisitive nature and want to learn about and through
everyday life experiences. Help your children create a
love of learning that will last a lifetime.

Workshop #3

SATURDAY

with Tara Bentley

Are you a new homeschooler? Are
you wondering where to begin? Is homeschooling
just about education? Join us for a crash course
covering information that you’ll need for the
wonderful journey ahead!

Workshop #2

with Debra Bell, PhD

This year’s featured workshops:

Homeschool 101

Workshop #1

Workshop #5
Workshop #6
Workshop #7

The Gideon Factor: The
Greatest Gift You Can Give
Your Homeschool Children
with Frederic Gray

4:30-5:30
6:00pm

Workshop #8

Exhibit Hall Closes

Exhibit Hall Hours
Convention attendees have access all day long!
Do you just want to shop?
One day Exhibit Hall Only Shopping Passes
are available starting at 10 am.

Visit IAHE.NET
for a detailed workshop schedule!

Meet Our 2018 Featured Speakers!
MIKE SMITH

Mike and his wife Elizabeth, along
with Michael Farris and his wife
Vickie, incorporated Home School
Legal Defense Association in
1983 and were the original board
members. Mike grew up in Arkansas
and graduated from the University
of Arkansas. Upon graduation, he
entered the U.S. Navy and served for three years before
attending law school at the University of San Diego.
How Do We Measure Success in Homeschooling?
The Angry Child: What Ticks Johnny Off?
The Power of Praise with Our Children

Keynote Alert Friday 8:45-10:00am
Remembering the Reason,
Renewing the Vision

DEBRA BELL, PhD

Debra is the best-selling author of
the award-winning Ultimate Guide
to Homeschooling, and many
other products from Apologia
Press. Currently, she is completing
Writers in Residence and Readers
in Residence—a multi-volume
language arts program for grades 4th
and up.

Writers-in-Residence: Inspire Your Kids to
Write Their Hearts Out
Developing Motivation and Interest in
Kids of All Ages
Raising an Independent Learner
Designing a College Prep High School Program
Using Graphic Organizers to Promote Learning

Keynote Alert Friday 3:00-4:15pm
Education by God’s Design:
Understanding God’s Blueprint for Your Child

Come meet all of our
Convention Speakers!

RICK GREEN

Rick is one of the most dynamic and
inspirational speakers in America
today. Through his informative and
moving historical presentations, that
often include his children, he equips,
empowers, and challenges people to
live out their freedom by teaching the
bedrock principles that led to America’s
place as the most successful nation in the history of the world.
www.RickGreen.com
Teaching Civics in a Fun & Purposeful Way
Restoring American’s Constitution
The Power of Purposeful Communication Skills
AMERICAN...SO WHAT? (CREW 4:12 Workshop)

Keynote Alert Saturday 8:45-10:00am
Raising Leaders with Moral Clarity
in a World of Moral Relativism

FREDERIC GRAY

Frederic is the founder of the
Fathers of Faith & Daughters of
Excellence Retreat, and has spoken
for homeschooling groups, state
and local conventions, family camps
and retreats across the country. As
a marriage coach, Frederic provides
teaching and support nationwide to couples through
his Magnetic Marriage seminars hosted by churches and
private groups. Frederic and his wife, Heather, are the
homeschool parents of six beautiful children.
Winning the Hearts of Your Children
Using God’s Word in Home Education
How to Grow Both Sides of Your Child’s
Brain by Having Them Do Two Simple Things
Students Used to Do, and by Playing a Game
A Dad’s Duty: Balancing Teaching and
Discipline (Guidance and Boundaries)
Why Every Homeschool Daughter Needs Her Dad

Keynote Alert Saturday 3:00-4:15pm
The Gideon Factor:
The Greatest Gift You Can Give
Your Homeschool Children

March 23 rd -24 th, 2018
iahe.net/2018-convention
iahe.net |
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Meet Our 2018 Speakers!
KATHY BALKE

Kathy and her husband Pat
began the homeschooling
adventure in 1986. After
homeschooling for twentynine years, they have graduated six children.
Kathy has taught workshops on how to
get started in this wonderful lifestyle of
homeschooling, and also on the life and
methods of early homeschool advocate and
educator Charlotte Mason. She has also helped
lead a homeschool group in the Warsaw area
for many years.

