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The IAHE is a not-for-profit
organization founded in 1983 for
the purpose of serving the Lord
Jesus Christ by supporting and
encouraging families interested
in home education. We define
home education as parent-directed, home-based, privately-funded
education.

featured

6 An Oxymoron: Publicly-Funded Homeschooling?
8 Raising Courageous Kids in the Digital Age
IAHE Convention Information
12 2017
21 What’s Your Next Chapter?
36 SOCIAL MEDIA ICONS Fantasy and Reader’s Heart
22
36 SOCIAL MEDIA ICONS
Walk With Me
24
36 SOCIAL
36 SOCIAL
MEDIA
MEDIA
ICONS
ICONS
Debi Ketron

Our primary functions are maintaining visibility as home educators with civil government
leaders, influencing the legislative
process, sponsoring seminars for
parent education, and publishing.

The IAHE is governed by a volunteer board of directors. Sixteen
regional representative couples are
in direct contact with local support
groups across the state.
Our major source of income is
our annual convention.
With the
SYMPLE
TYPE BLACK
growth of the home education
movement, both our needs and
SYMPLE TYPE
responsibilities continue to grow,
and we welcome your tax deductible contributions.

SYMPLESYMPLE
TYPE BLACK
TYPE
SYMPLE
TYPE BLACK
BLACK

All-new
Chemistry from
Dr. Jay L. Wile

3001 W Woodbridge Dr
Muncie, IN 47304-1074
http://bit.ly/berean3
(877) 794-3005

Award-winning
Elementary Science

Indiana Association
of Home Educators

PO Box 217 Stilesville, IN 46180
317-467-6244
Fax: 317-467-6246
iahe@iahe.net
www.iahe.net

Tara Bentley

Bryan Davis — 2017 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

BLACK

26

28
30

Diana Ruark

The Homeschool High School Motto:
Always Be Prepared
Lee Binz

Developing Godly Character
While Homeschooling
Debbie Burks

Home School Day at the Capitol 2017 Wrap-Up

BOARD MEMBERS
Steve & Penny Taylor
Phil & Debi Ketron
Mark & Tara Bentley
Greg & Kimberly Laskowski
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Tara Bentley
MANAGING EDITOR
Tara Bentley
informer@iahe.net
ASSISTANT EDITOR
Theresa Slinkard
DESIGN DIRECTOR
Amanda Runge
design@iahe.net
EDITING DIRECTOR
Cassie Bottorff

build critical thinkers

Chris McKenna — 2017 IAHE CONVENTION SPEAKER

COVER PHOTO
DepositPhotos.com:
#41667013
INTERIOR PHOTO
DepositPhotos.com:
#9033679

in this issue

Editor’s Welcome & IAHE State Map…4
Music Minute for Kids…5
Classifieds & Homeschool Business Ads…31

Welcome

IAHE Regional
Representative Map
ST. JOSEPH

LAPORTE

4

15

HOWARD

TIPPECANOE

WARREN

FOUNTAIN

HAMILTON

VERMILLON

MONTGOMERY

PARKE

5

7

BOONE

MARION

HENDRICKS

9

OWEN
MONROE

BROWN

GREENE

11

LAWRENCE

KNOX

Copyright

Advertising

Advertising is available on a first-come, first-served,
space-available basis. For ad information and rates, please
download our Advertiser’s Packet on our website or contact
advertising@iahe.net. We appreciate the advertisers who
help us to bring this publication to you. Please let them

Please see The Informer’s Writer’s Guidelines at
www.iahe.net or contact writing@iahe.net.
© by the Indiana Association of Home Educators.
Permission is needed to reprint any portion of the
magazine, except where noted. Please contact us at
informer@ iahe.net.

Scripture Versions

Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the
New King James Version®. Copyright © 1982 by Thomas
Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Scripture quotations marked (NIV) and (NIV1984) are
taken from the Holy Bible, New International Version®,
NIV® Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984 by Biblica, Inc.® Used
by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

13

JAY

RANDOLPH

WAYNE

RUSH

FAYETTE

10

JENNINGS

JACKSON

8
RIPLEY

JEFFERSON

UNION

FRANKLIN

Are you having trouble reading musical notes?
Cheer up, you’re not alone. We’ll look at a way
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of note reading that is logical, fast, easy to understand, and very musical.
OK?

FLOYD

HARRISON

What are the first seven letters of the alphabet? Sure: “ABCDEFG.” You will use this list of seven letters
three times to cover both clefs.

To reach your Regional Representative

please call 317-467-6244 and dial your
Region Representative’s extension.

To read all the letters in the grand staff (treble and bass clefs) begin the first set of seven letters with
“A” on the bottom space in the bass clef and read up giving each line and space the next letter in the
alphabet. By this time you’re at the top line in the bass clef and you’re ready to say the seven letters a
second time.

If you do not receive a response in a timely manner,
please contact the IAHE office.

Regional
Representatives

serve the homeschooling
community throughout
Indiana. Each representative is
a veteran homeschooler who
can help answer the questions
of a family just starting out.
They also communicate with
local support groups in their
region and keep them up to date
on changes in the law and
activities throughout the state.
You can contact your regional
representative for information
about spelling bees, sport
clubs, book fairs, curriculum
advice, workshops,
standardized testing and
convention information. They
can also help you find a
support group in your area, or if
none is available, they’ll
help you start one.
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So call that top line “A” and it will start you the second time on a listing of the seven letters. Follow along
to give each consecutive line or space the next letter. Now you’ve worked your way to the second space
of the treble clef, which will be another “A.” Follow up the alphabet and you’ll end up on “G”, the space
above the top line of the treble clef. As you go up the alphabet, you go up in pitch, and up the keyboard.
So that is the “why” of the staff letter names. Now here is the “how” to use them.
Let’s pick out some lines and spaces to use as guide posts. I’ll tell you the ones that make sense to me
but you can pick any that you like. As you already know, the bottom space in the bass clef is “A.” That’s
the first guide post. The next post is “F”-- the line that runs between the two dots of the “F” clef (bass
clef) sign. Then, of course, guide post middle “C.” Keep going: In the treble clef the second line is “G”
and if you look closely, you can see that the treble clef sign seems to curl around the “G” line, which is
the next guide post. Then, let’s take “E,” the top space as our last guide post. That gives us five guide
posts to help you read quickly and easily: “A, F, C, G, E.”
Now the logic: With these guide posts in place, use them to get your bearings. To read any note, see
what guide post is closest and go up or down the alphabet from there to get the name of the note
that you need.
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The articles in this magazine reflect the freedom of home
educators in Indiana to choose from a wide variety of
homeschool philosophies and teaching methods. Opinions
and attitudes expressed in articles do not necessarily reflect
the beliefs of the Indiana Association of Home Educators.
IAHE does not endorse or advocate any one method or
philosophy. The Board encourages each home educator
to seek God’s will in determining what is best for him, his
school, and his students.
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The Informer is published quarterly by the Indiana
Assocation of Home Educators (IAHE) to provide
information, inspiration, and support to homeschool
families. Circulation is 8,000 and subscriptions are FREE
upon request. The mailing list for The Informer is never sold
or rented.
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We’re looking forward to seeing you at the Convention at the end of March!
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In this issue, Diana Ruark calls moms to connect with each other one on one. She
also invites you to be a part of a special time at the IAHE Convention to discuss
how we can better serve one another. Are you a veteran mom reaching the
end of your homeschool journey? Now is the perfect time to become a mentor
either locally, or with the IAHE. Be sure to check out my article What’s Your Next
Chapter on page 31.
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Throughout the Bible, God shows us the blessing of coming together as
believers. We are called to encourage each other, to show hospitality, and to
lift each other up. How do you practice this in your homeschool life? If you are
a new homeschool family, are you connected in your local community? If you
are a veteran homeschool family, how do you pour back into the lives of the
people around you?
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While most often used to describe to blessings of marriage, this passage and the
surrounding verses from Ecclesiastes show us the benefits of walking alongside
others in our life. Are these benefits restricted to marriage?
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And though a man might prevail against one who is alone, two will withstand
him—a threefold cord is not quickly broken.
—Ecclesiastes 4: 9-10, 12 (ESV)
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Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if they
fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not
another to lift him up!
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a note from the editor
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To get good at reading, some people like to use flash cards. That’s a good idea. Some people like to
pick up just any printed music and spend 5 minutes a day reading notes and 5 more minutes reading
and playing individual notes. Find whatever is best for you and work at it. Effortless reading is basic to
being a really good musician and having fun with music.
Else M. Perdicaris studied music and Christian education at the Moody Bible Institute, and earned her Bachelor of Music
(BM) and Masters of Music (MM) from the American Conservatory of Music in Chicago. She has been an acclaimed teacher in
public schools and private music studios for decades and has directed sacred music and been staff organist and pianist for
many churches. She enjoys equipping and encouraging students to develop their talents and is the author of the well-received
piano teaching book Pixie Pianist.
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During our time on the conference calls
with the Indiana Advisory Committee to
the U.S. Commission on Civil Rights about the School to Prison
Pipeline public school dropout issue, the term “publicly-funded

homeschooling” was uttered a number of times. The statement shows a total lack of
understanding or perhaps even a disregard about the purpose of home education.

In our nation’s early history, families either
taught their children at home, or they were
taught in private brick and mortar schools.
Public or Common Schools were basically
non-existent. Our nation’s literacy rate
was very high at this time. In our state, we
like to say that Abraham Lincoln was one of
our first Indiana homeschoolers. He moved
to Indiana at the time of statehood but had
very little formal education. He received
the vast majority of his education at home.