Homeschooling 101
Succinctly Charlotte Mason

TARA BENTLEY

Tara is a veteran homeschool
mom of two daughters.
During thirteen years of
homeschooling, she and her
husband Mark served in leadership for twelve.
They currently serve together on the Board
of Directors for Indiana Association of Home
Educators (IAHE), where Tara also serves as the
Executive Director.

Successful Transitions
The Goldilocks Test: Choosing a
Curriculum That’s Just Right
Homeschool 101

RON
BRUMBARGER

Ron is a serial entrepreneur,
author and education
disrupter. He is the President
& CEO of twenty-six year old technology firm,
Bitwise Solutions and Founder and President
of Apprentice University – a competency-based
college. Ron has started numerous businesses,
virtual charter schools and private education
organizations. Recently, Ron published his
first book You’re Always Being Interviewed
and is a frequent speaker on innovation,
entrepreneurship and mentoring.

You’re Always Being Interviewed: How to
be Intentionally Extraordinary

THOMAS CLARK

Thomas is a life-long teacher
of mathematics with
fifty-two years of experience
at all levels. He knows that
everyone can understand mathematics, and has
most recently focused on the development of
multimedia programs that challenge traditional
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instruction. He is a nationally recognized
speaker, and is president of VideoText
Interactive.

The Seven Laws of Teaching at Home
Simplifying Algebra for the Hesitant
Learner (When Are We Going to Need
This Stuff Anyway?)

SUSAN DALLAM

Susan has homeschooled
her two sons for fourteen
years in North Georgia’s
gentle foothills, graduating
her eldest in 2017. She presently serves as Chief
Operating Officer with Bright Ideas Press. Late
night hours find her pouring out her first book,
a hand-hold to women who find themselves
single again.

Never Alone
Embracing the Upside-Down
Curating Your Child’s Education

WILL ESTRADA

Will directs the Federal
Relations
Depar tment
and is HSLDA’s federal
lobbyist, using his passion
for homeschooling to influence Congress, the
White House, and federal departments. From
2007 to 2012, Will served as the director of
Generation Joshua, working nationwide with
young people who are making a difference
in their communities and our nation through
politics. Recently, Will served on the Transition
Team for President Donald J. Trump as an
adviser on education policy issues that affect
homeschool freedom.

Mr Smith Goes to Washington:
A Guide to Effective Lobbying for the
Homeschool Family
The Danger of U.N. Treaties: It Takes the
World to Raise Your Child
Why We Homeschool: A Homeschooler’s
Testimony
Nontraditional Navigation Through
High School

LUKE & TRISHA
GILKERSON

Luke and Trisha are authors
of books for Christian and
homeschooling families.
Their best-selling book, The Talk: 7 Lessons to
Introduce Your Child to Biblical Sexuality has
been used by thousands of parents. Luke has a
Masters in Religion from Reformed Theological

Seminary and Trisha has a Masters in
Counseling from Michigan State University. For
more information visit intoxicatedonlife.com.

7 Sex Ed Mistakes You Might Be Making
Screen Sense: 3 No-Fail Strategies for
Ending the Battle Over Screen Time
Teaching Your Kids to Memorize Scripture
in 5 Minutes a Day
Experience Astronomy: Fun, Easy
Activities to Do at Home

HEATHER HAUPT

Heather, recognizing the
brevity of childhood and
the power of a parent’s
influence, both inspires and
equips families toward intentional parenting,
loving God, and delighting in the adventure of
learning. She is the author of Knights-inTraining: Ten Principles for Raising Honorable,
Courageous and Compassionate Boys. She writes
at www.heatherhaupt.com.