An Oxymoron:

Publicly-Funded Homeschooling?
—Debi Ketron

depositphotos.com: #31779095 & #36937009

The Common School movement which
began in other states prior to Indiana
statehood was according to E.G. West,
author of Education and The State: A
Study in Political Economy, for families
who chose not to educate their children
privately. The Common Schools, which
are included in the education section of
our state Constitution, were originally not
universal, compulsory, or free. They were
founded in the rural parts of states and
were begun to provide biblical literacy.
Families had to pay a fee to have their
children attend a Common School.
Those who benefitted financially from
the Common Schools were the ones who
advocated for them to become universal,
compulsory, and free.
In 1923, Meyer v. Nebraska affirmed
parents have the “right to control the
education of their own” children. In 1925,
Pierce v. Society of Sisters reaffirmed the
right of parents and guardians “to direct
the education and upbringing of children
under their control.” It also stated the
“the child is not the mere creature of the
State; those who nurture him and direct
his destiny have the right, coupled with
the high duty, to recognize and prepare
him for additional obligations.” Numerous
other cases support parental rights as well.
Let’s fast forward to the 1980’s. From
the humble beginnings of the Common
(public or government) Schools, now
the vast majority of families send their

children to them. Most families probably
don’t realize their beginnings were meant to
be for those who chose not to take personal
responsibility to educate their children.
Prayer and Bible reading had been removed
from the Common Schools in the 1960’s.
Families begin to notice they do not like
what their children are being taught. Some
opt for private brick and mortar schools. For
many, it is cost prohibitive.
John Holt and Dr. Raymond Moore were
advocates in the early days of the modern
homeschool movement for an old idea that
had become new again. It’s the idea of home
education. Homeschool families faced jail
time and potential loss of their children in
the 1980’s and in some states in the 1990’s
in order to have the right to direct the
education and upbringing of their children
at home. Indiana Association of Home
Educators was founded in 1983 to advocate
for the right of a parent to teach their
children at home. Today, we continue
to advoc ate for t hat r ig ht for a l l
fami lies. Homeschoolers’ rights are
non-homeschoolers’ parental rights. Those
rights must be vigorously defended today
more than ever. There are a number of
organizations here in Indiana that seek to
limit those rights.
Home s c ho ole r s u nd e r s t a nd t h at
whomever funds education controls the
education. This is why we vehemently
oppose public funding for homeschoolers
in order for a parent to maintain control
of our child’s education. If the state wants
to cut taxes to allow families to keep more
of our money, we believe that would be
a wonderful idea that would help many
families. Unfortunately, once tax dollars
funnel through the government, it must be
viewed as tainted. Taxpayer dollars must
accompany taxpayer accountability as we
have seen with Indiana’s vouchers.
Homeschoolers need to be very wary of
any politician or lobbyist who wants to

“The government solution to
a problem is usually as bad as
the problem.”
—Milton Friedman
“help” us with government funding. That
is the type of “help” that Ronald Reagan
warned us about when he said, “The nine
scariest words in the English language are:
I’m from the government, and I’m here to
help.” Home educators have proven that
we can provide a superior education at a
reasonable cost. Families of all income levels
are home educators. It takes motivation,
commitment, and perseverance and those
are qualities that money cannot buy.
Will you stand with the IAHE to protect
and maintain a parent’s right to direct the
education and upbringing of their child
apart from government involvement so that
we can pass the baton to the next generation
of home educators?
DEBI KETRON and her husband graduated
four children from their home school. They were
involved in homeschool leadership in Dearborn
County, IN for many years. She was a former
IAHE Region 8 Representative with her husband Phil, and
currently serves as the IAHE Director of Government Affairs
and on the Board of Directors for Indiana Association of
Home Educators (IAHE) and IAHE Action.
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It is so easy for parents to
become overwhelmed by the

2017 IAHE
CONVENTION

digital world all around us. As of the writing of
this article, here are some statistics according to
www.internetlivestats.com:

SPEAKER

• Internet users in the
world: 3.5 billion
• Total number of
websites: 1.1 billion
• Google searches
“today”: 4.3 billion
• Videos viewed on
YouTube “today”: 5.1
billion
• Facebook active users:
1.8 billion

These are staggering figures for a digital immigrant like me to
comprehend. On the other hand, these figures are ho-hum to my
12-year-old digital native daughter who only knows a world with
screens that talk. Her “normal” is a world where instant information
and constant stimulation are expectations. And, sadly, due to the
pervasiveness of Internet pornography, I have to accept the sobering
reality that at some point, under my watchful care, she will be
exposed to images and/or videos that I simply wish she never saw.
And, so while speaking to parents about how to create an internet
safe environment for their kids, the biggest obstacle I often have to
overcome is to convince them that Internet pornography is an issue
that they need to take seriously. Too many Christians believe the
myth that pornography cannot touch their homes.

Raising Courageous Kids
in the

DIGITAL AGE
Chris McKenna
8 the informer | www.iahe.net
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He’s a Good, Christian Boy
A story I often tell is one where a mother approached me through
my Protect Young Eyes (www.protectyoungeyes.com) website to
tell me that her 11-year-old son had been looking at porn. She didn’t
know what to do. She desperately needed someone to talk to, and
although we had never met, she had heard about my ministry and
trusted me with her story.
Her son had heard his older brother use the word “pornography,” and
since he had never heard the word before, he did what many curious
11-year-old digital natives do and he went to Google for the answer.
This was on a Friday.

prayed, calmed down, and waited for the right moment to talk to
Jason.
On Monday, Julie had a grace-filled, loving conversation with
Jason. While Julie was talking to son, he said something that she
didn’t understand, “Mom, I just couldn’t stop clicking. It was like I
wasn’t in control anymore.”
When Julie heard this, she began to question a lot of things about
her parenting. How could he just keep clicking? He knew it was
wrong! This is a Christian home! He knows better.
The Brain is Wired for Sex
Now we’re on Tuesday when Julie called me. I began by encouraging
Julie for how well she handled the situation with Jason. I’ve spoken
to many broken, emotional mothers who just don’t know how to
talk to their kids after something like this happens, but Julie did
fabulously. Next, I began to explain Jason’s comment about feeling
like he wasn’t in control.
Millions of girls, boys, women, and men know exactly what Jason
was struggling with. Clicking for hours, skipping a whole night’s
sleep, unaware of the passage of time, hyper-focused on a screen
that is flooding your brain with a toxic excitement that cannot be
contained.

Fast forward to Sunday. His older sister came into the home’s office
where he was online looking at things he shouldn’t have been looking
at. She covertly left the office, and wisely informed her mother about
what she saw Jason [name changed] looking at.

The brain is wired for sexual stimulation. Nothing fires up the
brain’s reward center like sexual arousal. That first image causes a
release of dopamine, a chemical that causes intense focus, as well
as unwavering motivation, energy, and goal-directed behavior. And
guess what? That dopamine feels great. It makes you want to, “go,
go, go!”

Of course, Julie [name changed] was crushed that her sweet, little
Jesus-loving son could be watching pornography, but she had to do
something. Unfortunately, her husband was out of town, and so she

4 Myths About Internet Pornography
There are a few takeaways from this story because it’s a very
common tale being played out in homes all over the world today.

www.iahe.net |
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Julie, like many good moms, believed a few myths that plague many
well-intentioned, Christian parents today:

#1

My child is a good kid and wouldn’t do that.

As Julie discovered, Jason’s three-day binge on
porn really didn’t have anything to do with him
being a good or bad boy. He acted on a curiosity, and neurology
did the rest. A huge problem is that Jason had not been given any
education about the word “pornography.” He didn’t have any tools
to know what to do when he saw porn. It’s not a matter of if a kid will
see porn, but when. Have you talked to your elementary, middle and
high school children about what pornography is and how to respond
when exposed to it?

#2

If my child saw it, he or she would just look away.

Again, he or she might want to turn away, but the
urge is strong. And the enemy swoops in quickly
to whisper, “just one more click won’t hurt anyone,” and that’s a
killer. Again, remember the neurology lesson above. For anyone who
has battled against this addiction, they can attest to the paralyzing
urge to keep clicking.

#3
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The measures I have in place are good enough.

Donna B.

With guilt in her voice, Julie admitted that when
they purchased a new computer last December,
they didn’t take the step to install any accountability or filtering
on the device. This was a crushing realization for her–that mom
and dad were mostly to blame for Jason’s discoveries. Have you
performed a full assessment of the Internet risks in your home? And
also at the homes where your kids spend time?

#4

Mail your Box Tops to:

Google never rests, and so neither can we! In the digital age, parents
must be observant, engaged, and informed. We can teach our kids
how to use technology wisely, but it takes hard work. I’ll look forward
to discussing practical solutions for parents who want to raise wise
digital natives at the 2017 IAHE Home Educators’ Convention.
Don’t miss my session Raising Courageous Kids.
CHRIS MCKENNA is the Covenant Eyes Educational Resource Manager. Chris
has a BA in Accountancy and Spanish from Western Michigan University. After
12 years at Ernst & Young, and then six years in full-time student ministry, Chris
started protectyoungeyes.com in 2015 to equip and educate parents and teens
on the latest gadgets, apps, and how to use the Internet well, which led him to Covenant
Eyes in 2016.

My children love Monarch!
It’s so convenient, and they
learn so much.

IAHE
P.O. Box 217
Stilesville, IN 46180

This is only a boy issue.

This has never been entirely true, but it is
increasingly more false in the digital age. As more
boys are learning that girls are sexual objects to be conquered, girls
are responding by becoming more like the porn they see through
their technology so that boys will “like” and notice them.

Start your free 30-day trial to discover firsthand
why homeschool families choose Monarch online
curriculum. Visit DiscoverMonarch.com and use
promo code MON30INDIANA to begin!

Amy O.

I loved being able to actually
use the curriculum for a
month to really get used to it.

Janel S.

It was a great product that
made my life easier. Everybody
should have Monarch!

HOW BOX TOPS WORKS:
BUY

Find Box Tops on hundreds of products

CLIP

Clip Box Tops from each package

SEND

Send the Box Tops to the IAHE address
above in an envelope

EARN

Box Tops are each worth 10¢ for the IAHE

Join us March 24th & 25th
to hear Chris McKenna, Steve Demme,
Heidi St. John and more!

What easier way
to support the IAHE!

Visit www.iahe.net for more info.
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“For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works,
which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.”
— Ephesians 2:10

Our 2017 general session speakers
Come and be blessed by our veteran general session speakers!
Learn and laugh along with thousands of other fellow homeschoolers as we listen to Heidi St. John,
Steve Demme, Mark Hamby, and Zan Tyler, as well as several other speakers on March 24th & 25th.
Heidi St. John
The Busy Mom

FO

RGE D

Two jam-packed days
of encouragement and refreshment.

March 24 & 25
Bring the WHOLE family!

Indiana State Fairgrounds
Elements Financial Blue Ribbon Pavilion
& Champions Pavilion

REGISTRATION
Pre-Reg January 1–March 4
$45 Individual $75 Family

At-the-Door March 24 & 25

2-day $55 Individual $90 Family
1-day $40 Individual $65 Family

Exhibit Hall ONLY

$30 Individual $50 Family

Heidi St. John has been married to her husband Jay
since 1989. Together they have seven children and two
grandsons! The St. Johns children range in age from early
elementary school to adult. They have homeschooled
the kids all the way through high school. A favorite
conference and radio speaker, Heidi approaches marriage and parenting
with humor and grace. Her passion to encourage moms and set them free
to be who God has created them to be will bless and encourage you.

Fearless Homeschooling: How to Ignore the Critics
and Do What’s Best for Your Child
(Friday General Session - 8:45am)
Cultivating R.E.A.L. Relationships with Other Women
The Distracted Mom (iMom)
Homeschooling Held Hostage
I Want to QUIT Homeschooling!

The IAHE Home Educators’ Convention
is a time for encouragement, ideas, advice, workshops,
and curriculum shopping. The keynote speakers provide
encouragement and inspiration. You have your choice
of a multitude of workshops ranging from preschool
to high school and everything in between. Want to
know how to teach math? Have a special learner?
Check the workshop schedule. Speaking with veteran
homeschoolers and shopping at the many different
exhibitors can build confidence in your decisions.

What can I expect at a homeschool convention?
I’ve never been to one.
“You can expect your heart and your mind to be filled to overflowing.
Loads of awesome information to help you in your homeschool journey,
vendors who will help you make curriculum choices and answer your
questions and lots and lots of other homeschooling families who share
in your vision to educate their children in the way they see fit. The IAHE
Convention is the highlight of my spring! It feels like a breath of fresh air
and gives me the boost I need to finish strong.”
- Amy C.

Steve Demme
The Divine Blueprint for Building a Family of Faith
(Saturday General Session - 8:45am)
Biblical Principles of Communication for the Family
Math You Understand
5 Strategies to Encourage and Build Up Our Wives
Celebrating Hope and Redemption in the Valleys of Life

Demme Learning

Steve and his wife Sandra have been married since 1979.
They have been blessed with four sons, three lovely
daughters-in-law, and three grandchildren. Their fourth
son John has Down Syndrome and lives with them in PA.
Steve addresses a variety of topics at conferences and
churches to encourage parents as they seek to build families of faith. Steve is
the author of Math-U-See and the founder of Building Faith Families.

Mark Hamby
Lamplighter

Mark Hamby, founder and president of Lamplighter
Ministries, serves with a dedicated staff to make
Lamplighter Publishing, Lamplighter Theatre, The
Guild, Life-Transforming Seminars, and a Daily Radio
Broadcast a reality. It is their mission to make ready
a people prepared for the Lord by building Christ-like character…one
story at a time.

Raise Them Up; Don’t Crush Them Down
(Friday General Session - 3:00pm)
Building Christlike Character…One Story at a Time!
The Education of a Child - The Wisdom of Fenelon
A Great Awakening: The Ignition of the Imagination
Let Go: Resolving Conflicts and Restoring Relationships

Zan Tyler

Our 2017 IAHE Convention Sponsors!
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Lessons I Learned on the Way to Jail
(Saturday General Session - 3:00pm)
Talk with Me: How Conversation Stimulates Learning
Raising Children to Be Intentional Christians in a
“Whatever” World
7 Tools for Cultivating Your Child’s Potential
Laughter is the Best Medicine: Marriage Lessons for Real Life
(with Joe Tyler)

Apologia Press

In 1984, Zan Tyler was threatened with jail time when
she began homeschooling. After years of fighting for
the rights of her family and other homeschoolers,
Zan founded and presided over the South Carolina
Association of Independent Home Schools for ten years.
She has received several honors for her work advocating for homeschooling
and parental rights, including the Chris Klicka Lifetime Service Award, as
well as the Order of the Palmetto from the governor of South Carolina. Zan’s
greatest privilege in life was the twenty-one years she and husband Joe spent
homeschooling their three children from kindergarten through high school.

Kathy Balke

Kathy and Pat Balke began the homeschooling
adventure in 1986. Although they began with
the thought they’d just take one year at a time,
they loved it so much they never looked back.
After homeschooling for 29 years, they have
graduated 6 children. Kathy has taught workshops on how to get
started in homeschooling lifestyle, and also on the life and methods
of educator, Charlotte Mason. She has helped lead a homeschool
group in the Warsaw area for many years. One of her favorite things
to do is to help and encourage moms that they really can do it!
Homeschooling 101

Carol Becker

Jim and Carol Becker have homeschooled
two children from K-12th, and both have
graduated college. With a BS in Engineering
and MS in System Science, Carol directed both
a multiple-age co-op and science co-op. She
taught Composition, American Literature, British Literature, Algebra
I & 2, and Geometry courses for homeschooled teens. She has tutored
writing students from middle school through community college. As
an HSLDA High School Consultant, Carol writes articles, newsletters,
and blogs to encourage and equip homeschool parents because they
are raising the next generation of leaders.
Building on a Sure Foundation:
Staying the Course through High School
Developing a Plan for High School: Sample Four–Year Plans
High School Transcript Clinic: Practical Help and Tips
The College Admissions Process:
The Homeschooled Student’s Guide

Angela Beddingfield

Angela and her husband, Tim, have five children.
She has a bachelor’s degree in elementary
education with a gifted licensure, a master’s
degree from Purdue University in educational
psychology and gifted education, and plans to
begin her doctorate work in the fall of 2017. She developed and
directs local educational enrichment programs such as, the Dunlap
Co-op, SPY camp, Central Illinois Music Camp, and Focus Camp. She
also teaches in summer gifted programs at colleges such as Purdue
University and Bradley University.
The Struggling Learner
Identifying and Understanding the Gifted Learner
Resources for Teaching the Gifted Learner
Organization and Productivity: They Really Do Go Hand in Hand

Tara Bentley

Tara Bentley is a veteran homeschool mom of
two daughters, and has one grandson. During
13 years of homeschooling, she and her husband
Mark served in leadership for 12. They currently
serve together on the Board of Directors for
Indiana Association of Home Educators (IAHE), where Tara also serves
as the Executive Director. Always juggling work, family, and multiple
responsibilities, Tara loves encouraging moms who often feel like
they just aren’t enough.
Homeschool 101
Homeschool Alumni Panel

Ron and Vicky Broadfield

Ron and Vicky Broadfield, co-founders of
JoyQuest, Inc., have been enjoying the
homeschooling journey for the past 16 years.
The Broadfields have 2 daughters, the oldest is
attending law school, and the youngest is still
at home. While ministering to their younger daughter with learning
challenges and special needs, the Broadfields desired to minister to
other families by sharing encouragement, hope, and practical advice
on how to help their children reach their God-given potential. As a
result, the non-profit organization, JoyQuest, Inc. (based on Psalms
16:11), began in 2007. The Broadfields have served in both secular
work and full-time ministry, and have been foster parents to more
than 20 children in Indiana where they reside.
Homeschooling Special Need Children in Indiana
What’s A Dad to Do? (Ron Broadfield)
Curriculum Choices – Mom to Mom (Vicky Broadfield)

Jonathan Brush

Jonathan Brush is a first generation homeschool
graduate and homeschool dad of six. Jonathan
is the Executive Director of Student Life and
Coaching for Lumerit Education, and before
that he worked in higher education admissions,
including nine years as a Director of Admissions for a private, liberal
arts college. Jonathan speaks to families and groups across the
country about how to seek out and train for adventures and prepare
correctly for the amazing opportunities available in the time and
place that we live. Jonathan and his family make their home in the
Shenandoah Valley of Virginia.

CREW
How to Adult: How to Go from Sleeping on Your Parent’s
Couch to Sleeping on Your Own Couch
How to Adult: What You Need to Know to Pay for Life
How to Adult: Making a Difference in the World
How to Adult: The Importance of Finding, Building,
and Keeping Great Relationships

CONVENTION
What You Really Need to Know: What a Student Should
Learn Before They Launch

Martin Cothran

Martin Cothran is a writer and teacher who
lives in Danville, Kentucky with his wife of 32
years in close proximity to their four children,
two daughters-in-law, and their first grandchild.
He is the director of the Classical Latin School
Association and editor of the Classical Teacher magazine, a quarterly
periodical for parents and professional educators published by
Memoria Press. He is the author of several educational textbooks,
including including Traditional Logic, Books I and II, Material Logic:
A Course on How to Think, Classical Rhetoric: A Study of Aristotle’s
Principles of Persuasion, and Lingua Biblica: Old Testament Stories
in Latin.
Respecting the Man the Boy will Become: A Father Tries to
Explain to Mothers Why They Can’t Make Sense of Their Boys
Common Core & the War against Knowledge
The Classical Thinking Skills Program: Why the Study of Latin
& Math are the Best Way to Train Your Mind
The Rhetoric of Amazement: Why Children’s Literature is Good
for Your Children—and Why it is Good for Them to Hear You
Read It to Them

LINDA CROSBY

Linda Crosby is gifted at transforming the daily
God-moments from her life into unforgettable,
hilarious, practical lessons to which people can
relate. She has a heart for the Lord and a desire
to encourage other mothers to laugh and learn in
the center of the chaos and joy children create. Two of Linda’s books
are published: Laughing in the Midst of Mothering and Laughing in
the Midst of Marriage. She has also been a contributing author for
Konos curriculum and has written historical biographies for Bramley
Books, a division of Knowledge Quest. Linda and her husband Rick
have been homeschooling their four children since 2001 in Phoenix,
Arizona.
Getting Started (Thursday)
Laughing in the Midst of Mothering
Making History Come Alive
God Fills in the Gaps
Unit Studies: Teaching Multiple Ages Together
Curriculum: How Do I Choose?