Knights in Training: Raising Boys
into Men
Why Movement is the Magic Ingredient
for Learning
10 Ways to Make the Most of the
Preschool Years!
NATURE WALKS: Science Made Simple
Conquering Your Fear of Educational
Gaps

JIM HODGES

Jim is a committed Christian,
husband to Monica for 36
years, father of three grown
home-schooled children,
and Navy retiree. Monica once asked what his
dream job would be? He answered “I’d record
books.” And so began Jim Hodges Audio Books,
producing unabridged recordings of the G.
A. Henty historical novels, Classic Literature,
children’s books, and Overtly Christian titles.

How Henty Helps with History,
Geography, Character, and Language

SHAWNA
HOWELL

With 23+ years of
homeschooling experience
and 30+ years of marriage
to her best friend, Shawna has graduated five
of their eight children from homeschool high
school, and continues to homeschool the
youngest three while working full-time. Infusing
a strong Biblical worldview classically, Shawna

loves to encourage parents to homeschool
through high school, and experience joy in the
journey!

Christian Classical Education in
Your Home

HEIDI KREIDER

Heidi has been married to
her BFF for 23 years and
together they’ve parented
their children. She is in her
sixteenth year of homeschooling and now only
has one left in her nest. Over those years of
homeschooling, she’s also experienced life as a
work from home mom. One of the things Heidi
is passionate about is helping women find ways
to make an income while being a stay-at-home
mom.

7 Work from Home Options for the
Homeschool Mom

COLENE LEWIS

Colene homeschooled her
daughters through high
school in a home where
learning was a joy and a way
of life. Each girl excelled at college and are now
raising and homeschooling their own children.
With Heather Haupt, Colene has developed
an easy-to-implement geography curriculum
based on living books and cross-cultural
exploration.

Simple Scheduling to Make Room
for Spontaneity
Developing Life-Long Readers
Transcripts: Simple and Effective

depositphotos.com: #3406591

BRAD MERCHANT

Brad is the Assistant Pastor
of Multiplication at College
Park Church in Indianapolis,
IN. He has written one book,
Mentoring Like Jesus (Warner Press, 2017) and
has contributed to articles featured on Desiring
God, The Gospel Coalition, and Covenant Eyes.
You can learn more about Brad and his ministry
at bradmerchantblog.com or by following him
on Twitter at @brad_merchant.

Jesus Matters Most: A Plea to
Easily-Distracted, Always-Busy,
Usually-Anxious People (CREW)

ANNIE NICHOLS,
MA, CC-SLP

Annie is a speech-language
pathologist and homeschooling mom of two active

boys. She has worked in many areas of the field,
specializing in working with children and adults
with complex communication needs. She has
a private practice, Bloom Speech & Language
Services, based in Muncie.

Help for Managing Your (School) Day
with ADHD/Autism/SPD, etc
Speech and Language: When and How
to Seek Help

RUTH TENNIS

Ruth believes serving
God and people; effective
co m m u n i c at i o n ,
and
instilling a love of learning
are home school foundations. Her methodology
incorporated critical thinking, cross-disciplinary
approaches and lots of great literature. With
degrees in English and Communication, Ruth
has taught college courses in China and the U.S.
As a Rainbow Resource consultant, Ruth loves
assisting families on their journey.

How to be a Unity Study P.R.O.
Math Rx
Math Wars

DANA WILSON

Dana and Dan have been
married since 1990, and
they are the blessed parents
of five children, two with
disabilities. Her family’s homeschool journey
began in the late ‘90s because her oldest
daughter’s academic needs could not be met
and her physical abilities accommodated in
the private and public schools in their town.
Already a speaker at women’s retreats and
events, she began to share knowledge as she
gained it about homeschooling and children
with disabilities.

Can You Do That?
(Special Needs Homeschooling)
Planning for Life and After High School
for the Student with Disabilities
When School is Easy and Life is Hard:
Teaching the Gifted Child

LISA YANKEY

Lisa is the author of the
upcoming book, The
Homeschool
Path
to
Foreign Language. You can
find her at www.highenergyhomeschool.com.
You don’t need to speak a foreign language
to teach one. Lisa can help you learn how to
give effective lessons and create a bilingual
environment in your home.

Strategies for Teaching
Foreign Langauge

Hotel

Information
These are the hotels with IAHE room
blocks available at a reduced price
until the deadlines listed. Rates
quoted do not include tax.
NOTE: Be sure to mention “IAHE”
or “Indiana Association of Home
Educators” when you book your
rooms to ensure our special
convention rates.

Staybridge Suites
Indianapolis-Fishers
$149 & Up/night

Reservations deadline: February 28, 2018

9780 Crosspoint Boulevard,
Indianapolis, IN 46256 (317) 577-9500
On-site Guest Self-Laundry Facilities,
Co m p l i m e nta r y B re a k fast B u f fe t,
Standard Wireless Internet service is free
for all members, On-Site Fitness Center
Available
Please note: Changes to reservations can
be made up to 24 hrs. prior to arrival date.
Cancellation of the entire reservation after 3
days prior to arrival will result in a fee in the
amount of 1 night Room + Tax.

Baymont Inn & Suites
$84.99/night

Reservations deadline: March 8, 2018

9790 North by Northeast Blvd.,
Fishers, IN 46037 317-578-2000
Under New Management; Amenities: free
breakfast buffet, free wireless high-speed
Internet, and hotel gym.

Check them out at

iahe.net/convention-hotels

Did You
Know...?
You may find that you
have some workshops
that you want to hear,
but they occur at the
same time in different
locations. Never fear!
Audio recordings will
be available at the
convention and on our
website!
iahe.net |
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Something for Everyone!
Special
Learners

Learning Express
Open to all at tendees, Learning
E x pres s has s es sions designe d
for children ages 5 –12 years old
t h r o u g h o u t b o t h d ay s o f o u r
convention. Some of our fun sessions
will include: Fire Safety and Life Saving Skills with Kasey
the Fire Dog, Be a Music Maker, Chess - A Good Move,
Art & Drawing Class, Coding Fun, Puppets, and other
great sessions!
Stop by our Lear ning E x pres s
featured booths in the Exhibit Hall
and experience a mini harp lesson,
meet Abe Lincoln and Daniel Boone,
brain games & engaging challenges,
play a game of chess, Stem activities,
and so much more!

Bringing a child to
the convention who
needs a little extra
sensor y input to
keep calm and busy while you shop and
learn? IAHE will be lending out a limited
number of sensory bags on a first come,
first served basis. Bags will include
some of the following: bean bags of
different textures, tagged fabric, glitter
bottles, and other sensory items for
your youngsters to enjoy.
Visit the IAHE Showcase Booth for more
information.

Workshops for Beginning Homeschooling,
Struggling Learners, Preschool,
High School, and more!

Crew 4:12 Teen Staff Program

Thank you to our Crew 4:12 Sponsor!

Come and meet other homeschooled teens from all over the state! Be prepared for a high-energy, fun, and challenging
convention that meets you where you are. Space is limited. Be sure to register today, deadline is March 3rd.
CREW 4:12 participants will engage in a three-pronged convention track that is specifically tailored to their age group, interests,
and needs. Teens will be challenged to think deeply, serve others, and make new friends through workshops, service, and
team-building activities.

$30 per attendee
Includes a Crew 4:12 t-shirt and lunch for both days
Crew participants must be registered as a part
of their parent or family’s convention registration.
Teens ages 13-18 are eligible to attend.
Check-in: 8:00 am Friday & Saturday
Release: Friday at 4:30 pm, Saturday at 5:30 pm
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CREW 4:12

Exhibitors 2018

The IAHE Convention is the ONLY convention that
dedicates its proceeds to the benefit of Indiana home
educators.
List is current as of 1/15. For a complete list visit our website.