HEIDI JASPER

Heidi Jasper has a B.A. in Elem. Ed., B.S. in
Christian Ed, and is a Certified Irlen Screener. A
Hope and a Future, LLC provides IN homeschools
with affordable Barton tutoring, Learning Style
Assessments, Brain Integration Therapy, curricula
consultation and screenings for dyslexia, dysgraphia, dyscalculia,
sensory, vision, Irlen, etc.
Creating Transcripts for Struggling Learners

Heather Koenig

Heather is a University of Florida graduate with
a degree in Cardiovascular Medicine and has
worked in Vascular Medicine since 1995 with
patients who have suffered Traumatic Brain
Injury after stroke. Heather lives in Fishers, IN
and has homeschooled three daughters. LearningRx’s brain training
dramatically changed one of her daughter’s ability to learn. The life
change was so dramatic that Heather now owns the Indianapolis
LearningRx. God has used Heather to change the lives of over 300
children, adults, and families.
What Parents Need To Know About Learning

Chris McKenna

Chris is the Covenant Eyes Educational Resource
Manager. Chris has a BA in Accountancy and
Spanish from Western Michigan University.
After 12 years at Ernst & Young, and then six
years in full-time student ministry, Chris started
protectyoungeyes.com in 2015 to equip and educate parents and
teens on the latest gadgets, apps, and how to use the Internet well,
which led him to Covenant Eyes in 2016.
Raising Courageous Kids
The Brain on Porn

Angela O’Dell

As a homeschooling mom and author, Angela
O’Dell embraces many aspects of the Charlotte
Mason method, yet knows that modern children
need an education that fits the needs of this
generation. Based upon her foundational belief
in a living God for a living education, she has worked to bring

curriculum that will reach deep into the heart of home-educated
children and their families. She has written over 20 books, including
her new America’s Story history curriculum. Angela’s goal is to bring
materials that teach and train hearts and minds to find the answers
for our generation in the never-changing truth of God and His Word.
Finding Balance with the Charlotte Mason Method
Charlotte Mason Method for Today’s Student
Charlotte Mason’s Approach to a Living Model of Raising
Children: Homeschooling Beyond the Books.

Dr. Sandi Queen

Dr. Sandi Queen has been homeschooling her six
children since 1986. A multiple award winning
author of over 400 books for homeschoolers
and books and courses on natural health,
alternative medicine, and essential oils, she is
the Vice President of Queen Homeschool Supplies, Inc., publishers
of Charlotte Mason style curriculum. Dr. Queen has been speaking
nationally on topics relating to the Charlotte Mason method of
home education, as well as many aspects of natural health at both
homeschool conventions and at venues related to natural health
topics since 1994. As a Naturopathic Doctor, Dr. Queen also owns and
operates The Holistic Wellness Center in New Freeport, Pennsylvania,
where she works with clients from all over the world.
The Charlotte Mason Approach – An Introduction
Identifying Your Child’s Learning Style and Learning
to Teach to It
On Language Arts: A Charlotte Mason Approach

Gus & Irene Tucker

Gus is the president of the National Black Home
Educators. Irene is the director of Artibus Deum,
a homeschool music co-op, which is touching the
lives and hearts of children, and parents interested
in the arts. Together Gus and Irene speak and
teach on homeschooling, family life, and music education. They are
passionate about letting all people know that homeschooling is a
viable option for any child.
Homeschooling Tots to Teens
Job Was a Homeschool Father (Gus Tucker)
How to Incorporate Music in Everyday Life (Irene Tucker)

Joe Tyler

Joe Tyler currently serves as the IT Director for
Apologia Educational Ministries. Joe and wife
Zan have been married for thirty-nine years.
They spent twenty-one years homeschooling
their three children, from kindergarten through
high school. Joe has been deeply involved in the homeschooling
movement, both through his own family and the homeschool
community at large. He currently serves as the chairman of the board
for the South Carolina Association of Independent Home Schools and
on the board of a large co-op that the Tylers co-founded. Joe has
a heart and passion for ministering to and serving homeschooling
parents and families.
Leaving a Legacy—The Vision of the Homeschool Husband
and Dad
Raising G-Rated Sons in an R-Rated World
You Want to What??!! Confessions of a Reluctant
Homeschool Dad
Laughter is the Best Medicine: Marriage Lessons for Real Life
(Joe & Zan Tyler)
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SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE

Hotel Information: Convention 2017
NOTE: Be sure to mention IAHE when you book your rooms
to ensure our special convention rates.

Hampton Inn – NE/Castleton

$106/night

LEARNING EXPRESS

21 min./ 8.7 miles from Fairgrounds
6817 E. 82nd Street, Indianapolis, IN 46250
Reservations deadline: 3/2/17
317-576-0220 		

Staybridge Suites Indianapolis-Fishers

Attending convention as a family? Check out our Learning
Express Program. Learning Express is full of educational and
entertaining sessions created for children 5-12 years old and
their families. Also, we have partnered with several companies
to offer stops along the aisles of the Exhibit Hall especially for
children. These stops at various booths will feature hand-on
activities and learning stations: Science, aviation, coding, art, music, games and more.

$114-124/night

18-22 min/10 miles from Fairgrounds
9780 Crosspoint Boulevard, Indianapolis, IN 46256
Reservations deadline: 2/23/17
317-577-9500		
*Please note: Changes to reservations can be made up to 24 hrs.
prior to arrival date. Cancellation of the entire reservation after
3 days prior to arrival will result in a fee in the amount of 1 night
Room + Tax.

Baymont Inn & Suites 			

Please visits these exhibitors and join us for some exciting sessions that include great
story telling, history, science, music, and most of all… FUN! The best part of our
Learning Express? It’s available to both convention attendees and exhibit hall only
attendees.

Learning Express Sessions

$84.99/night

14 min. /9.7 miles from Fairgrounds
9790 North by Northeast Blvd.
Fishers, IN 46037
317-578-2000		
Reservations deadline: 3/9/2017

Aviation Technology Center – Stop by and check out the Airplane
Play Stop – A place to sit down and play games
Discovery Toys – Many fun toys to explore
Toddler Park and Rest Area – Carpeted area for the little ones to play

Choose your own lunch break

Expanded lunch seating

Food service available all day

HE CONVEN
A
I
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TI

2017

8:00am Registration Open
8:00am Exhibit Hall Open for CONVENTION Attendees

FO

RGE D

Friday Session: Fearless Homeschooling
8:45-10am GENERAL with Heidi St. John
SESSION Saturday Session: The Divine Blueprint for a Family of Faith
with Steve Demme
10:00am
10:30-11:30am
12:00-1:00pm
1:30-2:30pm

Exhibit Hall Open for EXHIBIT HALL ONLY Attendees
Workshop
Workshop
Workshop
Friday Session: Raise Them Up: Don’t Crush Them Down
3:00-4:15pm GENERAL with Mark Hamby
SESSION Saturday Session: Lessons I Learned on My Way to Jail
with Zan Tyler
4:30-5:30pm Workshop
Exhibit Hall Closes (Friday @ 6:30pm, Saturday @ 6:00pm)

Visit our website for a full workshop schedule: www.iahe.net
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Did you know that non-homeschooling
grandparents are free with a family
registration? Bring along a grandparent
and let them experience the incredible
homeschool community up close.

SPECIAL LEARNERS
Bringing a child to the convention who
needs a little extra sensory input to keep
calm and busy while you shop and learn?
IAHE will be lending out a limited number
of sensory bags on a first come, first
served basis. Bags will include some of the
following: bean bags of different textures, tagged fabric, glitter
bottles, and other sensory items for your youngsters to enjoy.

Learning Express Stations

Roomsst!
a
going f y!
da
Book to

Workshop options all day

Absolutely! Bring the whole family!
Children are welcome throughout
our convention. Please be sensitive
to the other attendees and try to sit
toward the back of the room so that
you can easily take your children out
if they become disruptive. Please be aware that sessions are
recorded. We also ask that you keep seats available for adults
and allow some of your little ones to sit on your laps or on the
floor by you if additional seating is needed. All children in the
Exhibit Hall age three (3) and younger must be carried or in a
stroller. This is for their safety and the safety of others.

DNA – What’s inside you.
Spy School – Shhh… It’s Top Secret
Speech & Presentations by NCFCA
Life Stories from Mary Todd Lincoln
Life Stories from Levi & Catherine Coffin

*Guests will have until 6pm 3 days prior to arrival to cancel without
having to pay a penalty of 1-night stay.

Grandparents

children

Visit the IAHE Showcase Booth for more information.