Children &
Grandparents
A Helping Hand
A Joyful Noise Dulcimers
Abeka
ACE – Accelerated Christian
Education
Alpha Omega Publications
Anderson University
Apprentice University
D i d yo u k n ow t hat n o n - h o m e s c h o o li ng
Berean Builders
gr and pare nt s are f ree wit h your f amily
BJU Press/ Homeworks by Precept
Bows by Lisa Luann
registration? Bring along a grandparent and let
Boyce College
them experience the incredible homeschool
Bright Ideas Press
community up close.
Cedarville University
Classical Conversations
2018 MAIN STAGE SPONSOR
CollegeChoice529
Compass–finances God’s way
Constitution Party of Indiana
Daughters of Decision
Debra Bell
Demme Learning
LEASABLE
Discovery Toys – Penny Anderson
1202 East 38th Street
VENUES &
Doorposts
Indianapolis, IN 46205
OFFICE
Dyslexia Institute of Indiana
LOCATIONS
East Indy Trailblazers
Essentials in Writing
Eternity at Stake – Rex Smith
Famous Hoosiers, Inc.
Finding Christ Books
Frederic Gray
Good Steward Books, LLC
Harp School, The
Harrison County CVB
Heart to Harp
Heather Haupt
Home Pasture Essentials
Home School Legal
Defense Association
Yes! You CAN Homeschool
2018 Sponsor
Home Works
Hoosiers for Life
12. Hoosier Lottery Grandstand
IAHE Action
13. Champions Pavilion
Indiana Creation Science
14. Elements Financial
Blue Ribbon Pavilion
Association
1.
Covered Bridge
15. Grand Hall
Indiana Historical Society
2. Centennial Hall
16. Indiana Farmers Coliseum
Indiana State Library
3. 4-H Exhibit Hall &
17. Pop Weaver Youth Pavilion
Hoosier Lottery
Grandstand
12.Indianapolis
Auditorium
BrainCore
Therapy
18. South Pavilion
4. Discovery Hall
19. Administration Building 13.Indianapolis
Champions
Pavilion
Children’s
Choir
5. Dow AgroSciences
20. West Pavilion
14. Elements Financial
Celebration Park
21. Harvest Pavilion
Blue Ribbon Pavilion
6. Department of Natural
22. Exposition Hall
Resources Amphitheater
1.
Covered
23.Bridge
Southwest Pavilion
15. Grand Hall
7.
Farm Bureau2.
Building
24. Northwest
Pavilion
Centennial
Hall
16. Indiana Farmers Coliseum
8. Normandy Barn
25. Purdue Extension Agriculture
4-H ExhibitHorticulture
Hall & Building
17. Pop Weaver Youth Pavilion
9. Public Safety3.
Center

Bring the whole family!
Children are welcome
throughout our event. Please
be sensitive to other attendees
and sit near the back of the room with young
children.

LEASABLE
VENUES &
OFFICE
LOCATIONS

Elements Financial
Blue Ribbon Pavilion
& Champions Pavilion

Indianapolis Public Library
Indianapolis Youth Gaelic
Athletic Association
Institute for Excellence in
Writing (IEW)
Intoxicated on Life
Jim Hodges Audio Books
Juice Plus+ & Tower Garden
Kasey the Fire Dog
Kitchen Specialties and Granary
Larry Winkleman
Microscope Service
Lifeline Christian
Fine Arts Academy
Lions Home School Football, Inc.
Logic of English
M3 Theatre Camp & Meridain
Music School
Master Books
Memoria Press
Miller Pads and Papers
Nature’s Workshop Plus
NEST Family Entertainment
Notgrass History
Ohio Christian University
Online Plus
2018 MAIN STAGE SPONSOR
Patriot Academy
Peewinkle’s Puppet Studio
at the Indiana State Museum
Pensacola Christian College
Piano Solutions
Quiet Witness, The
Rainbow Resources
Resounding Voice
Right to Life of Indianapolis
Right Start Math
Solomon’s Secrets
Sonlight
Stage I Dance Academy
Taylor University
2018 Crew 4:12 SPONSOR
Teaching Textbooks
TeenPact Leadership
Trick Geography
Twin Lakes Camp
United Art & Education
VideoText
YWAM Publishing
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Annie Nichols

2018 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

HOMESCHOOLING
and Speech Therapy

communication can be over whelming,
especially when homeschooling. We all want
to do what is best for our children, so how do you find help with
speech and language issues?