CREW 4:12
Come and meet other homeschooled teens from all over the state!
Be prepared for a high-energy, fun, and challenging convention that meets you where you are. Space is limited. Be sure to register
today! CREW 4:12 participants will engage in a three-pronged convention track that is specifically tailored to their age group,
interests, and needs.Teens will be challenged to think deeply, serve others, and make new friends through workshops, service, and
team-building activities.
$30 per attendee
Includes a Crew 4:12 t-shirt and lunch for both days
Crew participants must be registered as a part of their
parent or family’s convention registration.
Teens ages 13-18 are eligible to attend.
Check-in: 8:00 am Friday & Saturday
Release: Friday at 4:30 pm, Saturday at 5:30 pm

CREW 4:12

Are you signed up for Crew 4:12 in 2017? If not, you will not want to miss out–
deadline to register is Februar y 15th! Watch the Crew 4:12 webpage at
www.iahe.net/2017-iahe-convention/crew-412 as more details are released and
important information is announced.

JONATHAN BRUSH

is a f i r s t g e n e r at i o n
homeschool graduate and
homeschool dad of six.
Jonathan is the Executive
Director of Student Life
and Coaching for Lumerit
Education, and before that he worked in higher
education admissions, including nine years as a
Director of Admissions for a private, liberal arts
college. Jonathan speaks to families and groups
across the country about how to seek out and
train for adventures and prepare correctly for
the amazing opportunities available in the time
and place that we live. Jonathan and his family
make their home in the Shenandoah Valley of
Virginia.

Things to Know When Coming to Convention
EXHIBIT HALL

Many organizations, publishers, and businesses
serving the homeschooling community will be
represented – displaying textbooks, teaching
materials, and enrichment aids for on-site
examination and purchase. Your convention
registration includes unlimited access to the
Exhibit Hall; - please support our exhibitors
with your patronage.

volunteers and Crew 4:12 participants. If you
enjoy being involved through serving, please
send an e-mail to volunteer@iahe.net for more
information

long after the convention. Please check the
program book for the location of the booth
where recordings are sold.

“EXHIBIT HALL ONLY” PASS

The concession stand in the Elements Financial
Blue Ribbon Pavilion (Exhibit Hall) will be open
during all convention hours. To help with your
planning, visit our On-Site Dining Options on
our website. You may also bring your own food
in coolers, stocked with food from home or
picked up from grocery stores or restaurants
on the way!

Registration fees are nonrefundable.
Unredeemed registrations are considered a
tax-deductible contribution to IAHE and, upon
written request, we will provide a receipt for
tax purposes.

This pass allows access to the Exhibit Hall only
and is available only at the Registration Booth
beginning at 10:00 A.M. each day and valid only
on the day of purchase. The pricing per day is
$30/individual and $50/family. (A family is
defined as Parent(s) or Guardian(s) and any
children currently residing at home.) Toddlers
three (3) years of age or younger are free but
must be carried or in a stroller. A grandparent
is welcome to attend free with a paying adult.

VOLUNTEERS

HANDICAP ACCESSIBILITY

The IAHE depends on the generous support of
Indiana homeschool families.

The convention workshops and Exhibit Hall are
handicap accessible.

We are grateful for the individuals that assist
us with many different tasks and events
throughout the year, including our Convention.
Our event staff is a combined effort of adult

AUDIO TAPING

CANCELLATION POLICY

PARKING

The Indiana State Fairgrounds charges $5/day
per vehicle. Please be advised that there is no
re-entry without charge. As you might expect,
plenty of parking is available and free shuttle
service is available as well both morning and
evening for those parked at a distance.

Most workshops presented by the featured
speakers will be recorded so that you may
review or share the messages with others
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Grandpa’s Tree Reading Corner
Harp School, The
Harrison County CVB
HighHill Educational Supplies
Historical Conquest
Home School Legal Defense Association
HomeWorks
Hoosiers for Life
Horizon University
Indiana Creation Science Association
Indiana State Library
Indianapolis BrainCore Therapy
Indianapolis Children’s Choir
Institute for Excellence in Writing (IEW)
IUPUI SPAN Division
Jamberry Nails
Juice Plus+
Larry Winkleman Microscope Service
Lauren Books
LearningRx Brain Training
Lifeline Christian Fine Arts Academy
Linda Crosby
Lions Home School Football, Inc.
Logic of English
Lumerit Education
Master Books
Master’s Study, The
Medical Transcription Service, The
Memoria Press
Michiana Dyslexia Correction Center
Miller Pads and Papers
National Black Home Educators
NACCAP – North America Coalition for

FREE pre-convention event!
Featuring:

FOOD

Looking for a certain exhibitor? Look no further!
A Beka Book
A Hope and a Future, LLC
A Joyful Noise Dulcimers
ACFW Indiana
Allon Books
Alpha Omega Press
Apologia
Apprentice University
Because of Jesus Films
Berean Builders/Dr. Jay L. Wile
Bows by Lisa Luann
BJU Press
Camp Infinity
Christian Light Education
Chungdokwan Taekwondo Alliance
Circle C Adventures
Classical Conversations
Coalition of Central Indiana Tea Parties
Compass–finances God’s way
Covenant Eyes Internet Accountability
Creating a Masterpiece
Demme Learning
Discovery Toys
Doorposts
The Dyslexia Institute of Indiana
Eden’s Hope Farms
Essentials in Writing
Eternity at Stake
Etiquette Factory
Explorers Bible Study
FAME – Partners in Medical Evangelism
Foreign Languages for Kids by Kids
Good Steward Books

Don’t miss our

Christian Admissions Professionals
Nature Bug
Natures Workshop Plus!
Notgrass History
Piano Solutions
Queen Homeschool Supplies, Inc.
Rainbow Resources
Residential Property Management
Program-Ball State University
Right Start Math
Right to Life of Indianapolis
Rod and Staff
Solomon’s Secrets
Sonlight
Spark Meals
Stage I Dance Academy
Taylor University
Teaching Textbooks
TeenPact Indiana
Total Language Plus
Trick Geography
United Art & Education
Young Entrepreneurs of North America
Young Living Essential Oils
YWAM Publishing

“Did you know?”

Purchasing your curriculum onsite
during the convention is an easy
way to support our event and keep
the Exhibit Hall full every year!

Homeschool 101 with Tara Bentley

Elements Financial Blue Ribbon Pavilion
Thursday, March 23rd, 1pm to 4pm
Are you or someone you know
co nsi d e r in g th e p ossib ili t y o f
homeschooling? This informative
afternoon is geared to help parents get
answers to the many questions they
have. Veteran homeschooling parents
will be on hand to give an overview of
home education in Indiana followed
by a Q&A session. This event is free,
but pre-registration on our website is
requested.

Are you a new homeschooler? Are you wondering
where to begin? Is homeschooling just about
education? Join us for a crash course covering
information that you’ll need for the wonderful journey ahead!

Getting Started with Linda Crosby
So, you’ve decided to homeschool your children.
Now what? If you are at this jumping-in point and
need direction navigating your homeschool journey,
this workshop is for you! Homeschool mom-survivor since 2001,
Linda Crosby is equipped to answer your questions: How do I teach
several kids at different levels? Where do I find curriculum? What
about report cards? Do I need an American flag in the kitchen?
Do I need a teaching certificate? Can video games count as
something? How much does this cost? Are pajamas a homeschool
uniform? Where is the teacher’s lounge? Plus many, many more.

4

3
2
1

1. Elements Financial
Blue Ribbon Pavilion (Convention)
2. Champions Pavilion (Convention)
3. Grand Hall (Convention)
4. Farm Bureau Building
(Thursday Night: Pre-Convention)

We look forward
to meeting you at the
32nd Annual IAHE Home
Educators’ Convention!
Be sure and stop by the IAHE Showcase Booth
and meet your Regional Rep.
www.iahe.net |
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Save a stamp by registering
online at iahe.net.

HE CONVEN
IA

FO

What’s

32nd Annual IAHE

RGE D

Chapter?

Home Educators’ Convention
at the Indiana State Fairgrounds
th
th

March 24 –March 25 , 2017
Registration Type:

Attendee Information
First

Spouse’s Name

Address

Each spring, caps and gowns fill my

Last

Phone (

Names of Children Attending (ages 4 and up)

TEEN CREW 4:12

(ages 13–19)

Mobile (

First

Last

Alt Mobile (

First

Last

Email

First

Last

First

Last

Facebook newsfeed, and I am taken back to my memories of
graduating our two daughters.

)
)

The feeling of pride and accomplishment
in all that they had achieved. The joy in
the celebrations with friends and family.
And the many questions about where the
next phase of life would take them.

)

Must not be the primary home educator.

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

First

Last

For more information on our Teen Crew 4:12 opportunity, visit our website at iahe.net!
EXHIBIT HALL ONLY

CREW 4:12

Pricing

At the Door

At the Door

Per Teen

Individual

$40 $55

$30

$30

1 DAY

Total:
Amt Enclosed:
Check #:

Family*

But there was something very different in
the mix when we graduated our youngest
daughter. The questions about the next
chapter of life were also about MY next
chapter of life.

Attending Grandparents’ Names

First

PAYMENT
INFORMATION

2 DAY

$65 $90

$50

*A family is defined as Parent(s) or Guardian(s) and any children, currently residing at home, as well as any grandparents
who are not the primary home educator.

Our girls are seven years apart in age, so
when the oldest graduated high school
life soon returned to normal in our
household. But, as a homeschool mom,
when you’ve graduated your youngest
student… what is your new normal?
Your student isn’t the only one setting off
into new territory and saying goodbye to
dear friends.
For some moms, the next chapter has
already been decided. Maybe you’re set
to “retire.” Maybe you’re headed back
into the workforce.
But maybe you aren’t sure.
When our youngest daughter graduated,
I had a lot of questions about my own
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“Volunteers do not
necessarily have the time;
they just have the heart.”
— Elizabeth Andrew

Where can you help?
Marketing

Fundraising
Social Media
Editing
Writing
Government Affairs
Research
and more!