Scenario #1
You have been homeschooling your child his or her entire education
but you feel as if he may have difficulties either producing speech,
understanding speech/language, creating sentences properly,
following directions, or any other number of speech and language
related issues. What do you do? There are many resources available
online to help you determine whether or not it may be a good time
for a speech and language evaluation. Search the web for sound
acquisition charts that list phonemes, along with information on what
language skills children should have at each stage of development.
If you determine that you are still concerned, a good place to
start asking questions would be your pediatrician. Often, a
speech-language pathologist will need a script from a doctor
to provide an evaluation and treatment if you plan on trying to
receive insurance reimbursement. Private therapists, however, do
not always require a doctor’s script. Depending on your location,
there may be multiple options for finding a speech-language
pathologist. In addition to checking the below options, you can
also search asha.org/profind/ for providers in your area. Not all
speech therapists are listed, but it will give you a good head start.
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Here are some possible locations for speech evaluations and
therapy:
Hospitals
Outpatient/outclient clinics (including rehabilitation clinics)
Stand-alone therapy clinics
State early intervention programs
Public schools
Private therapists
If you choose to pursue an evaluation and therapy through the
schools, this will begin a paper trail of your child in the public
school system. Many districts will ask that you submit much of
the same paperwork as the other students, including vaccination
records.

Scenario #2
Your child has been attending public school and he or she has an
active IEP (Individualized Education Plan) that includes speech
therapy. You decide to transfer your child to a private school
(homeschooling). What now? You have two options: 1) withdraw
your student from services or 2) continue receiving services as a
homeschooled (“private schooled”) student.
If you do not want your child to continue receiving speech therapy
from the school you must call for an IEP meeting. You will sign a
form indicating your desire for withdrawal from services. This is
an additional step to withdrawing from the school. If you sign the
permission form to withdraw, the IEP is closed and you are done.
If you would like to continue receiving services, you will need to

depositphotos.com: #147505661

Realizing your child needs
ex tra suppor t for their

call an IEP meeting to transfer the IEP to an ISP (Individualized
Service Plan). The ISP is similar to an IEP but it is used by the
public schools for privately schooled students. By law, every public
school MUST provide access to special education services to any
families whether they attend that school or a private school. The
meeting will begin with a review of the IEP. At the end of the IEP
there is a section to reject the IEP and FAPE (Free and Appropriate
Education). Once you choose to reject those things, that will cause
an ISP to be developed. You will go over the ISP with your child’s
goals, services, etc. If you agree to the terms, you sign permission
and you are done! As a homeschooler, it will be your responsibility
to provide transportation to the school for the services.

Educational vs. Medical Models
W hen considering where to receive services, it is helpful to
understand the difference between the educational model of
providing services and the medical model of providing services.
The schools use the educational model whereas all other locations
follow the medical model.
The educational model states that children qualify for services
only when it impacts them ACA DEMICA LLY in any way
including their ability to participate in a classroom or navigate the
school grounds. Often a child has to score LOWER to qualify for
services in the schools.
The medical model qualifies anyone who falls below the normative
data in an area (often 1.5 standard deviations). The medical model
looks at the overall picture of a person’s life and not just one area
(i.e. academics). For example, let’s say there is a student who has
trouble functioning at home because they can’t climb stairs well
due to a medical diagnosis. The school may not qualify them for

physical therapy if that school does not have stairs, but a medical
facility would.
Maintaining services in the schools does keep your child in the
school system. Your child will still be considered enrolled but
will fall under a different code from regularly enrolled students.
They will be enrolled as a “child receiving special services without
placement in a classroom.” If you decide to withdraw from services,
you would follow the methods from Scenario #2 above to receive
services elsewhere.
It is important to note that while it is the law for schools to provide
services to homeschoolers, it varies by district how “equal” those
services will be. Students in a school may receive two 25-minute
sessions of speech therapy each week, but homeschooled students
may be offered only one session a week. Therapy in the schools will
often be group therapy, versus individual therapy in clinics. It is up
to you whether or not you accept their offerings. ISP meetings are
negotiations and you can withdraw from services or make changes
to them at any time. If you need extra assistance in dealing with
the schools, you can always hire an advocate to assist you. They are
very familiar with the law and are supporting of parents. There are
several advocacy groups in Indiana.
Each family must determine which path will work best for them
and their children. What is most important is that all children
receive the help they need. Homeschooling families can find
information online to assist with children’s speech and language
development. HSLDA and IAHE both have information on their
websites to further assist with teaching children who have special
needs.
For Annie Nichol’s bio, please see page 19.

iahe.net |

the informer

23

at an Early Age
—Naomi Bradley
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Ways to Teach Reading

The famous writer and
politician Richard Steele once
stated: “Reading is to the
mind what exercise is to the
body.”
Reading is essential for functioning in the world around us and is
critical for thinking and reasoning skills. Nonetheless, teaching
this most basic skills is a daunting and difficult task for many home
educators.
Teaching reading mastery, however, is far less difficult when the
child is taught beginner literacy skills at a very young age.
Parents committed to homeschooling often start intentionally
educating their children from the cradle with brain stimulating
classical music and red, white, and black mobiles. Yet, many of these
same parents wait to begin formal reading instruction until ages of
5 or 6 years—missing the critical years of brain development and
periods for foundational skills development and literacy exposure.
In my book “Reading at ONE!: A Guide to Early Literacy Exposure
for Toddlers and Children,” I cover a variety of strategies to get
children reading at an early age. Here are three strategies that are
sure to get your homeschooled child reading early.

One simple and effective way to incorporate spelling into your
literacy instruction is to spell aloud words that you use often with
your child. Spelling is a transferable skill, which translates to both
reading and writing. Therefore, it is critical to spell words aloud for
your child as much as possible to foster early reading.
In my homeschool co-op, whenever one of my students’ godmother
picks her up, she always asks the child if she wants to go to the
P-A-R-K. By spelling out that word consistently, the child, of
course, memorized the spelling of the word “park” and transferred
and referenced the spelling skill to writing and reading.

3. Create a Print Rich Environment for Your Child
Children are sponges for information. Purposef ully and
intentionally place words and letters in the line of your children’s
sight. Determining their line of sight by squatting down on their
level or getting on your knees to see what they see.
Labeling is an effective way to create a print-rich environment.
Label objects your student uses daily to encourage the mastery
of high frequency words. Whether you homeschool in a separate
room or in the kitchen, you can increase vocabulary and sight
words by labeling with flash cards, tape, or post-its, which can be
placed on things such as doors, doorknobs, tables, desks, pencils,
crayons, the carpet and walls.

1. Segment Words While Reading

You can also create a print-rich environment by using anchor
charts, used mainly to recognize goals and review concepts. When
your child is very young—age 1 through 3 years old—use a simple
anchor chart such as an alphabet chart to emphasize the letter
sounds when teaching and reviewing.

Segmenting simply means breaking words down into individual
sounds or syllables. It is different from blending, which involves
pulling together individual sounds or syllables within words.
Segmenting is easily modeled and highly effective when used while
reading to your child.

Although reading is a skill that develops at a different pace for
every student, there are effective strategies that can help your
student excel at reading at a young age. Be sure to exercise the
mind of your child through reading. It will make a huge difference
later in their development.

Once your student has mastered identifying all the letters and
letter sounds, begin incorporating modeling or demonstrating
segmenting while reading to your little one.
Segmenting words is easily done with almost any text—fiction and
nonfiction. My book, “Big Book of Beginner Reading Stories,” has
small passages that can be used to demonstrate segmenting and
modeling.
For example, if the sentence reads, “The fat cat sat on a mat,” take
some of the words in that sentence and sound them out. Read
aloud, segmenting the sounds: “The f-a-t, fat, c-a-t, cat, s-a-t, sat, on
a m-a-t, mat. Modeling reading strategies is even more critical than
modeling fluent reading in the early years of teaching your child.