Contact Information

Total Number of Children Attending #

Volunteer with the IAHE!

Convention

Family

Please print clearly.

Last

First

— Tara Bentley

depositphotos.com: #13631485

Name

Individual

YOUR Next

Do you have a heart
for homeschooling?

journey. Homeschooling was more than
an educational choice for us. It was a
lifestyle. It was our community. And, I
was so grateful for the opportunities that
it had afforded our family that I wasn’t
ready to walk away.

Do you have talent or skill to share,
but you don’t see it listed?
Let us know!
Visit us on the web for more information:
http://www.iahe.net/support-iahe/
volunteer-opportunities

So, I stayed.
The homeschool community needs
veteran homeschool parents. We need
mentors, writers, editors, fundraisers,
website techies, data entry workers, bill
readers, and people willing to pitch in and
do whatever is needed. The homeschool
community needs YOU.
Are you a veteran parent that is done
homeschooling? Are you graduating your
youngest student this spring?
Stick around. We’d love to have you on
our team.
Visit our Volunteer Opportunities page
for more information.
Tara Bentley is a veteran homeschool mom
of two daughters, and has one grandson.
During 13 years of homeschooling, she and
her husband Mark served in leadership
for 12. They currently serve together on the Board of
Directors for Indiana Association of Home Educators
(IAHE), where Tara also serves as the Executive Director.

www.iahe.net |
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do these stories capture the hearts of young people? Is it simply the
fun and frivolity of escapism? Or does the answer lie deep in their
longing hearts?

2017 IAHE

We have within us a craving, a deep desire to commune with
a power greater than our own, yet many of us crawl along in life
without even a glimpse of our hidden passion. There has to be a
reason for living. There must be a Camelot, a hidden Utopia where
we can rest from our personal campaigns. Fantasy opens our eyes
to a better place, a shining city we do not yet know. And the stories
provide a mental bridge as we pursue horizons we could never
distinguish with our physical eyes.

CONVENTION

SPEAKER

Young people are especially aware of fantasy’s alluring call. Boys and
girls, still unjaded and brimming with ideals, feel their God-given
programming. From my experience as a father of seven and as an
author who receives e-mails from young people all over the world,
it seems to me that boys and girls manifest two distinct kinds of
programming. I realize these stereotypes are not universally
accepted, but many boys seem to be wired as protectors, heroes
if need be. Girls often gravitate toward being wise counselors and
strategists, skilled in everything that is less brutish, while willing to
be cunning warriors if their male counterparts fall.
When a young man watches a wide screen and sees a hero draw
steel from scabbard, displaying a bright, sharp sword as his biceps
bulge, the boy feels valor, the bravery of a knight. He becomes the
champion he has never been, copying the role model he may have
never witnessed in real life. When the hero mounts his steed and
charges bravely into conflict, a boy feels his heart race, his blood
pumping hot. He rides the horse, too, not knowing why his spirit
has attached to that rugged man on the screen, why his mind has
pulled him into the saddle. Does the child know that he, too, was
built to charge the battlements, to defend the weak, to conquer evil?
When a young lady sees a heroine work behind the scenes to
prepare reinforcements, persuade the powers that be to send troops,
or kindle the fire in quavering hearts, she feels her inner calling.
When the heroine crashes a jar over the villain’s head to save her
fallen hero, a girl’s heart leaps. The courageous young lady has
used whatever strength she had, at risk of her own life, to prevent
disaster. Without her, all would have been lost.

Many parents have heard such
a call from little boys who feel
the drive to raise a weapon of
defense and protection. It starts early,
because it is inherent in their make-up.
Boys and girls alike possess a God-given
drive to do great things, and a wise parent
understands how to feed such internal
hunger, by providing wholesome stories of
the fantastic, tales of heroes and heroines
that promote judicious development of a
child’s budding dreams.

The proof of this drive is easy to see. Watch
boys play. Their imaginative games send
them tromping from yard to yard, jumping
hedges to attack the enemy, rolling for
cover behind the doghouse, and sending
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Orcs to their doom in the sand pit, the
evil uglies squealing in dismay at the brave
little heroes and their gleaming weapons.
This is their youthful journey, part of their
training to be heroes.

corruption. He was called to be something
more than what he could see with his eyes,
a warrior greater than the weak heroes
portrayed in the media. He sought another
world, a world in the realms of the fantastic.

Maybe a boy’s yearning began at the mall
when he walked by the huge movie posters
depicting a tale of brave hobbits and a
golden ring of power. A blue-eyed Frodo
stared into his eyes, hypnotizing him with
images of bravery and heroism. A gaggle
of young girls gathered around another
poster featuring a bespectacled young
wizard and his magical schoolmates. Or
maybe it began earlier, deep in the heart
of his mother’s womb as a seed of heroism
was implanted in his soul, an instinctive
urge to do battle against evil and defend
the helpless against the enslaving powers of

Why does the world of fantasy mesmerize
our youth? The movie industry certainly
has taken note. And bookstore shelves bend
with hundreds of volumes filled with battle
lore from ancient times, even from distant
galaxies, heroes and heroines struggling
and finally conquering in whatever quests
their conjurers create.
These fantastic stories involve our
children’s minds so much that they discuss
their content in depth, memorize the
spoken lines, and even learn new languages
never uttered in any real culture. But how
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“Daddy, can I have a sword for my birthday?”

In our culture, where do we see such heroism, the living out of
these dramatic stories of knights, maidens, and villains? Nobility
has vanished. Virtue and heroism have faded with the silhouette of
the last champion riding off into the sunset. It seems that too many
men seek only monetary ends while too many women crave vanity.
Yet, our children are seeking something more, something
worthwhile, something that lasts forever. If they can’t find nobility
in the hearts of their parents, truth in the words of their teachers,
or virtue in the so-called heroes of our times, they turn to internal
fantasies. And there are many authors and Hollywood producers
who are willing to give children the images they crave—some for
good, and some that leave much to be desired.
Some parents, who are commendably cautious, worry that
approving fantasy tales promotes the idea that it’s okay to learn

from a lie. Yet, they misunderstand the role of a myth. Fantasy is
not a lie, because it doesn’t pretend to be true. It is a vision, the
mind’s dramatic sketch of what we were meant to be. Good fantasy
is a blend of survival and worship. It demonstrates faith, hope, and
love--the three abiding gifts--wielded in integrity and nobility, and
illustrated in ways that readers will never forget.
By following the example of great storytelling teachers of the
past, parents have an opportunity to add a great tool to their
teaching arsenal, fantasy stories that create lasting images to which
children can relate. A boy can see himself drawing a sword, gazing
at his fingers wrapped around a battle-worn hilt and following
shimmering steel upward to the razor-sharp point. His eyes go
from earth to heaven, first meditating on his limited strength,
then raising his thoughts to the skies, and considering the God
who fashioned every muscle he is about to use, every neuron in his
system that will send messages from mind to muscle as he charges
to carry out His will.
Many a girl realizes early in her life that she is the earthly reason
for a man’s charge into danger. Without her, man’s resolve wilts, his
heart quakes, his sword fails. She is his support, reminding him of
the goal, building up his courage, even rallying to his aid should he
be dashed to the ground by his enemies.
In many homes, children often see cheating, lying, and adultery
in weak-minded fathers and mothers who seek after their own
pleasures. Is it any wonder they try to escape to another world that
gives so much more? The heroes they have been called to be are
imprisoned, unable to live freely because there is no model, no
inspiration that gives life and breath to their dreams.
Boys are looking to take the sword and discover the man they feel
in their hearts. Girls seek a heroine, longing for someone to imitate,
a true lady cast in the image they see beyond the mirror.
We have enough in media of flawed heroes, characters who are the
so-called “honest” or “realistic” portrayals of humanity. Children
see these fraudulent heroes every day, straw soldiers, easily blown,
easily burned. Harboring inner evil they can’t seem to conquer,
these characters raise no real cry of victory, only a never-ending
lament.
We have an opportunity to create strong soldiers by using the
power of story, even through the pages of the impossible. If parents
will allow fantasy its proper place, as an inspiration toward heroism,
allowing powerful images to create positive models in children’s
minds, they will create home-grown heroes who will build and
display integrity and virtue.
Working together, we can use this genre to capture hearts and
minds with champions of virtue, images that will reach in and
ignite the flame, setting free the heroes or heroines that God has
implanted in the hearts of children. That’s why I have chosen to
allow my children to embrace the images that fantasy creates. I
want to grow heroes.
Bryan Davis is the author of seven speculative fiction series for young adults and
adults. His books have hit bestseller lists several times, and his total sales have
surpassed one million copies. Bryan and his wife, Susie, have seven children whom
they homeschooled through high school.
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That conversation took place in 1983 and was the beginning of our
incredible journey into home education. Thirty-three years, seven
children, four in-laws, and three grandchildren later, we are still on
this journey that has been the trek of a lifetime. In the midst of this,
now decades-long challenge, we’ve maneuvered our efforts into a
daily routine of “normal” life, one that varies from smooth sailing
torough and tumble. We’ve tried to do what was best for each of
the children, engaging them in productive activities that not only
meet academic requirements but also allowed for their individual
interests to develop, while maintaining a cohesive family unit.
With the help of books, seminars, support groups, amazing people,
and incredible mentors, we have dug for the treasures in our home
and discovered with great joy that the task before us is not just
reading and math, but the spiritual training of the next generation.
A generation that will need to rise up and teach their children the
things of God.

Walk With Me
—Diana Ruark

We listened awestruck in 1986 to the speaker who was leading the
first seminar we attended. He didn’t stammer when he proclaimed,
“You will know how well you’ve parented when you see how your
grandchildren are being raised.” We were in our mid 20’s with
two children. Daily life was busy enough. The baby didn’t sleep.
Just how were we to look that far forward when each day was so
challenging. We prayed, “Lord, help us learn.”