2. Audibly Spell Frequently Used Words
With the advent of autocorrect and spell check, some educators
assert that it is no longer necessary to teach spelling. However,
spelling is critical to beginner level reading instruction. Spelling
builds the foundation for phonetic teaching and rules of reading
English.

Naomi Bradley is hailed as the “Queen of Toddler Teaching,” and is the author of the
breakout book Reading at ONE!: A Guide to Early Literacy Exposure for Toddlers
and Children. She has been featured on numerous BlogTalkRadio shows, podcasts and
television broadcast such as “A Woman’s Place” on Atlanta Interfaith Broadcast. She is
married with four beautiful children. You can find her posting and deleting on Instagram
and Twitter @naomihbradley.
This article is reprinted with permission of Texas Home School Coalition and the
author. It originally appeared in Review magazine. Visit THSC.org.

Be sure to check out the exhibit
hall at the 33rd IAHE Home
Educators’ Convention for
more material on teaching your
children to read! See page 12
for more info.
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Advertise in The Informer! Promote your homeschool familyowned business, place a classified ad, or advertise a ministry,
service or educational opportunity that is directly related to home
education. Contact advertising@iahe.net for details and rates.

Engineering Your Future with Engineering Roots
Engineering Roots is offering you a two semester online hands-on
course to introduce you to the foundations of engineering while you can
earn college credit through Trine University.

Do YOU have a:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Drive to Solve Problems?
Desire to Serve People, Communities, and the World?
Passion for Making Christ Known Through Your Career?
Curiosity about How Things Work?
Interest in Hands-On Design-Build Learning Experiences?
Vision and Determination to work hard to earn college
credit while in high school?

Our goal is to Equip You as an Engineering Ambassador for Christ with the foundational tools you need to initiate and excel
in an engineering or technical field of study. Secure your spot in the first of our 16-week courses (Establishing Engineering
Foundations) and you will receive a container of tools and materials to complete all the hands-on projects.
WEBSITE:

www.engineeringroots.org

26 the informer | iahe.net		

EMAIL:

smiley@engineeringroots.org

PHONE:

970-331-4566

Save a stamp by
registering online at

iahe.net

33rd Annual IAHE

Home Educators' Convention
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds

March 23 rd & March 24 th, 2018
Registration Type:

Attendee Information
Name

First

Spouse’s Name

Individual

Family

Contact Information

Please print clearly.

Address

Last

First

Last

Total Number of Children Attending #
TEEN CREW 4:12

Names of Children Attending (ages 4 and up)

(ages 13–19)

Phone (

)

Mobile (

)

First

Last

Alt Mobile (

)

First

Last

Email

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

Attending Grandparents’ Names
Must not be the primary home educator.

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR TEEN CREW 4:12 OPPORTUNITY, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT IAHE.NET!
PAYMENT
INFORMATION
Total:
Amt Enclosed:
Check #:

Pricing

PRE-REGISTRATION

1 DAY

2 DAY

EXHIBIT HALL ONLY

CREW 4:12

At the Door

Per Teen

Jan 1 – Mar 3

At the Door

Individual

$50

$40 $55

$35

Family*

$75

$65 $85

$55

$30

*A family is defined as Parent(s) or Guardian(s) and any children, currently residing at home, as well as any grandparents
who are not the primary home educator.

Indiana Association of Home Educators
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Encourage

Protect

Serve

Since 1983

33rd IAHE Home Educators’ Convention

March 23-24, 2018

Indiana State Fairgrounds
Pre-registration Ends March 3, 2018!

Come and be blessed from our 2018 speakers!

Mike Smith

Debra Bell, PhD

Rick Green

Check out page 12 for more info!

Frederic Gray