“Hey, I heard an interesting radio broadcast
today about home education. Seems it is a new
movement sweeping the country. Parents are doing it so they can teach their
children about their faith, some have even been jailed. Seems academically they
succeed, they can prove socialization is not a problem, and it falls constitutionally
under religious liberty. What do you think about home schooling?”
“Sounds fine to me.”
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It was divine intervention that would land me in the middle of the
living room of the woman who would become one of my dearest
and most treasured friends, my mentor, Marilyn Durnell. She
and her husband, Stanley, are the parents of 8 children and were
walking the path of home education and leading a mom’s support
group. There were 30 women in their home listening earnestly to
Marilyn’s insights on home education, motherhood, Titus 2 topics,
and training the next generation. I went home from that meeting
rattling the proverbial “mile-a-minute” to my husband about what
I’d learned. We had found the help we had prayed for. We had a
counselor, advisor, tutor… a mentor!
We were inspired by other home educating families we met
along the way. I thought the other moms in Marilyn’s group were
energizing. We were together only once per month, but shared big
goals, big responsibilities, and faced big oppositions from society.
However, we were also keenly aware that we were serving a BIG
God who was able to meet our every need. Thirty years after
stepping into her home a stranger, she knows the hearts of my seven
children because she knows me, and my children are my heart. Now
we talk about our grandchildren! If I could go back in time and walk
this path again, I’d want her to walk with me.
My desire as an older mom, with eight years of home education
still ahead of me, is to walk along beside a group of young moms
and mentor them the way I was taught, pray for them, and share
ideas about home education and child training. I still prefer to do
my own academic teaching though sometimes it gets really tough.
Attending the mom’s support group meetings gave me ideas on how
to teach the various subjects. Through the years, it has been my
constant challenge to stay ahead of the academics for each child,
since they had different learning styles, interests, talents, and
abilities. At our mom’s support group meetings, we talked about our
strategies, struggles, successes, and yes, our failures. In the early
years, I was a sponge soaking up input from other moms who had

already walked where I was walking, leaving behind clear footprints
for me to follow. Karen Andreola said, “Homeschooling is living the
educational life with your children.” This is a gentle reminder that
sometimes I have to learn something first before I can teach it to my
children, and that home education is very much a learning process
for the parents, too.
We love our lessons, laundry, and lunch lifestyle! Among the
accomplishments of our children are incredible pursuits with no
degree, undergrad and graduate school degrees, and just learning
life lessons by doing what God calls them to do. We aren’t a perfect
family, didn’t do everything well, and we made many mistakes, but
we serve a perfect God who walks along beside each of us making
His presences known in our daily lives.
We get phone calls from our four married children that start with,
“Hey, mom, what’s up”, “Howdy, Howdy!”, “Hi, it’s just me.”, and
“Hello there!” Four unique homes being established to honor the
Lord and raise the next generation. Every effort and struggle has
been worth it, and the grandchildren are amazing!
Thank you, Stanley and Marilyn Durnell, for giving to the Lord.
Because of your love toward us, we are lives that were changed.
If you are interested in being part of a mentoring network for
the purpose of encouraging one another, please come to our
Walk With Me meet and greet informal gathering at the IAHE
Convention. We will spend the hour talking about this wonderful
life of home education, inspiring one another, and trying to connect
mom-to-mom.
Diana Ruark and her husband Donald are the parents of 7 children and 3
grandchildren. They began their home education journey in 1985 and will
complete their adventure in 2025. Diana enjoys sewing, reading, music, and
free lance bassoon playing in central Indiana. The Ruark’s own and operate
Nature’s Workshop Plus, Inc.

www.iahe.net |

the informer

25

Engage the Culture
At times it’s not the child who is hesitant about college; it is the
parent. Should Christians allow their children to go to college? After
all, college is filled with faulty humans—both students and faculty.
But without the availability of college education, our modern lifestyle
would be impossible. Someone needs to build the airplanes we rely
on and care for us in the hospital. I hope those people are highly
skilled Christians with integrity, values, and knowledge. College
education is a requirement for some careers. For many people and
for many reasons, college is the next step after high school.

The Homeschool
High School Motto:

It’s a challenge for homeschooling parents, however. We spend much
of our homeschool years explaining to people the reasons we keep
our children safe at home. Those reasons don’t change when our
children grow up. Instead, it’s our children that change. In fact, they
become adults. The Bible says:

Always Be
Prepared

When I was a child, I spake as a child, I understood as a child, I thought
as a child: but when I became a man, I put away childish things (1
Corinthians 13:11).
Adults must interact with a fallen world on a regular basis. Firm
in their faith, adult Christians are able to negotiate the contrasting
worldviews with their own beliefs intact. At some point, your child
will be ready to “become a man” (or woman) and move on into adult
life—and that may include college, depending on the purpose God
has given them. When our children are grown up, it’s difficult to
cope with them leaving the nest. Our job is not to parent our children
forever. Our job is to train up children in the way they should go.
When they become adults, we are to encourage them to engage the
culture and change the world, as Jesus said.

—Lee Binz

High school can be like driving on
autopilot—when you arrive at your
destination but don’t remember anything about the
trip! When you homeschool high school sometimes life goes by
and your child is a senior before you know what happened.

Why bother getting your kids ready for
college when you feel certain they won’t go?
Consider for a moment how many times
your children have changed their minds.
When you least expect it, on almost any
topic, teenagers will change their minds.
Stop laughing! You know it’s true! And
teenagers may even change their minds
about going to college.

College preparation is critical for students
who plan on going to college. College-bound
students need course work that will prepare
them. Students need college admission
tests, and parents need to learn about grades
and credits. College preparation for college
bound students is expected.

The Non-College Bound
Rigorous academics can benefit children
even if they are not heading to college.
When high school may be their only formal
education, you want it to be the best!
Focusing on requirements for the college
bound will ensure challenging academics,
rather than doing the minimum. Excellence
boils down to keeping your children
challenged, not achiev ing a certain

What can college preparation provide for
students who will not go to college?
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. . . Go ye into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature (Mark
16:15).
The Great Commission comes directly from the Lord. That verse
just screams for our attention. It doesn’t say “Go into all the world,
but not college.” It doesn’t say “Preach the good news to everyone
except to those on college campuses.” If college is in your child’s
future, prepare him to face challenges as a mature adult. Don’t be
afraid of college. If that is the Lord’s calling, he can proceed with
faith. Parents don’t throw their children into the lions’ den either.
Mature Christians don’t generally choose to hang out in bars or
clubs for fun. In the same way, you can carefully choose their college,
weighing the options. A Christian college, or a college with a strong
Christian presence, can provide an adult challenge for your adult
children without overwhelming them with debauchery.

Teenagers are moving targets, and it’s hard
to know exactly where they will end up in
their lives. My good friend was convinced
that her child was not college bound. Her
child experienced some learning challenges,
hated math, and loved work ing with
anything mechanical. She was convinced
he would become a mechanic right up until
the day he changed his mind. “Mom,” he
declared, “I’ve decided to be an engineer!”
Life would be much easier if our children
would just make up their minds once and
stick to it! Unlike changing dinner plans
from enchiladas to spaghetti, changing
from “vocational training” to “college
preparation” is a little more challenging. By
planning a college-prep high school, you
don’t have to worry so much about changing
plans. You and your student will be ready
for anything.
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On Tuesday a panicked parent of a senior
in high school called. “I’m in a bind! I just
found out that I need a high school transcript
to go with my child’s college application
by Thursday. Can you help?” As much as
I would love to help everyone all the time,
sometimes it’s not possible unless parents
plan ahead. Planning ahead allows for the
possibility of college.

prescribed level. Calculus does not make
the difference between a college-bound and
non-college-bound teen. Instead, learning
how to learn is what prepares a child for
college and for life.

Our History and Their Future
College plans can materialize out of nowhere. As parents, we know
what we know, and we know the plans God made for our own lives.
Sometimes we forget that our children may have their own plan and
mission for the future. If college didn’t make sense for us, it’s natural
to think it won’t be a fit for our child. But if college suddenly becomes
the next step, you’ll be thankful their high school years prepared
them. Instead of focusing on your academic history, focus on
providing flexibility for your student’s academic future. Preparing
our high school students for college will help them to be prepared
for anything.

For reluctant students, consider this strategy I learned over the
years. At some point along the way, teenagers will usually stumble
on some career idea that might require some college. When they
mention an idea like that, try to grab on to it: “You want to work
in finance? That’s a great idea!” Then explain how their goal might
require some college. Even if they change their mind, you can still
encourage them, “Honey, just in case you decide to work in finance
again, let’s get prepared for that.” Encouraging teenagers to focus on
their loftiest career goals can keep them focused on college planning.
If they used that preparation to go to college, that’s great! If they
don’t go to college, they are still well prepared for any career in their
future.
Always Be Prepared
Preparing your students for college can help them if they go to
college, and it can also help them if they don’t. Some children waffle
back and forth before deciding about future plans, and rigorous
academics can help you be prepared. You can prepare your children
for college as part of your homeschool, taking to heart the Boy Scout
motto, “Always be prepared.” Providing a college prep education is
not terribly complicated. You can continue to homeschool the same
way you always have, learning with reckless abandon. You don’t have
to change your curriculum or give tests in every subject or chain
your student to a desk. Homeschoolers of every stripe have been
successful with college admission. Don’t change what has always
worked for you; just set your eyes on colleges so you have the
ultimate flexibility when your student graduates.
Preparation Is Harmless
Plan for college and provide rigorous high school academics. If they
use it to go to college—great! If they don’t use it for college, does the
hard work go to waste? Not at all! College preparation can help your
child be a better employee or entrepreneur, a wiser citizen, and a
more confident homeschool parent. Preparing for college can’t hurt
your child, and it can provide flexibility for the future.
Each year in the spring I get phone calls and emails from panicky
senior-year parents. “Help!” they cry. “I haven’t prepared, and my
daughter needs to go to college!” It’s a difficult situation that can
catch parents unprepared. Instead, consider the other parents who
contact me for help. Parents with students in seventh, eighth, or
ninth grade nervously reach out for information and find out it’s
not as difficult to prepare their children for college as they may have
expected. When I talk with nervous parents who have students in
middle school and early high school, I can almost guarantee they
will be successful. Starting college preparation early can allow time
for mistakes and restarts. Gaps can be filled and dilemmas solved
easily when you have the luxury of time. Preparation can only help.
It will do no harm.
Live without regrets. Be prepared for anything because with
teenagers “anything” can happen!
LEE BINZ is a veteran homeschooling mom of two and the owner of
The HomeScholar. Her mission is “Helping parents homeschool high
school,” and many of her services are free. You can sign up for her free email
homeschool newsletter, The Home- Scholar Record, and get your daily dose of
wisdom via email from her homeschool blog, The HomeScholar Helper. Visit her website
www.TheHomeScholar.com
Copyright 2013, used with permission. All rights reserved by author. Originally appeared in the
Annual Print 2013 issue of The Old Schoolhouse® Magazine, the family education magazine. Read
the magazine free at www.TOSMagazine.com or read it on the go and download the free apps at
www.TOSApps.com to read the magazine on your mobile devices.
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As a homeschooling parent, one of my greatest goals was that
my children would be people of godly character: honest, kind,
hard-working, truthful, attentive, obedient, loyal, honoring
God and other people, patient, persistent, etc. I planned lessons,
searching through my Bible for verses to encourage us all in godly
character. I thought we could learn those verses together, and it
would help them to grow. I was right, but it did not take me long
in our first year of homeschooling to realize that the educational
situation we had chosen was also developing godly character in me.

Developing Godly
Character While
Homeschooling
—Debbie Burks

“The true test of a man’s character is what he does when no one is watching.”
—John Wooden

Character, as attributed to John Wooden and also many pastors
that I have heard over my lifetime, is revealed by what we do

when no one else is looking. Character is what we are inside, our traits of kindness or meanness;
our caring or our selfishness; our loving, hating, or our indifference. We think of someone of strong
character as being a person of integrity, one that puts others before self, that tells the truth with kindness, who is honest, and always honorable.
A person of godly character not only loves God, but loves others as himself.
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As we studied how the Pilgrims persevered and were thrifty,
loyal, and hard-working, I learned that I am not always thrifty,
loyal and hard-working. Sometimes I’m lazy. Sometimes I would
look at the pile of papers to grade, or to file, or… I was tired, and
I did not always persevere. I found that I can be unkind, even to
those I love the most. I am not as attentive to detail as I wanted my
children to be. I could pick any godly character trait and find that
homeschooling was magnifying the negative traits in me.
I repented, calling to God for help. I found that I needed to
apologize often to my children and to my husband. We worked on
character issues together as we studied all of the usual subjects:
science, math, language arts, history and geography, music, and art.
We spent time in God’s Word each day, reading and memorizing,
discussing and praying. We all began to change.
I could see kindness instead of selfishness in my children and in
myself. I found myself persevering through piles of laundry, papers,
and bushels of green beans. (My once very organized household
was harder to keep when adding the education of three little ones
to the mix!) We were all in this thing of growing in godly character;
it wasn’t just part of our lesson plans for the kids.

important parts of scientific endeavors. We played memory games
and went on a backyard scavenger hunt. We learned about the
fur traders and explorers from the early years of our country. We
learned trail signs that were used long ago---and can still be used
today---and then found that we could follow a trail by the signs if
we paid close attention. We learned to find and identify animal
tracks. We studied different Native American tribes due to their
well-known attentiveness to their surroundings. We studied the
senses and how that they help us in paying attention. We learned
that predators have to pay attention to catch their prey and that prey
must be attentive or die. We had fun with our lessons, read a lot of
books, and completed a lot of projects.
But the most important part of it all is that I realized that I was
more attentive when one of my children told me a story----every
long, drawn-out detail. I noted that they paid closer attention to
instructions and to one another.
After a couple of years of homeschooling, someone told my husband
that they had thought that I would not be successful homeschooling
our children. They were happily surprised. They had also noticed
changes in me. “Homeschooling is good for the kids, but it’s good for
her as well.” They had noted increased patience and kindness. I was
increasingly grateful for the changes in me on this homeschooling
journey. And even though I am now a grandparent of homeschooled
children, I am still on this sometimes-painful-journey of growing in
godly character.

We learned so much that first year of homeschooling, but the most
important lessons were in godly character. We still learned math
facts, to read and to comprehend, to spell, to write... but we also
learned to react with kindness, to work hard, to treat people well
even if they did not treat us well.

In your own homeschooling journey, you may find yourself
thinking: “If I didn’t have to deal with all of this (fill in the blank),
then homeschooling would go so well.” Whatever you can fill in that
blank is probably your most important lesson in your homeschool.
Include character training in your lesson plans. It will be going
on anyway; you might as well plan for it. You do not have to use a
character curriculum, but I found that it helped to keep us focused
on building godly character. You might find other resources that
will help you, and the Bible is always the best resource of all to teach
us the lessons that we all need to learn.

I found the KONOS Character Curriculum at the I A HE
Convention later in the school year. It was a great help because
academic subjects are developed around character traits. We
started the next school year with the character trait of attentiveness
with the study of these verses:

Do not look at the times when you have to stop a lesson and work
on some character trait (kindness among siblings, perseverance
in getting lessons done, obedience, etc.) as times that are wasted.
These are the most important lessons, and we should always take
time for the most important things.

20 My son, attend to my words; incline thine ear unto my sayings.
21 Let them not depart from thine eyes; keep them in the midst of
thine heart.
22 For they are life unto those that find them, and health to all their
flesh.
23 Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life.
24 Put away from thee a froward mouth, and perverse lips put far
from thee.
25 Let thine eyes look right on, and let thine eyelids look straight
before thee.
26 Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy ways be established.
27 Turn not to the right hand nor to the left: remove thy foot from evil.
—Proverbs 4:20-27 King James Version (KJV)

We studied pioneers and early settlers of our country who had to
be very attentive to their surroundings to survive. We studied the
scientific method because attentively observing is one of the most

And another of the lessons that I learned? Just as Jesus went away
for a while to rest with his disciples in a quiet place from time to
time, I learned that it was okay to do that. Sometimes you just have
to close the door on the piles of papers, laundry, and other tasks.
Go for a hike, a walk, a stomp in the creek. Go swimming with your
kids. Play pitch and catch. Maybe go to Starbucks by yourself with
a good book, or take a water aerobics class. It will all be waiting for
you and your family after your break. And then you can get back to
working on perseverance and all of those other character traits after
you are refreshed from a break in routine.
Debbie Burks is a former homeschooling mom of three, and a former science
teacher in a private middle and elementary school. She now teaches writing
to a small group of homeschoolers, and she and her husband team-teach the
primary class in their church. She and her husband, Dave, spend as much time as
possible with their grandchildren, who are also homeschooled.
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Home School Day at the Capitol
2017 Wrap-up
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Thank you for attending!
I was pretty intimidated to meet with my legislator, Senator Crider,
but he was really nice and welcoming. He talked quite a bit with my
kids, and asked me where we live and about our homeschool. He gave
all of us an Indiana pin, which the kids loved! He asked that I keep in
touch with him with any concerns or insight I might have since I have
a unique perspective on education being a former charter school
teacher and a homeschooler. He really made me feel at ease, and I
will be sending him a thank you note soon.
I also met Speaker Bosma’s Chief of Staff. She was very friendly
and let me know that I can always contact her since she takes care
of most of Speaker Bosma’s constituent contacts. He’s a busy guy
so I understand that he wasn’t available. She was very nice, and I
appreciated her taking time out of her day to come out and say hi.
Probably the most meaningful conversations I had with
Representatives or Senators were in the elevators! If I knew more of
our state representatives, I might have known who I was riding with
the. I did not catch all of their names, but the ones I talked with were
curious about homeschooling. They asked where we were from, and
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every single one said that they like when the homeschoolers come to
the statehouse because the children are so well behaved. Go us! All of
them also indicated that they support homeschooling and would like
to protect our right do so. I also heard a representative say they get
nervous speaking in front of homeschoolers because they actually
listen. We must be doing something right in protecting our freedoms!

Advertise in The Informer! Promote your homeschool familyowned business, place a classified ad, or advertise a ministry,
service or educational opportunity that is directly related to home
education. Contact advertising@iahe.net for details and rates.
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Bottom line, even if I had not had the opportunity to meet with
Senator Crider and Speaker Bosma’s Chief of Staff, it would have been
enough to just be present to support to homeschooling in Indiana.
Actions speak louder than words, and I think we demonstrated that
to be true. I was leery to take the kids downtown by myself for the
whole day, but they were really well behaved. The experience was
definitely manageable with a stroller and a packed lunch! As a bonus,
my husband was really impressed when our six year-old son started
telling him how Indiana becoming a state. He remembered the year
and everything! It’s amazing the things children soak up at such a
young age. I can’t wait for Home School Day at the Capitol next year,
and I have already convinced my husband to come with us!
—Kelsi (first time attendee)
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Questions? Chat with our HS advisor, Noelle Brennan! 260-399-1672, nlbrennan@taylor.edu
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Your kids don’t
have to go fAr
to get

furtheR.

Ivy Tech Community College has more than 150 programs to
help students get a career in two years or less—or transfer to
a four-year school, and save upward of $10,000 on a bachelor’s
degree. All while staying close to home, and studying in
classes that average just 22 students.

